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STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 



Be it Resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey. Sec. 1. That the Governor, Secretary of State, and 
Committee on Edneation of the House of AssemUj be authorized to 
cause to be published at the expense of the State, such number of 
copies as thej may deem proper of all manuscripts, letters, and other 
matters now in the State Library or office of the Secretary of State, 
as diey may select That they also be authorized to have said copies 
neatly bound, and deposited with the Treasurer of this State, to be 
disposed of as may hereafter be directed by law. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the Treasurer be authorized to 
pay on warrant of the Governor, the expense incurred in carrying the 
forgoing resolution into effect 

Appbovbd, March 9, 1648. 
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PREFACE. 



It is in state papers and among public records, that 
we mast seek for the facts of history. From these, the 
historian draws those materials which he combines and 
arranges, until under his hand, they assume the shape 
of a narrative, at once systematic, truthful and at- 
tractive. 

The American Revolution is one of the most inte- 
resting and important events which can occupy the 
attention of a reflecting mind, whether we consider its 
more immediate or its ultimate and probable results; 
whether we view it as giving existence to a great 
RepubUc of unparalleled extent and rapid increase, or 
direct our thoughts to the influence which that republic, 
its free institutions, and its bold example, are now ex- 
erting, and are destined still further to exert, upon the 
political and social condition of the other nations of the 
world. 
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U PREFACE. 

It is well known that the State of New Jersey was 
emphatically the battle-ground of the Revolution ; none 
of the " immortal thirteen" maintained a more promi- 
nent position, or performed a greater amount of public 
duty, during that memorable era. It follows, therefore, 
that the Correspondence of the Executive, and other 
similar documents which have survived the Revolution, 
are peculiarly interesting. In consequence of the per- 
ishable nature of these manuscripts, and the loss and 
injury to which, from various causes, they are necessa- 
rily exposed in their present situation, the Legislature 
of the State have deemed it expedient to take measures 
to preserve what remained of these valuable records, 
and to collect and arrange them in such a manner, as 
to render them accessible and useful to the student of 
our revolutionary history. By a resolution of both 
Houses, which received the approval of the Governor, 
at the last session of the Legislature, it was provided, 
that the Governor, Secretary of State, and Committee 
on Education of the House of Assembly, be authorized 
to cause to be published at the expense of the State, 
such number of copies as they may deem proper, of aH 
mani|scripts, letters, and other matters, now in the State 
Library, or office of the Secretary of State, as they 
may select That they also be authorized to haVe said 
copies neatly bound, and deposited with the Treasurer 
of this State, to be disposed of as may hereafter be 
directed by law. Under this resolution o( the Legisla- 
ture, an examination of the manuscripts in question 
has been made. Upon such examination, a consider- 
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PREFACE. in 

erable namber of the manascripts were found to be 
of a private nature, and tliese it was not thought 
worth while to publish. They would only swell the 
anze of the volume, without materially increasing its 
value. 

The Executive Correspondence of this State during 
the Revolutionary War, was very extensive and vo- 
luminous; but the frequent changes of the seat of 
government, and the many accidents and disasters 
necessarily connected with such a warfare as that of 
which our State was the principal theatre, have scat- 
tered many of the papers. Not a few of them are 
lost; and of those which remain, some of them are mu- 
tilated and defaced, partly because they have not been 
kept with proper care, and partly from the disposition 
occasionally evinced by those who have inspected these 
precious remains of the past, to appropriate to them- 
selves certain portions of the manuscripts as reUcs of 
the men and events of revolutionary times. In their 
present condition, however, these papers, though in 
many instances disconnected and imperfect, so as not 
to form a continuous chain of public documents, (for 
many links are wanting,) nevertheless contain much 
valuable information, and will be found amply to repay 
the perusal of any one to whom the incidents of the 
revolutionary war, the efforts, the sacrifices, and the 
privations of a patriot ancestry, in their successful 
struggle for the rights of freemen, furnish matter for 
interesting investigation, grateful emotion, and improv- 
ing reflection. This volume, therefore, is given to the 
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world in the hope that its contents will not be found 
wholly to disappoint public expectation, either in the 
historical importance of the documents themselves, or 
the degree of care taken in their selection and arrange- 
ment for the press. 

Newark, Dec. 28, 1848. 
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From John Smythy Treasurer y Sfc. to Samuel Tucker y Esq. 
PresideiU of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey. 

Perth Amboy, Febrnaiy 2l8t, 1776. 
Sir, — In answer to yours of yesterday's date, which 
came to my hands last evening, I beg you will inform the 
Congress that I still look upon myself as Treasurer 
under my former obligation ; and am very willing to 
execute the office in the best manner I can, under the 
condition I heretofore mentioned to them, and which 
they thought reasonable, to wit: that my securities 
and myself be indemnified from all damages whatever 
that may happen by the provincial chest being taken 
out of my hands ; for they must be sensible of greater 
risk in the execution of that office when the chest is at 
a distance, than if it were in my own house. My 
own misconduct, carelessness or negligence I expect 
to answer for. 

On the 8th instant I wrote you a letter, which I 

I 
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sent by a special messenger, who, on his return, told 
me he delivered it into your own hands; I should 
otherwise have thought myself extremely blame* 
able for not letting the Congress hear from me in 
so long a time ; but as no notice is taken of that letter 
in yours, conclude it to be mislaid. I am obliged to 
the Congress for a copy of their Resolve, relative to 
my receiving Continental money into the Treasury. I 
should not have wished for their sanction in any other 
instance than of money to be sunk, but am sorry it 
should appear in their minutes that I ever refused it 
I did at first tell Col. Ford I beUeved I would not do 
it, but on a second conference he agreed to take it 
back wtih the view of changing it for Jersey money, 
which he said he believed he could do, and if he could 
not I told him that I would receive it. 

My leg now begins to mend, and hope soon to be 
able to attend to the chest at Mr. Schenck's, as occa- 
sion may require. 

I am your most humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTH. 



From John Smyth to Samuel Tucker^ Esq,^ 

President of the Pnmndal Congress. 

PerOi Amboy, February 22d, 1776. 
Sir,— It is impossible I can give an expUcit answer to 
your letter of yesterday until I have consulted my securi- 
ties, which I would have done before now, had I not un- 
derstood from the Congress that my securities and mysdf 
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were to be indenmiified from the additional risk occa- 

rioned by the removal of the provincial chest, and am 

almost certain it is what the Congress consented to; 

but the place where the chest was to be fixed was the 

only uncertainty in which case I thought it unnecessary 

to consult my securities ; — but since it must be done, 

I have dispatched a messenger to Mr. Stevens, the only 

one of them who lives at a distance, and when I get 

his answer the Congress shall immediately hear from 

me again. 

I am your humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTH. 



From John Smyth to Samuel Tucker, Esq., 
President of the Provincial Congress, 

Perth Amboj, February 26th, 1776. 
Sir, — Mr. Stevens, according to my request, has been 
so good as to come down to this place, to whom I com- 
municated the letters sent me by the Congress relative 
to the removal of the Treasury, as I did to my other 
securities some time before. I find that they are willing 
to continue security for me, considering the difficulty 
of the times, provided the chest is removed to a place 
where the office may be executed in the usual manner. 
I would therefore propose that as I am not now able, 
and have little prospect of being so in less than six 
weeks, to attend the chest if it be removed to Mr. 
Stevens', who will receive the taxes that are stiU to 
be paid in, and the county collectors may be desired 
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to attend at his house for that purpose ; in which case 
no one will or can have access to the chest but those 
who have already entered into engagements, and are 
by law accountable to the public for the due perform- 
ance of my office, which cannot in justice or reason 
bie expected of me or them, without the chest is suffered 
to remain in my or their possession. 

As this proposal fully comprehends the declared in- 
tention of the Congress in removing the chest, I cannot 
doubt its proving fully agreeable and satisfactory to 
them. Whenever I am able to attend to the duty of 
the office abroad, the chest may then be removed to 
any other place that shall be agreed upon by all con- 
cerned, — there to remain until we see happier times. 

Mr. Stevens goes home by way of Brunswick, to 
whom I beg you will please to give your answer, who 
will forward it to me. 

I am your most humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTH. 

Resohes of the Committee of Safety. 

Tientoii/March 26th, 1776. 

The committee considering the critical situation of 
the city and province of New York, represented in the 
letters from brigadier generals Thompson and Lord 
Sterling, and the recommendation of the Continental 
Congress to this committee on that subject : 

Do order and resolve that three battalions of militia 
be draughted out of the militia of thi<^ »;n)vince, in 
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manner following, viz : From Hunterdon county four 
hundred and forty men, and from Burlington county 
two hundred and twenty men, who are to join and 
form one battalion. From Somerset two hundred and 
twenty men, from Sussex two hundred and twenty men, 
and from' Morris two hundred and twenty men, who 
are also to join and form another battalion. From 
Middlesex one hundred men, from Monmouth one 
hundred and forty men, from Essex two hundred and 
twenty men, from Bergen two hundred men, who are 
likewise to join and form another battalion. 

The whole to march to the city of New York with 
the greatest expedition, under the command of the 
brigadier generals Dickinson and Livingston, and such 
field officers, captains, and subalterns as are necessary 
to command the said battalions. 

Resolved, that in order to facilitate this service, 
bvelve wagons be frimished to the generals to carry 
the baggage of the several battalions. 

Whereas from the scarcity of arms, the draughts may 
not all be properly provided with the same : 

Resolved, that it be recommended to the several 
companies of miUtia, to lend their arms to such as may 
want them, and if a sufficient number cannot be ob- 
tained in a voluntary manner, the several captains are 
hereby impowered to impress them, so as to completely 
equip such as are going upon the present important ser- 
vice, the arms so lent or impressed to be appraised by 
indifferent persons, if lost or damaged in action, or 
real service, the value to be paid to the owner by the 
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province, if lost or injured by ne^igence the occupier 
to make good the damages. 

Resolved, that the generals may draw* on the trea* 
sury of the provincial Congress of New Jersey, for the 
sum of one thousand pounds, if so much be necessary 
for the subsistence of the troops on their march to the 
city of New York. 

By order of the committee, 

SAMUEL TUCKER, President 



Ftom the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Convention of New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, June 18, 1770. 

GBNTLEii&N,-^It is impossible fully to ascertain the 
strength of our enemies, or the force destined fwr New 
York. It is incumbent on us to be prepared to defend 
ourselves against any number of troops that may be 
ordered against that place. This, it is apparent, can 
never be effectually done but by adopting the enclosed 
resolve, wherein it is recommended by Congress to your 
cobny, to empower the General at New York, to call 
such part of the militia to his assistance, as may be ne- 
cessary to repel our enemies. 

The great advantages the American cause will re- 
ceive from the Civil power thus lending its aid to the 
military, and acting in conjunction with it, are too man- 
ifest to be mentioned. The whole strength of a Colo- 
ny, may, by these means, be drawn to a point, the in- 
stant the situation of affairs shall render it necessary. 
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The coldny of MMsachosettd Bay, wfcile die British 
troops lay in Boston, passed a Resohre, at die request 
of Ccmgress, similar to diat which they now recommend 
to yon. 

The colony of New Jersey, will, I am persuaded, 
imitate their example on the present occasion; and 
convince her sister Colonies, that in virtue and love of 
her country^ she is detennined to be exceeded by none. 

I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, 
Your most ob*t and very humble serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 

FV&m the Oeneral eammandmg at New Yorkj to the 
President of the Promncial Congress of New Jersey. 

New Yorft, Augost 8, 1776. 
SiR^ — I have received repeated information, that a 
number of persons known to be inimical to the cause of 
the American States, or of suspicious characters, have 
lately removed from this and other places in to the county 
of Mcmmondi m New Jersey, with intent, no doubt from 
its situation, of communicating with and aiding our 
enemies. All those of similar characters on L<mg Island 
and the other counties adjaqent to this place, will be 
secured by to-morrow morning, and I must urge the 
necessity on your Congress of adopting the same mea- 
sures in all those parts of your Province which are 
most contiguous to the enemy. There are some also 
of very dangerous characters, who I am informed are 
lurking in the neighborhood of Hackensack, and what 
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they call the English Neighborhood, particularly Ben- 
jamin Hugget and Frederick Rhinelander. 

This measure has now become the more necessary, 
as from the intelligence I have this day received, there' 
is the greatest reason to beUeve that the enemy intend 
to begin their operations in a very few days, and that 
with a very powerfiil force. For not only a consider- 
able part of the foreign troops, the British Guards, 
and an additional number of Scottish troops are lately 
arrived at Staten Island, but the army from the south-^ 
ward under General Clinton also joined them last 
Thursday. I must also urge upon your Congress the 
absolute necessity of adopting some immediate and 
effective measures for completing the troops voted, and 
for affording every other reinforcement to this place that 
is in their power, by detaching a considerable body of 
the militia, or in such other manner as will be most 
effectual. 

Of the 3300 voted by your State, we have but 1468, 
and in the same proportion from the other Colonies, so 
that you will easily conceive what an alarming situation 
we are in. As the harvest is now over, and the mititia 
^igaged most cheerftiUy to return if necessary, I per- 
suade myself they will readily turn out upon a repre- 
sentation being made to them of that necessity. 

What from a deficiency of the old regiments, sick- 
ness and the failure of new levies, we are in danger 
of being outnumbered by the enemy at least doubly, 
if not ukore. The consequences may be fisttal unless 
prevented by the spirit of the country. I hav^ de- 
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^tched expresses to Connecdcnt to caU in their 
miKtia immediately with dieir arms, blankets, and what 
ammunition they have, as the supply here to fit their 
guns is attended with much difficulty and delay. I 
must beg your attention to the same circumstances as 
hr as the situation of things will admit, but so as not 
to hinder from marching those who cannot come so 
provided. 

From Brigadier General Williamson, to the Governor 
of Netp Jersey. 

Blizabetii Town, Sepf 15, 1776. 

Sir, — I had the honor of receiving by the hands of 
Peter Sobriesky, Esq., a commission appointing me to 
the rank of Brigadier General of the MiUtia Forces of 
the State of New Jersey. 

I am laid under the most sensible obligations to the 
Legislative Council and Assembly for this distinguishing 
mark of their favorable opinion of my abiUties, and 
readiness to serve my country, at a time big with events 
of the most solemn nature that can possibly affect a free 
people. I can with gratitude promise that, as far as 
my small abilities enable me, I will execute the trust 
committed to my care with the utmost fidelity — so help 
me God. 

I must beg leave to trouble your Excellency with 
some difficulties which have arisen in the miUtia, and 
which without a speedy removal will make me despair 
of suppcHTting this post (immediately under my care) 
with that strength that its vicini^^ to the enemy and its 
importance requires. Their principal complaint is, that 
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diey have been often cidled out and remved no pay. 
This real grievance of theirs yonr ExeeUencf is weffl 
acquainted with, and without a speedy remedy, the 
important posta at the ferries of this Town will in a 
great measure be abandoned by our militia. I have but 
little hope that the militia who were upon duty the 
month past will be relieved by half th^ numbers. I 
believe, sir, that this complaint would be in a great 
measure removed by the appointment of some person 
that could be confided in, to the office of a Muster and 
Fay Master, to attend the different posts, to see that no 
false returns were made of the men, and who being 
intrusted with sufficient sums of the public money, 
might pay them with the greatest punctuality at the 
expration of every month's service, wtich would remove 
one capital cause of the present difficulties. 

Your excellency well knows the imperfections occa- 
sioned, by the frequent relieves of the militia ; for my 
part, I think if no expedient is fallen upon to prevent 
it, they will dwindle away to a mere nothing in three 
or four relieves more, if the practice of monthly rota- 
tion is continued. Should the militia serve six months 
in turn, they might be made a respectable body, and 
many great imperfections in discipline removed. I 
find the ammunition magazines in this town are very 
deficient The committee, I believe, have it under 
consideration, and will make the proper application on 
that head. 

I am, with due regard, your very humble servant, 

MATTHIAS WILLIAMSON. 
His Excellency William Livingston, Esq. 
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From Judge DeHart to the Legislature. 

EUxabethtowD, September Kkii, 1T76. 

6s]fTLBMiN,<i— Mr. Zabriskie by your order acquainted 
me that I had been elected Chief Justice of the State of 
New JerKy. This election does me great honor. I 
ean only wish my abilities were equal to that high and 
inqH>rtant office, bnt soch as they are they shall be ex- 
erted to d^harge with dignity and nprightness the rery 
great tmst reposed in me. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obliged and most obedirat 
servant, JOHN DkHART. 

To the Hon. the Legislative Conncil and Assembly of 

the State of New Jersey. 

From Deputy Quarter Master General Biddle to 
Governor Livingston. 

Perth Amboy, September 19th, 1776. 

SiR,-^! received orders about ten days ago to pur- 
chase a quantity of grain for a magazine to be formed 
above Bomdet's ferry for the supply of provender for 
the horses of the army on the New York side. 

I engaged CoL John Zabriskie near Hackensack to 
purchase about 2,000 bushels of oats, corn and rye, 
which he informed me could be got in that neighbor- 
hood, and sent to a more distant part for a larger 
quantity. I was much surprised on receiving a letter 
from my assistant at Fort Constitution, in which he 
tells me Col. Zabriskie had got no grain, as the inhab- 
itants would not sell it without gokl and silver. 
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I yesterday received orders from his Excellency, 

Gen. Washington, and from Col. , Cluarter 

Master General^ which make it requisite to have a 
magazine of hay and grain immediately formed at or 
near Fort Constitution, and this refrisal of the conti- 
nental money, or keeping back their grain, which I am 
ready to pay the ftiU value for, puts it out of my power 
to make the provision I am ordered. I thought it my 
duty to acquaint your Excellency, that the Legislature 
of this State may take the same into their consideration 
and pass such ordinance or resolves as may to them 
seem necessary. I shall be glad to be favored with 
your advice on this subject, and am, 

With great respect your Excellency's most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE, 

D. GL M. General. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Archibald Kennedy to Governor Livingston. 

Morristown, September 3Dth, ITTft. 

Sir, — By an order of the Provincial Congress of 
New Jersey, I have been confined for ten weeks past 
I don't know of any charge against me, nor the reasons 
of my being thus forced from my family. But I have 
been informed several half-pay officers have been per- 
mitted to return to their respective places of abode upon 
giving their parole of honor, a favor which I flatter 
myself will be extended to me, and which I shall frilly 
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comply with, having a nnmeroiis family of above fifty 
to provide for every day, and no person to look after 
my property. 

I need not say more on this subject, bat hope you will 
take the above into serious consideration, and permit 
me to return to my family. 

I am your most humble servant, 

ARCHIBALD KENNEDY. 
His Excellency, William Livingston, Esq., Governor 

of the State of New Jersey. 

Prom the President of the Continental Congress to 
the Assembly of New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, October 2nd, 177«. 

GsNTLEifEN, — The many and just complaints of the 
insufficiency of the surgeons and their mates, to dis- 
charge their duty in a proper manner, have induced 
Congress to pass the enclosed resolves ; recommending 
it to the several States to appoint some skilful physicians 
as examiners ; without whose approbation no surgeon, 
or surgeon's mate shall receive a commission either in 
the army or navy. 

The Congress being at present deeply engaged in 
matters of the utmost importance to the welfaure o\ 
America, have judged it absolutely necessary that there 
should be a full representation of the several States as 
soon as possible. For this end, I am to request, in 
obedience with their commands, you will immediately 
take proper measures to comply with the enclosed 
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resolve, in order that the United States may be fhHy 
represented in Congress; and the sentiments of Amer- 
ica be the better known upon those interesting subjects 
that lie before them. I shall therefore only once more 
request your compliance with this requisition of Con- 
gress, and have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
V Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 



From the President of the CorUinentai Congress to the 
Assembly of New Jersey. 

Philadel[^ October 9th, 1770. 
Gentlemen,— -The enclosed resolves which I trans- 
mit in obedience to the commands of Congress, will 
inform you of the ample provision they have made for 
the support of both officers and soldiers who shall enter 
into the service during the war. The pay of the 
former is considerably increased, and the latter is to 
receive annually a complete suit of clothes or in lieu 
thereof the sum of twenty dollars, should he provide the 
suit for himself This additional encouragement, besides 
the twenty dollars bounty and one hundred acres of land 
formerly granted, the Congress expect will be the means 
of engaging the troops to serve during the .war. For 
this purpose also, I am to request you will appoint a 
committee or committees to repair immediately to the 
army to induce such of the troops as have been raised 
by your state to enlist during the war, and to appoint 
officers for the same. 
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The Congress for very obvioHs reasons are extremely 
anxious to keep the army together. 

The dangerous consequences of their breaking up, 
and the difficulty of forming a new one, are inconceiva- 
ble; were this barrier oace removed, military power 
woold (jpuckly spread desolation and ruin over the face 
of our oouAtry. The importance and indeed absolute 
necessity o( filling up the army, of providing for the 
troops, and engaging them to serve during the war, is 
so apparent, and has been so frequently urged, that I 
shall only request your attention to the resolves of Con- 
gress cm tins suli^ct, and bepeech you, by that love you 
have for your country, her rights and liberties, to exert 
yourselves to carry them speedily and effectually into 
execution, as the only means of preserving her in this 
her critical and alarming situation. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President. 
Honlble Assembly of New Jersey. 



From Colonel Wm. Maxwell to the Governor, Council 
and Assembly. 

Point faklependenee, October 18th, 1776. 
Gentlemen, — ^Agreeably to your instructions sent by 
the Hon. John Cleve Sjrmmes and Tunis Dey, I have 
fiimished them with the necessary returns. Clothing 
I did not think worthy of mentioning as they are 
chiefly worn out I have likewise given them a fist of 
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those officers that choose to continue in the service 
during the war. 

I atn sorry to inform you, that there is not one man 
willing at present (nor do I think they will, while here) 
to engage to stay at this place during the winter. I 
have laid before them every proposal the continental 
Congress has made them; the great care your hon. 
house is taking to provide them with warm clothing, and 
the glorious cause we are now engaged in, but all to no 
purpose. They generally say that they will engage as 
soon as they go home, and I believe they will. This 
being the first year of their service, and it has been so 
severe a one, and now a contract offered, that they know 
not when it will end, it may be easily conceived they 
will require a little time to deUberate. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have in 
general as good a set of officers as there is in any bat- 
tahon in the continental service, and of course they 
will make good soldiers : what we have still remaining 
in health, I believe there is none better. 

I beg leave in a particular manner to recommend to 
your notice Colonel Shrieve, he has been very attentive 
to getting a thorough knowledge of his duty, and he is 
the oldest Lieutenant Colonel belonging to our State ; 
and although I must regret his absence from any regi- 
ment I should have the honor to command, yet I cannot 
help doing him the justice to recommend him to you as 
fit for the first preferment in these battalions, or to 
command the fourth to be raised. 

Major Grey has behaved spiritedly on every occasion. 
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He was at the head of the first division of my battalion 
when it went into Canada, and has gone through the 
several fatigues of this long campaign with credit to 
himself and all his acquaintance. I can heartily re- 
commend him as worthy of preferment. 

Captain Shnte is on command, but has frequently 
said he would serve during the war — I think you mai 
make no doubt of his continuing. My assistant and 
quarter-master I beg leave to appoint myself, (Congress* 
gave me this right before,) as those I have had did not 
suit the battalion or me. 

When the battalion wasfirst raised, aB the officers, 
excepting t|ie field ones, tost above a month's rank' 
which has grated them much, and has saved nothingto 
the public.— The case was thus: the officers got only 
warrants to recruit with, instead of their commissions. 
I hope that you will remedy that evil in some measure 
this tm»e, by dating our commissions from the time of 
our entering our names to continue in the service, I 
am informed the Pennsylvania commissioners, have the 
commissions for their officers with them. 

Capuin Scott has been under arrest for some time 
past. The near approach of the enemy will not permit 
us to have a general court marUal; there is too much 
busmess for the officers:— Colonel Dey has a copy of 
his crime. He is the first officer, and the only one, put 
under arrest, belonging to the battalion— I hope it may 
be the last; but they may depend upon coming to it 
when found to deserve it lam. Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
2 WILLIAM MAXWELL. 
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From the President of the Continental Congress to the 

Crovemor. 

Philadriplna, November IMi, 177«. 
Sir, — I am directed bj Congress to transmit joa the 
enclosed resolve, and to request jour attention to it 
The dangerous intercourse between our enemies in 
New York and Staten Island, and the internal enemies 
ai America in different parts of New Jersey, calls for 
the immediate interposition of goremment to suppress 
it You will therefore be pleased^ in conjuncdon with 
your Council and Assembly, to take such measures for 
this end as you shall judge most expedient 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost esteem, sir, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 
His Excellency, GovemcNr Livingston. 

From Col. Oeorge Taylor to John Covenhoven. 

Nomnber 19th, 177& 
Sir, — ^I have taken this method to inform you and 
the rest of the House that CoL Hendrickson's month 
ends next Thursday evening, and the men will be very 
anxious to return home. I am at a loss how to act in 
this case, as the Generals are out and no orders can be 
given. Another thing I must inform you — ^that I have 
been informed that an act of your house makes void all 
commissions when the bearer does not qualify ; as 49 
my part, gentlemen, I don't choose to qualify for several 
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reasons, and if officers hare no other principles to bind 
them bat oaths, I should be rery doubtful whether any 
very extraordinary matters might be expected from 
them. This subject I shall drop, and request your 
information whether you choose my resignation or 
whether I must act as usuaL This, gentlemen, is in 
your breasts. I have ordered a company down to 
Sandy Hook; the post I think lies most exposed. I shall 
now remain inactive till I hear further from you, which 
I expect will be by the messenger, as I have sent him 
on purpose, and the nature of the several stations re- 
quires something should be done as soon as possible. 

I therefore conclude, and submit the subject to the 
wisdom of your house, and remain, gentlemen. 
Your very humble servant, 

GEORGE TAYLOR. 
John Covenhoven, Esq., Member of the Assembly now 

setting at Princeton, New Jersey, or, in his absence, 

to any other member. 



From S. Farman to Jontph Holmes. 

Novioib6rilsft,lT7«. 
Dear SiR,-^There is a task laid upon me that I 
don't like. 

Col. Taylor refuses taking the oath required : in con- 
sequence thereof the officers refuse acting under him* 
They request me to take command the next month, 
which b^;ins to-morrow. 'Tis quite likely CoL Taylor 
has orders from ' the General, and abo money for to 
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supply the regiment with provisions. Before I can go 
I mast have orders and money to supply a commissary. 
You see the immediate necessity for orders being sent, 
or our guards on the shore may be suffering for pro- 
visions and in the greatest confusion. 

I am, S. F'ORMAN. 

To Joseph Hohnes, Esq., at Burlington. 

From Colonel DeHart to Governor Livingston. ' 
[December, 1776, original witfaoat date.] 

Sir, — I am thus hx on the road to Pitts Town, ex- 
pecting to have met the Assembly and Council there, 
but am informed by Mr. M ehelm that you have ad- 
journed to a place near Philadelphia. My business 
with them is to ascertain what price I may venture to " 
give for arms to arm the regiment I belong to. Another 
thing I would most earnestly request. That such war- 
rant appointments as remain, or have happened in our 
regiment, may not be filled up by the state, as Colonel 
Ogden and myself have already begun, and made con- 
siderable progress in the recruiting service. In order to 
do this, we have filled the vacancies already with 
officers, who have recruited a considerable number of 
men, and should this not be attended to, it will finally 
ruin the regiment in the recruiting service. This I 
could by no means have thought to be an intrusion 
upon any prerogative, as your Excellency may remem- 
ber that I applied to you to do it, or to call upon a com- 
mittee of Council so to do, and your Excellency could 
afford no expedient for that necessity. I applied to 
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General Washington, who directed the mode we have 
taken. I shall soon return to Morristown, as my 
presence and assistance are very necessary there for 
recruiting, and notwithstanding the many unmerited 
neglects our regiment has received, I shall exert myself 
to fill it The above I request you to communicate to 
Council and Assembly, and 

I am your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DeHART. 

Fr(mi the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Baltimore, Deoember 80th, 1776. 

Sir, — Ever attentive to the security of civil Uber- 
ty. Congress would not have consented to the vest- 
ing of such powers in the military department as those 
which the inclosed resolves convey to the continen- 
tal Commander-in-Chief, if the situation of pubfick 
afiairs did not require at this crisis a decision and vigour 
which distance and numbers deny to assemblies far re- 
moved from each other and from the immediate seat of 
war. 

The strength and progress of the enemy, joined to 
prospects of considerable reinforcements, have rendered 
it not only necessary that the American forces should 
be augmented beyond what Congress had heretofore 
designed, but that they should be brought into the field 
with all possible expedition. These consideraticms 
induce Congress to request m the most earnest manner 
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that the fxdlest influence of your state may be exerted 
to aid such levies as the General shall direct in conse- 
quence of the powers how given him, and that your 
quota of battalions formerly fixed may be completed 
and ordered to head quarters with all the despatch that 
an ardent desire to secure the pubfick happiness can 
direct 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 
To His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



'Ftwi Col. Bpencer to Stephen Crane of the Assembly. 

ElizabethtowD, January 28th, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — ^I was in hopes to have had the pleasure 
of visiting your honorable House of Assembly, but my 
timi9 is so ta^en. up in completing the three months* 
battalion and that of raising a battalion during the 
war, that it is not possible for me to be so long absent^ 
—therefore must give up the matter at present I send 
inclosed a list of what commissions may be wanted in 
the battallion I am now in. You'll please present the 
matter and let them be forwarded. 

With best compliments to His Excellency, Governor 
Livingston and the gentlemen of the House,! am your 
most obedient and humble servant 

OLIVER SPENCER. 
The Hon. Stephen Crane, Esq. 
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List of CommissioiM wanted— 1 Colonel, 1 Lieut 
CoL, 2 Captains, 4 first Lieuts., 3 second do* 8 Ensigns. 

N. 3. As I have not got the names of the whole, 
don't insert any of them, as the conmiissions can be 
easily filled here. 

OLIVER SPENCER. 

From Oeneral Washington to the Legislature of I^ew 

Jersey 

Head Qsarten, M<Mrriitown» Janiurj 31st, 1777. 

Th^ great countenance and protection shewn and 
ff!9em to deserters, by persons in the difierent neighbor** 
hiMMk fipom whence they originally came» has made that 
vice so prevalent, in the army that unless some very 
efiectoal measures are frUen upon to prevent it, our 
new army will scarcely be raised before it will again 
dwindle and waste aw-ay firom that cause abne. 

I know of no remedy so effectual as for the difler^it 
states, immediately, to pass laws laying a v^ severe 
penalty upon those who harbour or fail to give informa- 
tion against deserters, knowing them to be such, and 
strictly enjoining all Justices of ike Peace and oflkera 
of the mifitia to keep a watchful eye over and appre- 
hend all such persons as shaD return from the army 
without a discharge. 

In order that this most salutary measure may be 
carried speedily into execution, I have not only desired 
Congress to recommend it to the difierent States, but 
have myaelf wrote circular letters to them all, pressing 
their compliance with my request Desertion must 
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cease, of coarse, when the offenders find they have no 

shek^r* 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, yonr most obedi- 
ent servant G^ WASHINGTON. 
To the Hon. the Representatives of the State of New 

Jersey. 

From Colonel Chambers to the Speaker of the 
Assembly. 

Rarkan, February 5th, 1777. 

Sir, — I have consulted my officers, and in conse- 
quence of which, I do request yon will reconunend to 
his Excellency, Governor Livingston, the following 
persons to be Field Officers in my BattaUon, viz.: 
Major Cornelias Stout, for Lieutenant-ColoneL 
David Bidiop, Adjutant, for First Major. 
Captain David Jones^ for Second Major. 
John Schanck, for Adjutant. 
You will please to urge the necessi^ for those Offi- 
cers, and beg they may be immediately commissioned. 

Cobnel Lowerey being appointed Commissary for 
this state, declines acting as Lieutenant-Colonel. 
I am, sir, your very obedient and humble servant, 
DAVID CHAMBERS, Colonel 
To John Hart, Esq., Speaker of Assembly. 

From Jonathan D. Sergeant to the Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

Baltimore, Febimry 6di, 1777. 
DsAR Sir,*— Pursuant to the appointment of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, I have attended the Con- 
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gresii as one of the Ddegates, from their first sitting at 
Baltimore to this time. As, daring this period pablic 
affairs have taken a mnch happier turn, and my own 
[Hivate circumstances have assumed rather a melan- 
choly complexion, I hope your honorable body will 
excuse my wishing to retire to the management of my 
private concerns. 

The loss of my house by fire, is the least part of my 
misfortunes, as my attention to politics daring these un- 
happy times has at once superceded my business and 
prevented the collecting my accounts till the greater 
part of my debtors, it is to be feared, are either ruined 
or not to be found. For these reasons I find it neces- 
sary to apply myself to some business for the support of 
my family. My attendance in congress must be a bar 
in the way of all such attempts, and I must, therefore, 
beg that some other person may be appointed in my 
place. I shall, however, attend till a person can be 
appointed to succeed me. 

I am your most pbedient and humble servant, 

JONA. D. SERGEANT. 
Hon'ble J. Hart, Speaker, &c. 



Frtnn Abraham Clark to the SpeaJker of the Assembly. 

Baltimore, Febniary dth, 1777. 
DsAR Sir,— *I lately heard the Assembly of New 
Jersey had met, but cannot learn where, and am there- 
fore unable to give a proper direction. The four New 
England C<^nies have had a meeting of committees 
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itom their Legislatures to consalt upon measares for 
their mutual defence, and for regulating trade and com- 
merce. Their proceedings are before Congress, and I 
exp^t will soon obtain their approbation ; and recom- 
mendation will therefore be sent to New York, New 
Jersej, Pennsj^hrania and Maryland, to appoint com- 
mittees to meet at Philadelphia fcwr the purpose of 
regulating the prices of all articles of trade, &c. The 
southern states will also be desired to meet for that 
purpose. These matters, if passed, you will soon have 
notice of. 

I am much alarmed with General Washingtcm's 
proclamation of the 25di of January. He has as- 
jumed the legisktive and executive powers of govern- 
ment in all the states. I moved Congress to pass a 
resolution I introduced for preventing its fatal conse- 
quences, and the establishing such a precedent My 
motion was committed, and is now before the com- 
mittee. I hope our Legislatures will take proper 
notice of it, whatever issue it may have in Ccmgress, 
and not tamely submit their authority to the control of 
a power unknown in our constitution. We set out to 
oppose tyranny in all its strides, and I hope we shaB 
persevere. 

A regulation for providing carriages for the army, 
and to prevent as much as possible the custom of im- 
pressing, has long been before a Congress committee, 
and has been recommitted, and so it remains. I wish 
you would not delay passing a law for regulating im- 
presses of this kind. *The devastations of New Jersey 
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by the enemy will, I think, make it necessary to prevent 
cattle ranning at large, as fences on the main road are 
wantofnly destroyed, and cannot soon be made. I think, 
too, that no person ought to be compelled to fence 
against street cattle at any time. 

Mr. Sergeant talks of resigning, and Mr. Stockton, 
by his late procedure, cannot act I wish their places 
may be supplied by such as will be reputable to New 
Jersey, not only by their integrity but abilities. 

The tories in the two lower counties of Maryland, 
and on the eastern shore of Delaware, are very trouble- 
some, and collecting forces, aided by several men of 
war in Delaware, but more especiaUy in Chesapeake 
Bay. The militia and two Continental regiments are 
marcMng against them. 

I expect Congress will soon remove from hence to 
Lancaster, though it is not yet determined. If that 
should happen, I shall be greatly perplexed with the 
chests. Our chief reason for removing is the extrava- 
gant price of Uving here. The price of board, without 
any liquor, a dollar a day, horse keeping 4s., wine 128. 
per bottle, rum 30s per gallon, and every thing else in 
proportion, and likely soon to rise. 

I am, dear sir, with great regard, your obedient and 
humble servant, 

ABRAHAM CLARK. 
John Haet, Esq., Speaker of Assembly of New Jersey^ 
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From James Sullivan to Governor Livingston. 

BoBton, Febmaiy 9tfa, 1777. 

Sir, — As chairman of a committee of the House of 
Representatives of this state, for this parpose especially 
appointed, I enclose yon a copy of an act lately passed 
by this government for regulating the price of the arti- 
cles therein enumerated, and which may from their 
nature and use, and from the present situation of the 
country, come under the denomination of the necessa- 
ries of life. 

The want of a sufficient medium in silver and gold 
to support the present war, necessarily procured the 
emission of bills of public credit, and in proportion to 
these emissions the public debt must be increased. It 
therefore became a measure of the last importance to 
lessen the very extravagant price to which these 
articles had arisen, and without it the wages of the 
soldiers would have been insufficient to support bis per- 
son and family. Had not the very weighty and impor- 
tant business which so constantly demands the attention 
of the honorable Congress prevented it, their making 
these regulations would have given the measure, even 
here, a more extensive and salutary influence than can 
be expected from what the northern states have done. 
That the prices of those necessaries might throughout 
those states be as uniform as the situation and custom 
of each state can admit of, and the particular situation 
of Congress and the army being such as jHrevented our 
making application to that honorable Assembly upon 
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this subject, a committee from their several Assemblies 
met at Providence, and drew the oatlines which were 
generally adopted by these Assemblies; and it is the 
ardent desire of Massachusetts that some sach regula- 
tion may be speedily embraced by all the American 
states. 

I am also directed co enclose you a copy of a reso- 
lution recently passed by the General Assembly here, for 
preventing the exportation of the several articles therein 
mentioned ; and am authorised to assure you that this 
measure did not in the least proceed from any abate- 
ment in that sincere affection which we have for our 
sister states, but from an earnest desire to feed and 
dothe that army upon whom the salvation of America 
so materially depends. 

Had we not taken this step, the few evil-minded 
and designing persons yet in America, who leave no 
measure untried to ruin us, together with those who, 
regardless of their country's weal, are seeking their own 
emolument only, wouM have monopolised near all the 
goods which we have, and which we design for the use 
of the army. 

This embargo was rendered in some measure neces- 
sary by the Regulation Act, or rather by our sister states 
not coming into similar measures, for aU our goods 
would soon have been either concealed from the use of 
the army, or have been carried to those places where 
an exorbitant price coukl be obtained for them. But 
we hope soon to see the army so well clothed, and 
such regulations in trade take place in all the United 
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States as will enable as to repeal tkis resolatioa : wkieh 
we shall do in such case with the greatest cheerfobiest. 
I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedi* 
ent and humble servant, 

JAS. SULLIVAN. 
Hon. William Livingston, Esq., Governor. 

Fr&m General DickiMmn to Ch^vemor Lwing$fam^ 
HaadjQiaftori cm Rarilan, Fek i% 1777. 

Sir,— I wrote your Excellency some time ago, aad 
thtti reminded you of our conversation at Morrtstowii« 
Although my private affairs demanded my immediate 
attention^ yet much was due to the public ; and I cquid 
not think of absenting mysdf from the station in 
which the late honorable convention of this state had 
placed me, without giving timely notice, especially as it 
was a time of great dai^er. The situation of my 
family and affairs require my utmost care and attention, 
Mrs^ Dickinson has been long confined to the houser. 
and by a letter just received is now confined to her 
room ; my fiunily and efibcts dispersed through three 
states, my loss has ahready been very considerable, and 
without my attef^on will be greasy increased. 1 
joined hb Excellency, Gen. Washington, the 25th Nov. 
last, since which time have not spent a single hour in 
looking after my property in this state, which now 
suffers exceedingly. The sii;uation of my &xm is in 
so public a part of diii states— «I have so sensibly fek 
inconvenience attending the same, that Mrs. Dickinsoa 
chooses to remove to some more distant and secure part 
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of the coontrj in a neighboring sti^ wUcfa I am de- 
tennined to comply with as sQon as I am released 
with honor. I have a place to parchase^ and then to 
remove my family and effects^ which will take ap a 
considerable time, and the season is advancing fast. I 
therefore request yoor Excellency will be pleased, with- 
cat fail, after the timely notice I have given yon, to 
release me by the appointment of another general by 
the first of March next, as my sitofttion' is snch, that I 
cannot remain longer without the greatest injury to my 
fiuttily. The gendeman whom you junior with the 
appmntment will be pleased to call upon me at my 
quarters the banning of March. If my conduct has 
met with the approbation of yoiir Exc^lency, and the 
General Assembly of the State, it will be to me a source 
(tf great pleasure. 
Your Excellency's most obe4ient and bumble servant, 
PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
His Excellency, Gov. LnriifoaroN. 

From Col Shrieve to Governor Livingston. 

Frincfiioa, Msreli tt, 1777. 
Sir, — I have been repeatedly applied to' by the state 
officers of my regiment for their commissions, and have 
been informed, that they are to be glvw by the Hon. 
John Hancock, on your exceflency's certificate that 
they have been duly appointed. My quarter«4naster is 
gmng to Philadelphia <m business. If your excellency 
will please to give him such certificate, he wiU call for 
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the comnussions. Charles Uxibrd was first appointed 
qaarter-master, but I have not seen or heard from him 
since his appointment ; I supposed he declined serving. 
After my arrival at this place, the necessity of such a 
useful officer obliged me to apply to the General to ap- 
point one in orders, when Benjamin Osman, a very 
proper person was appointed. The officers of the 
regiment, together with myself, pray he may be con- 
tinued by the honorable Council, now sitting at Bor- 
dentown. 

I am your exeellency's most obedient and humble 
servant^ 

ISRAEL|SHRIEVE. 
To his excellency, Grovernor Livingston. 
Tiie staff officers of my regiment are 

Luther Halsey, Adjutant 

Benjamin Odman, duarter-Master. 

William ^ute. Paymaster. 

Lewis Howell, Sorgeon. 



From Governor Lmngston to the Vice President of 
the Council of Safety of Pennsylmnia. 

Haddonfield, March 18di, 1777. 
Sir, — Captain Walton will wait^n thefCommittee of 
Safety with one Borden and his son, boatmen, and 
four other prisoners, Scotchmen, lately bound from Fhila* 
del[^ia to New York, and taken on that account at 
Squam Beach. The boatman; ^denies his being privy to 
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the designs of the passengers of going to New York. 
He has however contradicted himself in his relation to 
C(d. Randolph, to whom he declared that he left Phila- 
delphia without passengers, and has while here, express- 
ed himself to the guard in a very violent manner against 
the Congress. The passengers confess their design of 
going to New York, if they could have prevailed upon 
the boatmen to carry them, and there to have embarked 
for Scotland ; justifying themselves in the measure under 
General Washington's Proclamation, though it has no 
reference to people in their situation, and if it had, they 
were under no necessity of going in so clandestine a 
manner. They being inhabitants of your state, I send 
them to you for further examination by advice of our 
Council of Safety. The said boatman has been employ- 
ed in rigging your galleys, and has been for 25 years 
acquainted with your river, and had been employed in 
New York in sinking the " Chevauxde IHse" 
Sir, I am your humble servant, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'l David Rittenhouse, Vice President, &c. 



From Colonel Bull to Governor Livingston. 

Waterfield, March 27th, 1777. 
Sir, — Yours to David Rittenhouse, Esq., was receiv- 
ed wherein you recommend Col. Willman, and desire to 
know the terms : — which to laborers is 4s. 6d. per day 
with diet— every man to bring his own blanket Sol- 
diers or militia in continental service receive one shilling 

3 
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per day with an allowance of ram over and above their 
monthly pay. I have now at Billingsport about 200 
workmen, chiefly soldiers. I remain your excellency's 
Obedient and humble servant, 

JNO. BULL, Colonel. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

From James Wilson to Governor Livingston. 

PhUadelphia. March 28, 1777. 

Sir, — There is great reason to believe that a certain 
John Curlis of Shrewsbury in New Jersey was con- 
cerned in taking at Bristol the packet from General 
Waslungton to Congress. I was one of the Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into that matter; and in 
that character think it my duty to write to you upon 
the subject, that Mr. Curlis may be apprehended and 
examined. 

I have the honor to be, with much esteem, sir, your 
very humble servant, 

JAMES WILSON. 
His Excellency, Wm. Livingston. 



Minutes of the Commissioners appointed to regulate 

Prices. 

York Town, Wednesday Morning, March 26th, 1777. 

The commissioners appointed by the states of New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland 

and Virginia for the purpose of considering of and 

forming a system of regulation adapted to those states 
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to regulate the juice of labor, of manafactures and of 
mtemal produce within these states and of goods im- 
ported from foreign parts, except military stores, to be 
laid before the respective Legislatures of each state for 
their approbation, met at the house of Mr. William 
Wfcite. Present 
John Sloss Hobart, Col. Robert Van Rennselaer, of 

New York. 
Theophilus Elmer, Joseph Holmes, of New Jersey. 
George Henry, Bartram Galbreath, John Whitehill, 
Richard Thomas, David McConaughy, of 
Pennsylvania. 
General Caesar Rodney, Lt. Col. Thomas Collins, 

Col. James Lattemore, of Delaware. 
Norman Bruce, John Braceo, Henry Griffith, Joseph 

Sim, of Maryland. 
Lewis Burwell, Thomas Adams, of Virginia. 

Thomas Annor, Clerk. 

The several commissioners produced their creden- 
tials, which were read, approved and ^led. The 
resolve of Congress recommending to the several 
Legislatures, or, in their recess, to the Executive power 
of the states of New York, &c., to appoint commission- 
ers to meet at York Town in Pennsylvania on the third 
Monday of March instant, to consider of and form a 
system of regulation adapted to those states, to be laid 
before the respective Legislatures of each state for their 
approbation, was read and Gled. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock, afternoon. 
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The coiqinissioners met Wedoesday afternoon at 
3 o'clock, porsoant to adjoornment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Chairman, &€• 

Ordered that Mr. Hobart, Mr. Henry and Mr. Adams 
be a committee to devise ways and means to prevent the 
mischiefs arising from the spirit of monopoly so preva- 
lent in these states. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Thursday morning 10 o'clock, March 27, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present, Lewis Bun/i'^ell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
Adjourned till 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Thursday afternoon 4 o'clock, March 27, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

The committee to whom it was referred to devise 
ways and means, made their report, which, being read, 
was ordered to lie on the table for consideration till to- 
morrow morning, and is in the words following : 

Your committee to whom it was referred to devise 
ways and means to prevent the evils arising from the 
spirit of monopoly so prevalent at present, have taken 
the same into consideration and beg leave to report the 
following resolves — 

Whereas many evil minded and disaffected persons 
have engrossed and monopolized largfe quantities of the 
necessaries of life in order to enhance the price, distress 
the army, and discourage the good people of these 
states in the present glorious struggle for their liberty. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
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Legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Pennsyhrania, 
Delaware, Maryland and Vii^nia to pass laws for the 
purpose of fixing the prices and enforcing the sale of 
such necessary articles as have been or may be from 
time to time engrossed, and which shall be necessary 
for the use of the army or the consumption of the in- 
habitants. 

Resolved, That the prices of the following articles 
that shall have been or may be engrossed or monopo- 
lized as aforesaid, do not exceed, in any or either of the 
said states, the rates hereinafter mentioned. 

Resolved, That it be further recommended to the 
several Legislatures aforesaid from time to time to fix 
the prices and enforce the sale of such other necessary 
articles imported from foreign parts as may be monopo- 
lized in manner aforesaid. 

Resolved, That no person ought to be considered as 
an engrosser or monopolizer who shall keep an open 
shop for the purpose of selling goods by retail, and who 
shall make no distinction in the price between gold and 
silver and continental bills, or the bills of credit of the 
respective state where the sale shall happen. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday morning 10 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
The report was read and debated. 
Adjourned till 3 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 

Friday afternoon 3 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq,, Chairman. &c. 

After some time spent in the consideration of the 
report, ordered that the further consideration thereof be- 
deferred till to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday morning 10 o'clock, March 29, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

Ordered that the report be recommitted, and that Mr.. 
Braceo, Mr, Collins and Mr. Eliner be added to the 
committee, and that they be instructed to prepare a 
system of measures for remedying the evils occasioned 
by the present fluctuating and exorbitant prices of labor,, 
of manufactures, of internal produce, and of goods im- 
ported from foreign parts, except military stores. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock Monday morning. 

Monday morning, 10 o'clock, March 31, 1777. 

The commissioners met pai»uant to adjournment 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

The committee made their report, which, being read,, 
was ordered to lay on the table for consideration, and is 
in the words following-^ 

Your committee to whom was recommitted the report 
of a plan to prevent the evils arising from a spirit of 
monopoly so prevalent at present,, with an instruction 
to prepare a system of measures for remedying the 
evils occasioned by the present fluctuating and exor- 
bitant prices of labor, manufactures, internal produce, 
and goods imported fron foreign parts, have taken the 
same into consideration, and ai«e of opinion that the pre- 
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sent fliictaatiiig and exorbitant prices of these articles 
are owing to the following causes. 

1st The great quantity of paper currency brought 
into circulation for the purpose of supporting the war ; 
whereby the medium greatly exceeds the quantity of 
transferable property, especially in those states in the 
neighborhood of the army, and is therefore so fiatr forth 
decreased in its value to those who have no further 
use for it than to purchase the necessaries and con- 
veniences of hfe. 

2d. The non-importation agreement, which subsisted 
while any hope remained that Great Britain would d<r 
justice to the colonies, and the great risk attending a 
fcNreign commerce since the declaration of war, have 
prevented the inhabitants of these states from receiving 
the usual suppUes of foreign commodities ; which, to- 
gether with the scarcity of raw materials and imple- 
ments requisite fo^ their manufacturing the necessaries 
and conveniencies of life within themselves, have re- 
duced the quantity on hand greatly below the demand 
for the actual consumption of the country. 

Add to these, that a number of disaffected and inim- 
ical persons in the different states, who eagerly seize 
every opportunity of perplexing and distressing the 
good people in their present glorious struggle for every 
thing that ought to be dear to freemen, have refused to 
receive the continental and other currencies in pay- 
ments ; and where that could not be avoided, have by 
investing their monies in silver, gold, and other commo- 
dities, which have an intrinsic value, and by giving 
high and exorbitant prices for the same, led the way 
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for many inconsiderate persons to follow so pernicious 
an example ; whereby the spirit of monopoly and extor- 
tion has increased, great quantities of the necessaries 
and conveniences of hfe have been purchased and laid 
up, by some, undeir an expectation that should the event 
of the war prove unfavorable to the United States, pro- 
perty would be more secure in those articles than in 
paper currency; by others, with a view to the rapid 
increase of their fortunes by extorting an exorbitant 
advance upon the prime cost of their goods ; which has 
induced the manufacturer to withhold his conunodities, 
and the laborer his service, unless they could obtain a 
price equally extravagant. For the remedy of which, 
and to prevent the like evils in future, your committee 
aJre of opinion that a general and permanent system of 
giving stability to, and preventing extortion in the 
prices of labor, of manufactures, and of internal pro- 
duce within the United States, and goods imported 
from foreign parts ought to be adopted, and for this desi- 
rable purpose, beg leave to report the following resolves. 

Resolved, First, that it be recommended to the seve- 
ral legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, by taxes and other- 
wise, according to the abilities of their respective states, 
to collect as much as possible of the paper currency 
already emitted, and not to issue the same again, but in 
dases of the most urgent necessity. [Disagreed to.] 

Resolved, Secondly, that it be recommended to the 
several legislatures aforesaid, to fix the prices and en- 
force the sale of such commodities as now are or here- 
after shall be in. the hands of such persons who engross, 
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monopolize or withhold them from market ; the same 
being necessary for the use ot the army or navy, or 
the consumption of the inhabitants, and that the follow- 
ing articles, which may be so engrossed, monopolized, 
or withheld from market, be sold at a rate not exceeding 
the prices hereinafter mentioned. 

Viz. And that the prices of all other articles that are 
or may be engrossed, monopolized, or withheld from the 
market, as aforesaid^ be fixed by the respective legisla- 
tures in such manner as that they shall bear the same 
proportion to those already enumerated, which they 
usually did before the commencement of the present war. 
And whereas, the price of labor and of manufaictures 
ought to be proportionate to each other. Resolved, That 
it be recommended to the legislatures aforesaid to pass 
laws for the purpose of fixing and settling the rates and 
prices hereinafter enumerated ; viz : And further, that 
the manufactures rfot herein enumerated, be rated by 
the respective legislatures, in such manner, as that the 
prices may bear the same proportion to the price of 
labor, as now fixed, that they did before the commence- 
ment of the present war. 

And whereas, the practice of exposing goods and 
merchandize to sale, by way of public vendue has 
tended to increase the present fluctuating and exorbi- 
tant prices of the necessaries and conveniences of Life 
and encourage the spirit of monopoly : Resolved, That ' 
it be recommended to the respective legislatures afore- 
said, to pass laws for restraining such practice in future, 
except in the case of commodities, which shall ^have 
been condemned in a Court of Admiralty, or taken by 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 CORRESPONDENCE OP THE NEW JERSEY [1776. 

process issuing oat of the other courts of law ; in which 
cases to regulate the sale by providing that no goods, 
wares or merchandize be sold in large lots ; and that 
no lot be removed from the warehouse, in which it 
shall be stored, under the care and direction of the 
proper officer, until the purchase money for the same b# 
first paid down. 

And whereas^ the most speedy and effectual measures 
ought to be pursued for procuring a suffici^it supply of 
those commodities, which are more immediately tieces- 
sary for the use of the army and navy, and the con- 
sumption of the inhabitants. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective 
legislatures aforesaid, to encourage the commerce to 
foreign parts, by establishing public assurance offices on 
the account of the respective states ; to encourage by 
premiums and otherwise, for a limited time, the import- 
ation of medicines, coarse woolen and linen cloths, 
coarse hosiery, felt hats, raw hides, tanned leather, men's 
common shoes, salt and wool, cotton and tow cords ; to 
discourage by every prudent means the importation 
and use of fine woolen and linen cloths, and all kinds 
of superfluities. 

To prohibit the exportation of skins and furs of all 
kinds, except to some one or other of the United States; 
to encourage by premiums and otherwise the increasing 
the number and improving the breed ^ of sheep; the 
raising of flax, hemp, land cotton, the manufacturing of 
woolen and linen cloths, and the erecting of slitting 
and wire mills and salt w^orks. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock, afternoon. 
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Monday afteniooD, 3 o'clock; March 31, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &C., 
The report was read a second time and taken inta 
consideration ; after some time spent thereon, 
t Resolved, That the further consideration of it be 
deferred till to-morrow morning. 
A^oumed till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

. Tuesday morning, 10 o'clock, April 1, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

The consideration of the report was resumed. 

A motion was made and seconded, that the report be 
rejected, and the question being put it was received in 
the negative, in the manner following : viz : 

For the affirmative, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-^ 
land. 

For the negative, New York, New Jersey, Virginia. 

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, afternoon. 

Tuesday afternoon, 3 o'clock. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday morning, 10 o'clock. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, T^ewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

Mr. Braceo moved, and was seconded by Mr. Bruce„ 
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that the report be amended as follows : In the third 
resolve after the word "labor" leave out the word "and" 
and after the word "manufactares" insert the words, 
internal produce within those states, and of goods 
imported from foreign parts, except military stores and 
coarse woolens, linens, felt hats, coarse hosiery, anA 
men's common shoes for the use of the army only, 
implements of manufacture, medicines, raw hides and 
salt. 

For the question, Delaware. 

Against the question. New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia. Maryland divided. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Wednesday, 4 o'clock, afternoon. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, £sq., chairman, &c. 

After some time spent in the consideration of the 
report, the commissioners came to the following resolu- 
tion, viz : Whereas, it appears in the course of the 
proceedings of the board, that there is a great dissimi- 
larity of sentiment among the commissioners, about the 
measures to be adopted for remedying the evils occa- 
sioned by the fluctuating and exorbitant prices of labor, 
manufactures, and internal produce within these states, 
and of goods imported from foreign parts, except mili- 
tary stores: some conceiving themselves restricted by 
the resolves of Congress and the instructions received 
from their respective legislatures, from entering into any 
regulations but such as shall directly limit the prices of 
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those articles : — while others, conceiving that such 
regulations will be productive of the most fotal conse- 
quences to these states, are for adopting measures whidi 
in their opinion will in their c^eration tend to counter- 
act the causes which have occasioned the evils so justly 
%oiU{dained ot From whence it is evident that this 
Board cannot proceed with unanimity in establishing 
any particular system of measures for answering the 
purpose of their meeting : — Therefore, Resolved unan- 
imously, That certified copies of the proceedings of 
the Board be transmitted to Congress, and to the res- 
pective legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia ; and that 
this meeting be dissolved. 
A true copy. 

LEWIS BURWELL, Chairman. 
Signed Thursday evening. 

By candle-light, Aprils, 1777. 

From General Heard to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarters, Raritan, April Ist, 1777. 

Sir, — Inclosed you have the copy, of a letter I 
received from Colonel Beavers, in the county of Hun- 
terdon, by which you will see what a bad situation the 
militia of that battalion are in on account of the 
Captains of the several companies refusing to do their 
duty. I should be glad of your directions how to pro- 
ceed in the matter, that the men may be brought here ; 
they being very much wanted at present, as many of 
the militia's times expire this day. 
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Likewise ^oald be glad of directions to know what 
is to be done with people that refuse to give up their 
{NTOtections, as I hare now a man under confinement 
that refuses to give his up. The miUtia law points out 
no mode of what is to be done with such people. 

There is a villain apprehended with a warrant found 
with him to enlist men for the British army, and now in 
confinement, who has informed me there are many per- 
sons out now upon the same business, chiefly in Sussex 
county, the names of which you will find on the back 
of the letter enclosed, and beg you will direct such 
methods for the apprehending them as you shall think 
most proper. I should have sent after them myself^ but 
have so few troops now here thought proper not to 
spare them, but to wait your directions. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

NATHANIEL HEARD. 



From Colonel Beavers to General Heard, enclosed in 
the foregoing. 

March 29th, 1777. 
Sir, — This is the second time the other field officers 
and myself have met on the orders you have sent me, 
and can do nothing, as three of the Captains of this 
battalion refuse to act ; nor have they warned a man in 
their companies on either of the orders, to wit : Captain 
Shenard, Captain Meddler and Captain Cline. I am 
and have been very unwell for some time or would 
have waited on you myself with pleasure, for your direc- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 47 

dons and advice on this important occasion, and must 
beg that favor by the bearer, Major Fettit, who can 
inform you of our whole proceedings. 

I have the honor, sir, to subscribe myself your hum- 
ble servant, 

JOS. BEAVERS. 
To General Heard. 

A list of the persons' names now enlisting men for 
the British army — 

Robert Ellison, (late Squire) in Sussex. 
Peter Anderson, do. 

William Hutchinson, do. 

John Ensley, (Sergeant) do. 

Hutchinson is soon expected at Brunswick with his 
company. 

From Charles Pettit to Governor Livingston. 

Burlington, AprU 6th, 1777. 
Dear Sir, — You are aheady informed of my situa- 
tion respecting the residence of my family. I am 
obliged to remove them from the house they now 
occupy, and have no other provided for their reception, 
I have already taken not a little pains to procure a 
house, but without success, and it is an object of so 
much importance to me that I must still pursue it. 
Had I been at liberty a month or six weeks ago to give 
attention to this business, I find I might have accom- 
plished it with much less difficulty. This, however, 
being business of a private nature, I should not have 
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troublecj your ExceDency with it, but by way of apology 
for what follows. The Legislature have thought fit to 
vest Mr. Bowes Reed, Mr. Josejdi Newbold and myself 
or either of us, with authority to move the records now 
in the Secretary's office, in case of alarm, to some place 
of safety. How soon such alarm may happen is very 
uncertain ; and from the circumstances I have men* 
tioned it is very probable that when the hour arrives, I 
may be engaged in my family affairs, probably at a ccm-- 
siderable distance firom this place, that I cannot give it 
due attendance. I am also apprehensive that if it be 
deferred till the enemy are on the march this way, it 
wiU be very difficult to get the business effected : 
indeed, even now, I doubt whether teams could be got 
in this neighborhood to engage in it without military 
authority. Were it within my official duty, it might 
be said that my private concerns should give place to 
it. But as it is altogether extra-official, I am persua- 
ded that it will not be expected. I mean not, however^ 
to withdraw myself from it firom any other motive than 
necessity, and I am persuaded the circumstances of my 
fiunily will for the present sufficiently plead my excuse. 
If I can get them settled in time, I will turn my atten- 
tion to this business. But it seems to me that if it be 
proper to move the records, no time should be lost in 
getting about it Were I to attend wholly to it, I 
should wish to have the advice of your Excellency 
and the Council of Safety as to the place, and the route 
by which they are to be taken, and I conceive it is my 
duly to lay the matter thus before you. It is indeed a 
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bofliiiess of an Executiye nature^ which the Board, I 
believe, might have imdertaken without the special 
act for the purpose, aod in which they will now, 
l^robably, think proper to give their aid, especially as 
coercive power may be necessary in the doing ot it 
The boxes to pack the books and papers in are ready 
in the office. From the present very uncertain situa- 
tion of our afiairs, I have not been able to fix any 
epiiuon as to the place the records should be moved tOw 
T«ur means of intelligence are so much better than 
mine that you can determine on better grounds. I 
earnestly wish the Board would be pleased to give 
such advice and direction in the matter as they think 
best. Mr. Newbold lives within a few miles of Bor- 
dentown, and may be easily consulted with. Mr. 
Reed will probably be at hand to superintend the 
packing up. Perhaps the necessary wagons may be 
procured at Bordentown. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellenc/s most 
obedient and humble servant, 

CHAS. PETTIT. 
His ExceDency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Silas Condict to Governor Livingston 

MoniBtdwn, April 7tfi, 1777. 

Dear Sib, — This day I received your favor of the 

23d uh., wherein you acquaint me that I have been 

appointed one of the Council of Safety. I am much 

concerned that you have so few members attending at 

4 
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this critical season, and although it is extremely difficult 
at present for me to leave home (my family being in- 
oculated, and not yet through the small pox,) yet I will, 
come at any time, rather than public business should 
suffer, on notice given me that it is necessary. Col. 
DeHart told me to-day that the battalion had arranged 
its officers, and only wanted an opportunity to present 
it for commission. The Colonel says that he has at 
Gen. Washmgton's request examined several of the 
prisoners now in jail here, and that it will be best for 
the Council of Safety to sit in this county soon ; and 
if this is thought proper, I think it will be best to sit 
either at Mendham, or at Capt. Dunn's in Roxberry, 
As the army is still at Morristown, and it will be incon- 
venient to sit there. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

SILAS CONDICT. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From William Smith and Benjamin Rufnsey, to 
Governor Livingston. 

PhUadelphia, April 8th, 1777. 
giR^ — Mr. Campbell being a gentleman unknown to 
us, we have made inquiry into his character, and hdve 
the pleasure to be informed that there was a gentleman 
of that name of a good and fair character who lived 
in St. Mary's county, in Maryland, married there, and 
had children; that he lost his wife and carried his 
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children to Scotland about two years ago to be educa- 
ted. That he is in the possession of property, and has 
always been zealously attached to the liberties of 
North America, having stepped forth as early in her 
cause as any of her sons. As he appears to be the 
man, we are of the opinion that he may be released by 
your Excellency, as we esteem him a good fellow 
citizen, a thing rare in his countrymen with us, and 
cannot apprehend the least danger from him. 
We are your Excellency !s most humble servants, 

WM. SMITH, 
BENJ. RUMSEY. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



Examination of Jesse Woodward. 

Allen Town, April 10th, 1T77. 

The examination- and confession of Jesse Wood- 
ward. 

He says he has pressed wagons, and disarmed a 
certain Arthur Livingston, and took John Hendrick- 
son's gun out of his wagon on the road near Buckelow's 
for the use of the British army : that he went from his 
house about the last of December 1776, into the Pines 
about ten miles from his house, and Uved in one of the 
cabins for about a week at a time, and sometimes went 
home and removed to a cabin on Crosswick's Creek 
above Wall's Mill, where he has lived for about three 
or four weeks past 

He has seen Thomas Fowler and Nicholas Williams 
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since his going to the last mentioned cabiui and says 
they came to him and he had some conyersalion with 
them, and that he understood from his children they 
were under the same circumstances that he was. He 
says he had no authority from any person in the British 
or Hessian army to impress horses or wagons, but that 
he went in company with others that went to press 
wagons, viz. Anthony Woodward,^ commonly called 
little Anthony, and that his brother Anthony Wood- 
ward, commonly called black Nat, was in company 
with them ; he says he has left his gun in a tree in the 
woods, somewhere between his former cabin and the 
one he last lived in, with some powder and shot 

He says he with the others above mentioned was at 
Jacob Hendrickson's, and that he ordered a wagon and 
two horses from there ; and that he saw Samuel Wood- 
ward sometime about the fall of the last snow at his 
house ; that Fowler and Williams were with him the 
best part of a night ; went last to see him at his cabin, 
but he don't recollect the day of the week or how 
many days ago. He says he only impressed the 
wagon for the British army, and not the guns, as he 
says he intended to return them to the owners. 

Taken before me the day and date above written, 
and in the presence of CoL Brearley. 

FRAN'S WADE, at AUen T6wn. 
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Fr^m Fr^nfiis^ Wink to Ghmetmar Lmn§Uon. 

ABOR Town, April leA, ITTT. 

SiR,-^ was handed yaw obHgkg fitvor of ^ 9th 
ioBtant, hsl ni^t since which Lewis BaMeda and th# 
pavly wkh him. have sacoeededso far as to secwe Jesse 
Woodward, whom I have examined, and have now en* 
closed his confession to jou to lay before the honorable 
the Council of Safety, and himself a prisoner for farther 
examination. I find he is very backward in giving any 
information. Yoa'U find by his confesaon and FowWs, 
that they d^r mad| in the time of their last meeting 
and talking togedi^ ; it however plainly appears that 
there is a gang of them Hving among the pines and no 
donbt in readiness to shew themselves whenever oppor- 
tmi^ offisrs« I therefore think it a dnty incumbent on 
me for die good of the service, to continue here until I 
represent this matter to his Excellency, General Wash- 
ington, notwithstanding I have his letter, if my private 
afihirs call me home to go. 

I am much obliged for your Excellency's, and the 
Honorable the CeunciFs approbation of my conduct, 
and hope to deserve it on aU occasions when the ser- 
vice of my country caHs on me. 

I am, very respectfofly, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble setrant, 

FRAN'S WADE. 
To His ExceHency, Wm. Livingston, Esq., Governor 

of New Jersey. 

P. S. I have not heard ferther about die corps of 
Wiffiams. I am of opinion it is agreeable to Genf 
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Washington's general orders that Bastedo should have 
the rifle and gun taken from Fowler and Williams. If 
you and the honorable Cooncil are of the same opinion 
shall be glad to know, and shall act accordingly. You 
have, inclosed, a note left by Col. Samuel Forman. 
Ammunition is much wanted, if any, it would be well 
to send some by the party. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarters, MorrutowD, Apr3 16, 1777. 

Sir, — I am honored with yours of the 14th. i don't 
know whether Col. Duyckink comes properly under 
the civil or military jurisdiction, but from the following 
state of the facts on which I ordered him to be secured, 
you will be able to form a judgment ; and if you think 
he falls within the civil line, I will most cheerfrdly give 
him up to you. 

Some time in the winter. Col. Duyckink came vol- 
untarily out of Brunswick, and surrendered himself to 
GenL Dickinson, at Millstone ; said he had seen my 
proclamation, and had come to take the benefit of it ; 
that he had been ill-used by the British army, and that 
he was determined to remain with his countrymen* 
GrenL Dickinson sent him up to me ; he told me the 
same story and I permitted him to go at large. Some 
little time after this, he applied to Lord Stirling for lib- 
erty to return again to Brunswick, who not being 
acquainted with the circumstances, granted him per- 
mission ; but before he went GenL Dickinson, luckily 
received information from a person who came out of 
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Brunswick, who told him he had heard Cortlandt 
Skinner teU Duyckink "he was afraid it would not do, 
and that there would be danger in the experiment," 
meaning his going out under pretence of becoming a 
convert Upon this he was stopped and carried before 
GenL Green, who asked him what was the reason of 
this sndden alteration in his sentiments. He said that 
he could not in conscience take the oaths to the state, 
as he had taken the oath of allegiance to the king ; 
that the people in the country threatened his life ; 
and that he thought he had better return to Brunswick. 
Genl. Green asked him if he had not considered the mat- 
ter of taking the oaths to the state before he came out, 
as he owned he had seen the proclamation. But he 
gave such evasive answers that it convinced us that he 
only came out to get intelligence, and I therefore had 
him apprehended and sent to Philadelphia, where he 
has been since confined. He is looked upon as so dan- 
gerous a man by the well affected in this part of the 
country, that I believe his being set at liberty, and suf- 
fered to remain in the country, would create great 
uneasiness. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON 

His exceUency, Gov. Livingston. 
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From Francis HopHnson to Governor Livingston. 

Phaii4<?>lphMi, Friitey. 

Dear Sir,— The enclosed letter is from a Committee 
of Congress, requesting that yon would cause John 
Curlis to be apprehended and examined, 

Mr. Wilson is at present so engaged in the investiga- 
tion of a dangerous plot, (the particulars of which I 
have wrote to Mrs. Hopkinson,) that he couki not be 
so explicit as he could wish, and therefore requested me 
to inform you that the desire of the Committee is, that 
you would be so good as to have this Curlis strictly 
examined, and if you find sufficient grounds of suspi- 
cion, or any direct proof against him, that he may be 
forwarded to Philadelphia. 

The Congress have it much at heart to discover by 
what means the packet of Bristol was conveyed to . 
Lord Howe, and to have the traitors brought to light 
As I gave you all the particulars of this affair that had 
come to my knowledge, there is no occasion to repeat 
them now. Only this I would observe, that it will be 
necessary for you to have the evidence of Bassonet's 
bar-keeper at Bristol But I fear Curlis has taken such 
good care of himself that he will save you and us any 
further troufeile. 

With compliments to Mr, a^id Mrs. Imley, I have the 
honor to be 

Your friend and humble servant, 

FRA« HOPKINSON. 
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Pmm Ghmnral PtUnam to Growmor Livingst^m* 

IMnoetQii, Apra aMi, ITTV. 

Dear Sir, — Under a gaard I send yoa Stephen FkxKi 
Jacob Dancer, John Bmler Lmch, and an old l/VtUiain 
Hal^nny, who have been taken gomg in and out of' 
Bnmswick. 

Inclosed is a copy of a letter from Major Sendder, 
by which yon will see what Flood is accused of, and 
several depositions against Dancer. 

Flood was sent to me without any crime, and nothing 
(thos) appearing against him, I gave him a pass to 
Philadelphia; and afterwards recdved the inclosed 
frcmi Major Scudder. I 9GBt immediately after and 
secured him* 

Elisabeth Brewer, whose dqpositioii yott have in- 
dosed, was taken coming out of Bnmswick, and 
brought before me. She gave informadon of one Lueas 
Voovhees, likewise of Linch and Hal^nny, ifdiom I 
now send you, and many othen whom I have sent for, 
bat not yet secured. 

There was nothing particular appearing against Voor- 
bees, and I (of consequence) dia»issed him, first taking 
his pvole not to communicate any intettigence to the en« 
emy relative to the situation or strength of the American 
army ; but on the contrary to immediately communicate 
aH the inteUigenee he can collect of the movement and 
intentions of the British army to some of the officers in 
the continental service. The above Elizabeth Brewer 
has an incfination to enter the hospital as a nurse, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW 1ER8EY [1777. 

which employment she has been before engaged at% 
this place ; and the surgeon giving her a good character, 
I have thought proper to detain her here for that pur- 
pose. 

If you have any objections, and will let me know, I 
will send her immediately to you. 

I am, sir, with utmost respect, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

ISRAEL PUTNAM. 

His excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From lUv. A. Mc Whorter and Elisha Boudinot to Crov- 
ernor Livingston. 

Newark, Aprfl 26, 1777. 

May it please your exceUency : — The unhappy situa- 
tion of this town, being so contiguous to the enemy, 
who threaten us daily with an invasion, renders it 
absolutely necessary that the militia of this place should 
be put on a more respectable footing, and officered with 
gendemen whose tried fidelity in a time of distress 
entitles them to the confidence of their country. A 
number of the inhabitants have agreed to recommend 
as officers the persons mentioned in the enclosed peti- 
tion to your excellency. And as some particular reasons 
render it absolutely necessary that no time should be 
lost in having proper officers appointed, we have sent 
Mr. Banks as an express. He is a person who is ca- 
pable of giving a true representation of the state of the 
town, and who may be depended on. If your excel- 
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Jency and the council should approve of the gentlemen 
recommended, we beg Mr. Banks may be dispatched 
with the commissions immediately. 

We have the honor to be your exceDency's most 
ob't and h'ble servants, 

A. McWHORTER. 
ELISHA BOUDINOT. 
Governor Livingston. 



From Major Taylor to Governor Livingston. 

Cranburj, May 7, 1T77. 

May it please your Excellency : — By a letter received 
from Major-Greneral Putnam, I was commanded imme- 
diately to apprehend Peter Overt, Mr.' Lake and Fran- 
cis Letts, living near Raritan river, in the county of 
Middlesex, and send them to your exceUency. The 
general informed me that they have lately been trading 
with the enemies of our country with potatoes and 
some other articles. They carried on this trade by 
means of one Halfpenny, a very old man, and an in- 
habitant of the same part of the country with them- 
selves. There have been many complaints brought 
against those men this winter past; but not sufficient 
evidence appearing, they have as yet been unpunished* 
From your humble servant, 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
Commanding officer at Cranbury. 
His excellency, William Livingston, Esq., 
Governor of the State of New Jersey. 
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From Mag or Taylor to Gwernor Livingston* 

Cnuibwjr, lihy 15, irn. 

May it please yow excellency:— ^Thi^ mMOWg sent 
on under guard two prisoners, taken by a parQi^ firow 
this post, within oi^ mile of the enemy's lines, going to 
Brunswick as they themselves confess.^ The name of 
the one is Thomas Woodbum firon^ Crosfnedu, with 
whom I am unacquainted, but his neighbors give him a 
very bad character. The other's name is Thomas 
WilliaiDfl, who is also a stranger to me : he says that 
he formerly taught an English school in different parts 
<4 the country : he came ivom New Yoik four weeks 
pasti and wa^ now endeavoring to return* These kimA 
of m/Bn are certainly very dangerous to the state, yet it 
is very difficnJt to obtain any evidence . against tbern^ 
fwther thaor what we ourselves do observe. If I can 
ppasibly get any m(Mre evidence against John Drown, 
alias Lee, semt to Haddoofield from this place, I will 
immediately send it on to the governor. 

From your very handle servant at command, 

JOHN TAYLOR, Major 2d BattaUon. 
To his Exoellenpy, Wy. LnrmcNSTON. 



From Colonel Bmarly to Ghvemor Livingston. 

AUentown, May 19, 1777. 
Sim — ^Your excellency will have delivered herewith 
a certain Gile^ Wittiams, who left this state last sum- 
mer with Elisha Laurener and others, and joined the 
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enemy on Staten Isktnd ; he has for some time past 
been kurkiag in the fiats with a set of viHains, but 
was yefy Inekily tnken kst sight in the edge of Ae 
Pines^ by Lienf. Barton, and sent np to diis pfatce. 

I am your excellency's most obedient and humble 
servant, 

DAV^ BREARLEY, 3m. 
His excdlenqr, Governor Livinostoh. 

From John Cox and Ely ah Clark, to the Prmdent of 
the Council of Safety. 

POTiD of Litde Egg Harbor, June VStAa, \m. 
Sia, — We this morning received information fimn 
Capt Bradley, at the Foxboroogh, that on the 10th 
instant, about six o'clock in die evening, a brig 
appeared off Little Egg Harbor Inlet, and made a 
si^al for a Pilot, on which Joseph Sowey with 
his iNPother and two boys went off to conduct her 
into pOTt, and were nnhick^jr taken and carried off. 
Immediately on taking them on board, the brig pro« 
ceeded to the month of Great Egg Harbor Inlet, where 
she again threw out a signal for a pilot, on which Mr. 
Golder, a noted man in that way, went off with his 
boat, and on approaching near enough to discover what 
she was, finding her to be a vessel of force, and observ- 
mg her to hoist out her boat to windward, which was 
managed with some degree of precipitation, he immedi- 
ately put about, and poshed for the shore, the enemy's 
boat pursuing with onfy two men appearing, and on 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1777. 

coming within about one hundred yards, a number of 
men instantly showed themselves, and fired on Golder 
and crew, who with tome difficulty gained the shore, 
but were obliged to quit their boat, which fell into the 
hands of the enemy. As Sowey is one of our best 
pilots, and well acquainted with our Inlet, we doubt 
not he will be made use of by the enemy to bring in 
their tenders, and pilot them up the bay and river; 
which may be productive of the most fatal consequen- 
ces, the inhabitants being in the most helpless condition 
and havihg a great number of cattle and other property 
that must immediately fall into the hands of the pirates, 
unless some spirited steps are immediately taken to 
prevent it ; and being desirous of doing everything in 
our power to disappoint them, we have presumed to 
take from Capt. Shaler eight or ten pieces of cannon, 
belonging to a sloop of his lately cast away on the 
coast, which we have this day ordered down to the 
Foxboroughs, under bis direction, with orders immedi- 
ately to throw up a battery to defend the Inlet, and to 
annoy the enemy as much as possible, should they 
attempt an entrance. 

There is now at Foxboroughs a guard of about 20 
men, and Col. Clark will immediately order down as 
many more, to assist in doing the necessary work. 
Powder and provisions for the people v^U be immedi- 
ately wanted. Shot can be procured here. We doubt 
not the hon'le Council will think it expedient to 
lose no time in giving the necessary directions for 
effecting what they may think ought to be done on 
this alarming occasion. 
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We are, with great respect, your most ob't and 
h'e ser'ts, JOHN COX. 

ELIJAH CLARK. 
The Hon. the President of the Council of Safety. 

Frofn the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, Jane 12th, 1777. 
Sir, — You are hereby requested to order out forth- 
with five hundred of the militia of the state of New 
Jersey, to assist in completing the works now erecting 
at Billingsport for the defence of the river Delaware, 
it being of the utmost consequence that the fortifica- 
tions at that place should be completed without delay. 
By order of Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prest. 
His ExceUency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Judge Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Newtown, June 14th, 1777. 
Sir, — Enclosed your Excellency has a list of the 
convictions, and the judgments thereon, at this very 
tedious, and I would have said, premature Court, if the 
Council had not thought expedient on mature delibera- 
tion to have appointed it. I had the pleasure to find 
Mr. Justice Symms here at my arrival, and confess if 
I had supposed the Council would have spared him for 
the business, I would not have travelled post over the 
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momtauM ifaroi^h the itin tmd late iitfo tlie itt|^t on 
so very short a niitiee. 

Judges yd^tug in office, and not appointed for their 
legal erudition, assotiales but reputable farmers, doctors 
or shopkeepers, young officers, no council nor clerk, for 
want of timely notice, which was not even given to the 
sheriff, and this in a disafiected country, both witn^es 
and criminals to be collected from all parts of the state. 
Thus circumstanced was a court of the highest expect- 
ancy ever held in New Jersey; a court for trial of a 
number of state criminals, some for high treasdn, a 
crime so little known in New Jei^ey, that perhaps ^e 
fim lawyer in it would not know how to enter ju^- 
ment under our constitutimi. It would liiake an excel- 
lent paragraph in Gaine's veritable Mercuty ; no other 
printer would venture to publish it In En^and where 
treasons and rebellions are from immemorial usage, 
become familiar terms, twdve learned judges from the 
first courts in the world, the members of privy council, 
and the first gentlemen in the kingdom, would have 
been sent on such an errand, and attended by old and 
experienced officers, and the ablest council at the bar ; 
witnesses prepared, criminals to try, and seasonable 
notice given. But there the law is systematically ad- 
ministered, and die ministers of it have settled forms of 
practice, under sm old constitution weU understood. 
And here we have a new modelled government, incom- 
I^ete in parts, young in practice, and contingencies un- 
provided for. 

Seriously, sir, with due subn^ssbn to tte coundl, I 
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dioald have thought that for a court of such conse- 
qaence, the members of the council and some of the 
bar ought to have been joined in the commissicm 
and requested to attend. We have set with great pa- 
tience, and have now closed the third week. Had it 
not been for the negligence or villainy of a rascally 
gaoler, in suffering John Eddy, the only person indicted 
for high treason, to escape yesterday morning, I flatter 
myself we should have acquitted ourselves with tolera* 
Ue success, and I hope have given satisfaction to the 
good people. This escape has given me much uneasi* 
ness, as I fear it will be undeservedly attributed to the 
inattention of the court. If the gaoler was not privy 
to the escape, which did not appear, he is perhaps too 
severely punished. The court in fixing his punbhment 
had a retrospective eye to past abuses of this sort, and 
thought an early example of severity would be likely 
to prevent them in future. He appears to be a young 
simple fellow, unacquainted with the duties of his office, 
and not fully instructed by the sheriff, who has been 
almost daily cautioned on the subject. This gaoler's 
case is recommended to the mercy of your excellency 
and council, at such season as you shall judge expedient 
to exercise it. Mr. Att'y Gen'l will inform you of the 
particular demerits of the other convicts ; some of them 
may hereafter be entitled to partial pardons ; I wish I 
couM say they were at this time. The little time the 
members of the court had for considering the commis- 
sion after my arrival, hurried us into a matter which on 
further consideration I confess I am not satisfied with 

6 
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I noan die thott tune hemaeii tbe teste «Blid rmma 
£ir the fnecipe ier tbe Gnuid Jaiy. In £i^k«Kl I 
obienre fifteen days wm ordend, oa msMt^ Mkhmfk- 
tiDii, of all tlibe j/fidgem actmg ander the special com- 
mission of 1746. Wlurt the practioe bas been inNolir 
Jersey we do not know, as ^ dark has none of 4te 
lonaer circuit papers If we havie etred, it is {Mttrd^ 
€kai;geable on die conney for a^cnntiag tlie co«M *> 
shortly after issiang the ceoHnisBion, and they aite 
hound to get the legisitfure to core it i£ad I had half 
an hour^« time lor thin^mg <tf the matter, it should 
have been otherwise. 

hk your letter notifying me ^ this court, you ob- 
serve that my not attending the courtat BwlingMi 
had given uneasiness. Wfaaltever private imfiridtsds 
lAight have tfaou^it, I am persuaded no memher of 
die legislature had the least right to expect my ainend- 
ance. Two hundred miles a day is rather haid 
travelling, and even that would not have ^bne unless 
they suppose me possessed oi the spirit of <tivina- 
tion. I accepted my present <^fice to manifest my 
resoludon to serve my country. I mean to do the dnty 
of it while I hold it, according to my best judgment. 
Whenever the legislature think they can fiD it more 
advantageously, the tenor of my commissicm shall not 
disapp(Hnt them. 

The court rose without adjournment, as it was not 
supposed they would have occasion to set again, 
unless Eddy should be retaken. If this should be 
the case I hope one of the other justice® will be able 
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t6 dtteUd; 1 feiy 1 ^hkll iltft t ^Hsh tfte fdgiiikture 

befoi^fe another dooit dt^ Wbtild tkk6 td^bi* 66iisitfSP- 

adon the jud^eht ill Ugh ttbasott,-^^^ld fikdicttiefit^ 

at the ^t 6f the kihg,— and sdme oth^ dilBctlMt^ fk 

fohner practice, iehidi th6 Att*y Getfl wiB ttiriitlcm t6 

you. 

I have the hbnor to be yotir eXdiUdtcfn yery hnm- 

ble serv*t, 

ROB^ MORRIS. 
Gov'r LiTitfostoit. 

From Cherries Ptttit to Chvemor LwingsUm. 

BoHington, Jane 16, liiH. 
DeaH Sia, — You will receive herewith a draught of 
a Commission of Oyer and Terminer, which I hare 
made from one of the old forms ; it is a translation as 
I3)eral as the change of style will admit I send also, 
by way of cover, the draught of the late commission fot 
Sussex, so that you may have an opportunity of com- 
paring them. On farther consideration, (though I haye 
had no opportunity of examining books,) I am better 
satisfied that the Court of Oyer and Terminer may be 
legally held under such commission, if it were only by 
virtue of the Act for reviving and establishing the 
courts of justice. The only doubt that remains is the 
appointment of assistant justices to those of the Su- 
preme Court, as it may be said they ought to be elected 
by the Council and Assembly ; if so, it might be well 
at their next meeting to elect a set of associates for 
each county. 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE FfEW JERSEY [1777* 

The late movement of the enemy has put the militia 
pretty generally in motion, except in this county where 
bat few have turned out ; something more may yet 
perhaps be done with them, especially as they hear 
their neighbors are going with cheerfulness and confi- 
dent of success. 

Friday and Saturday we were not quite free from 
alarming apprehensions, knowing but little of the ene- 
m/s strength, what course they would take, or what 
numbers of militia would turn out to aid our army ; 
but we now imagine they will not reach far westward 
of Brunswick. I have, however, moved away the 
boxes I was some time ago desired to prepare, with 
their contents, leaving nothing but a few conveniences, 
for current business. You will know what I mean by 
this description. 

You will scarcely expect anything in the news-way 
from me, as the attention of every one is now so fixed 
on the transactions of the part of the country you are 
nearer to than I am. I may, however, mention a 
report we had on Saturday last, (which seemed to come 
straight, and has not been contradicted,) that the enemy 
had invested Egg Harbor Inlet, and taken out two sloops 
and a larger vessel outward bound. 

I am, with great respect, D'r sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

CHAS. PET TIT. 

His excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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From Oeneral Heard to the Council of Safety. 

Pompton, June 17tfa, 1777. 

Gentlemen, — I send down this day several persons 
for your examination. They are charged with taking 
away in an onlawful manner some tea stored at Para- 
mns. I also send Major Gordon with several exami- 
nations, and orders from his Excellency, General 
Washington, respecting it, and as they were not in. 
actaal service at the time of taking said tea, most refer 
them for jonr determination. The quantity of tea 
missing supposed to be near four hundred weight Mr. 
Gordon will inform you more particularly. 

I am, gent, your humb. ser't, 

NATHANIEL HEARD. 
Council of Safe^. 



Fro^n Charles Pettit to Governor Livingston. 

Bmiingtoii, June lOth, 1777. 
Dear Sir, — I had the honor to enclose to you a few 
days ago a draught of a commission of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, &c., but as conveyances are uncertain, I know 
not when it may reach you. Last evening I received 
the enclosed letter from Col. Cox, and in order to 
convey it to you, I shall send this to the commanding 
officer at Bristol, with a request to forward it, either by 
the return of an express, or by some officer going to 
head quarters. I would beg leave to recommend it to 
your Excellency's consideration, whether it would not 
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be propor to order a part of the militia to watch the 
motioiw id thie «Mnij abont the £fg Haibor blcts. I 
ha^ beqi i^fpJn^e4 ^® militia, from Trenton upwards, 
to*lJm«4<>'?ti^H;?a^?^lM(4n|iaiii;ni||j, 1 9)30 

<J| <>48 ; but ^Jwit $topj^ §JBfi1^1IH>i9A 9^ tl^Wf W 
tlKJ^ ^w|» C9^t^ wfc^e tfeB e^^^fljy's y^^ ^ c$nr 
*W«te » ^f?Wf J»»^ d?i}ly w^ 4W5e»t? in, i9M# 

fif»?ral|j? W*^ ^ »pt fer tji%? ¥PW#»tW» I JhW* 
mentioned ; an^ tj^ i}Qii|r t)4p]i| ^e$ip^ve9 the ^99^ 
exposed there, as the FennsjFJiya^ \toq99 ar^ wit^^f^n 
froiji ]^^|^aj^>9i;t Yofir ^^(pellencj will judge how frir 
it will be proper to alter the orders respi|c|)i|g i\^e, is^jffgi^ 
of the southern counties. As to this county, I fear but 
little is to be expected. A baneful influence has been 
too nweh ^retid among the people, and Ihou^ there 
are yet ipany among them who would willingly act 
y^ ^rffffi^ty i^ t^^sy kn(?w bow tft s^et aboi|t i^ t^jipu- 
s§p^c^, are lost to the imbUc for v^t of ap^ve 8«^ 
^^ted ol^eifs 9^ 'vi^eig^t a,iid iijiJ^nence tp colle.ct a^4 
4f9,)y, ^B? tfl ^ ppip^. In these ajbxipii^ tinve^ th«|fe 
i|(i|Bn^ tp bs a njecessqk^y foT soij^ es^V)^hf;4 fffld^ qC 
<lflft';faRWW fr«>P ^ S'WK?'' Pf the, 9taffi to yppHc 
If^cpllftpipy, ^ pioesien^ w«?* t%« ^xigpinsy ^v^ 9ft 
|^;e49|f(g, I «1^4sfiaurc«]y l^io^ by wM' lipnte to «ei^ 
W 9?Br^ ^ y W <w W^ft JfoiR wight be £fip4. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] ssMirTrrs pbm 1776 to 17ML 71 

niiitoury poww ■unt m a gr«^ neaHuw ovenfaadow 
tlM< eiTil^ Im* at ilus distance from it, tka Exeeativa 
powar af the govanmiaat would, gira vigor to tha 
pahfic measures. As to affairs merdj of a crnii natmnv 
tbeva nmj aot be immadiata fl«ca«at3f to call jonr 
ExcqUeycy'i attan^a to them, as the govemment is so 
&r established in this tfimiHx of tha state as to work ita 
way pretty well in the ordinary course. Bat having 
the enemy all around the coast, exigences are constantly 
arising whidi require exertions and military arrange- 
menla that I am iq^prehensive our officers are not equal 
ta^ and both the commaBder^in-ohief of the state^ and 
OMBmander^in-ehief of the army, being at so great a 
dhrtano^ I fcar will be attended with inconvenknce. 

I have said more than I intended when I began thb 
lelMr, and perhaps more tha» it beoomes me to say Oft 
sabjeola of lids kind, but as it has arisen merely from a 
regBHPd to the welftire of the state and the honor of your 
gwenunent, I am persuaded you will oonsider it as an 
emaM^km of frtenddiq^, rather than impate it to an 
iiV^oftin^At desire of inteimeddUng in things out of 
my Mne of duty. K the hints I have mentioned pro^ 
daee imy effect for the good of the stat», they will net 
meet with year censwe; if otherwise, I hope they 
wtt be estieemed at least innoeeM, and escape repre^ 
bewioB, froaa the goodness of die motive which gave 
rke to tji^n. 

People in general^ as w^ in Philadelplna as in thia 
part of Jeis^, are far from being ^ttsmayed at the lata 
mm^uvres of the enemy: on tka dhar hand, they 
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think the cause never had a £aurer prospect of snccess 
than at present And so long as this sentiment does 
not lull us into sln^ish security, it may be rather ben- 
eficial than otherwise. 

I am, with great respect, your most ob't and h'e sv*!, 

CffS PETTIT 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Joseph Hedden, Jr., to Governor Livingston. 

Newark, June 2l8t, 1777. 
Sir,— I take this opportunity by a light-horse sent . 
by Major Hayes, to transmit to your Excellency the 
names of the women that have their husbands at N^w 
York or Bergen, with the enemy. Nothing new in 
this town since I saw your Excellency. I am daily 
applied to by some of the inhabitants of this place to 
nominate some fit person to act as deputy Surrogate. 
There are a number of wills to be proved, and letters 
of administration granted, and no person in this county 
qualified to act in that office. If your Excellency 
would please to appoint Elisha Boudinot, Esq., to that 
office it would greatly oblige a number of the inhabitr 
ants of this town. There yesterday came to this town 
one Caleb Bruen, who was taken prisoner about eight 
weeks ago by the enemy, at or near Paramus. I sup- 
pose he is sent by Mr. Brown and Mr. Isaac Ogden to 
get intelligence. He is to return back to New York in 
three or four days, and shows a pass from Gen. Pigot to 
come to Newark and return to New YorL If your 
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ExceUencj thinks proper said Bmen should be per- 
mitted to return to New York, please to inform me bj 
the bearer. 
I am your Excellency's most ob't and h'e serv't, 

JOS. HEDDEN,Jr, 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Names of the Tory women. 

Ehzabeth bailey, Hannah Ward, 

Mary Longw^th, Abigail Ward, 

Sarah Crawford, Elizabeth Wheeler, 

Margaret Nichols, Mrs. Connelly, 

Catharine Longworth, Ehzabeth Brown, 

Phebe Banks, Sarah Sayres, 

Lydia Sayres, Polly Wood. 



From General Dickinson to Governor Livingston. 

Bonndbrook, Jnne 26th, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — I received yonr Excellenc/s letter by 
Mr. Rnnyon ; which together with the information 
received from several members who attended the joint 
meeting at the time of my being chosen, has given me 
the sincerest satisfaction. I do accept the commission 
of Major General as a mark of the approbation of my 
conduct of the honorable Council and Assembly of 
this state, and shall on all occasions endeavor to render 
the most essential services in my power. 

Neither my own health, nor the situation of my 
fiunily, would permit me to accept a commission that 
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vJlie^ftYe^tfew » * ewieriiJ, pal} for tb^ mlitw I ^Pwtt 
attend, and continae as long as the militia reoiMii oat^ 
or his £^cel}mcj shall tJfffik pi^^Kn I !»&?« bef^ ia- 
fwm.^ by qmij ^en^men of both houses the ap- 
pointment was made with tb9^ lieiK* 

His Excellency, Gen. Washington, last evening re- 
quested me to ani ip G^n. iSeand with about 500 men 
to PomptosL, to take Us old station. Ab I appielMid it 
win come wMb mor^, pcoprie^ from jkmm Szce&Bcy, 
I beg (jbf» fiMior qI ymi tB send such an order. ^HMold 
your ExcellMcy, upon a similar oocMon in figure, 
think it pMper fiir me to issue sadi m ordev, you will 
please to signify the same. 

Several penom in the counties of Bodington 
and Hunterdcm, I am informed, have an inclination 
to form themselves into a troop of horse, as there are 
not My in tjiat part of the state; and their o^y 
being sujp^iently known to your Excellency, I should 
bft §^ you wonld . g^ve peonisiriovL for raising a 
Vfqaj^ Captain. Gaipibli^ of Buiiwg^n coq^ty, had 
<4^ed to i^jM a troQf^ should yonr fixc^lkncy thi^k 
fHifp^ to corojinifwion him. He says yonqg Mr. Nosdex 
vpfk 9'0^ff% a, ooDpunus^ion, apd also Mr. Isra^d C^J^ of 
Qmiti^fjon cou{Uy, will take the L^ute^aw^* Theri^ 
w^y l^ some rul^ lespec^ this matter diat I am W>t 
af;^g;9iuted with ; whatever they , are most be kn^iwn to 
your Excellency, 'fys^t as we have an immediate and 
prf^apg Qf^tm^n for a ni^nber of li^-hor9e» I beg leave 
e^p^y tp ri^uest you will giv$ thi« mattw immedw^ 
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dlqpatch. This letter is prepared in great haste, upon 
a shattered table, and in a crowded room. Yonr 
ExcdHency will dMrefore excuse inaccuracies. 

Ashkfise^enoy bat dnmissed t^oiiMtia^iipos their 
promiBe of an iauMdmte retam if Meessaiy, shaM go 
to TieiitOB |br a fefw^days if Milling matmal bappCBS* 

¥«» SiLcelloM^s most ob't eer^t, 

-FHILBMON DiOKINftpR 
Mb Exedlmey, Gov. hpnmmom. 



Iham Maf0tt Hoyes te 0$mmar LiwingUam^ 

Nefwark, Jom 90, 17W. 
fiba, — ^In pnrsoance of jFonr exeelleney't order of the 
24th instant, ordering me to r em o ve from the eoimty a# 
Bis ea certain women and children therein m^itiontpd, 
I last Satnrday sent the foHowing wom^i with their 
chfldren'on the east side of the Haekensftck River; 
viz : Oathupttie Longworth, Elizabeth Bailey, Hannah 
Ward, and Mary Wood ; Fhebe Banks had gone to 
Vhm York by way of Hackmsack before the oidhsr 
oane to hand. EMzabeth Wheeler is loo 8i<^ to be 
removed. I cannot find any soch person as Apna dadk 
Mtter in New ¥ork or EUzabethtown. 

I have the honor to be your most ob't ser't, 

&AWL HAYS8. 
HttExoeMency, Gov^r Livmmvoii. 
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From Joseph Htdden, Jr., to Oovemor Livingston. 

NewaA, June 30, 1777. 

Sir, — On Satarday last we had an alarm here, and 
expected the enemy in town within an hour from the 
time tiie alarm was given. My first thought was the 
prisoners which we have confined here. Upon going 
to the jail I could find neither sheriflf nor jailer to con- 
sult with in regard to their safety. The sheriff* lives 
some seven miles from the town, and the jailer ten. 
The enemy can at any time they please, with a party 
of men, and with the assistance of their flat -bottomed 
boats, ravage this part of the country, and carry off* who 
and what they have an inclination for ; and it is im- 
agined they will make an excursion to this place, before 
they entirely quit the Jerseys for forage and provisions. 
If your excellency and the honorable council think it 
pro|ler the prisoners should be removed from this town, 
to some more remote part of the state, please to give 
some directions about that matter. Four of the vil- 
lains who are confined here, the sherifl* has given 
liberty to use the court room, and has also given the 
jailer orders to admit certain persons to have free, 
access to them, who are thought to be unfriendly to the 
country. Mr. Camp wiU give you more particular in- 
formation on this subject 

I am, sir, your excellency's most ob't and hunL ser*t 

JOS. HEDDEN,Jr. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 
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Chief JusHce Symmes to Governor Livingston. 

Newtown, June 14th, 1777. 

Sir, — Since I wrote your excellency yesterday eve- 
ning, I haye fhrther to acquaint yon, that two of the 
cnlprits that escaped on Monday are taken and brought 
back to jail. The county is all out after the others, 
and I hope more will be taken. I cannot procure the 
express I last night expected, but am promised one in 
the morning by the sheriff. I submit to your excellen- 
cy and the gentlemen of the Govncil of Safety, the 
great necessity there is of again opening the court of 
Oyer and Terminer in this county, to try these two for 
felony, as taking the arms and keys in the manner they 
did will no doubt tuck them up. An exhibition of this 
sort will work wonders. The people cry out to a man, 
" let them be hanged ;" and a. gallows was never 
adorned with two gents more deserving of it James 
Morris and one of the Atwoods are the two taken. The 
presence of the Council of Safety, and a little more of 
the Court are as necessary at this time, as the rays of 
the sun are to vegetation. Since writing the above, the 
scouts have come in with three more, five in all. While 
the enemy are in your neighborhood, 1 humbly conceive 
your exertions will operate to better purpose at a dis- 
tance. " The military overshadowing the civil," says 
Mr. Pettit 

I remain, sir, your most ob. ser't, 

JOHN C. SYMMEa 

His excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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Newarii, July 1, ITH. 

SiRr^I received Mr. Paterson's letter of this day, 
about half an hoar since, and in compliance to yow 
excellency's request, send yon a list of the names of the 
prisoners confined here and at Elistbetfatown) with 
their crimes, Su^ &c. 

Peter Dubois, John Robinson, Eliphelet Johnson, 
Thomas Codmus, Jr., and James Nuttman. imprisoned 
by the inferior court held here last week, six months for 
refoinng to take the oaths of the state. 

John McGinness and Jno. Havens, imprisoned by 
said court nine months, for attempting to go over to 
the enemy. 

Isaac Ogden, an old ofiender, smd one whom your 
excellency knows. 

George Watts and Jno. Edeson; committed to goal 
for treason, have not yet had their trials. 

Aaron Kingsland, committed for passing counterfeit 
money ; not yet had his trial 

The above persons are in the goal of this town. 

Morris Hetfield and Baker Hendricks, removed from 
this goal, by order of the sheriff, to Elizabethtown gaol, 
and are committed for passing counterfeit money ; not 
yet had their trial 

The enemy have left Amboy and gone over to 
Staten Island and Bergen. I think this town is 
much more exposed now than when they were below 
us. I beg your Excellency will favor me with an 
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(tmmm by th^ tetom of the b««ltre^, Mth ^ttDlci«iltt ttt- 

I atti 7^6«r SsccdUettey'* iaotit htMAb servlht, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jirtrtk. 
His Excellency, William LnrmcrsTON, Esq., Gdvettitfr 
and Commander-in-Chief of the state of New Jersey. 

[Drafted by Wiiiiam Paiermm on the foregoing sheet J] 

Whereas Peter Dubois, John Robinson, Eliphelet 
Jofansoti, Thos. Codmus, Jun'r, and James Niittm^n 
stand committed in the common goal at Newark, in 
and for the county of Essex, for the space of 6 months 
by the order and judgment of the court of General (QL 
Sessions of the Peace for the said county, for refusing 
to take die oaths of Ab. and AL, agreeably to law. 
And whereas John McGinness and John Havens wens 
*^ by order of the said court imprisoned for 9 months on 
being duly convicted of a misdemeanor for attempting 
to go over to the enemy ; and whereas Isaac Ogden, 
George Watts and John Edeson are imprisoned in the 
goal aforesaid, being charged with high treason ; and 
also whereas Aaron Kingsland and Morris Hetfield and 
Baker Hendricks are confined, the first in the goal 
aforesaid and the two latter in the goal at Elizabeth 
Town, being charged with felony for altering and pass- 
ing bills of credit, knowing them to be altered ; and it 
being represented to this board that the vicinity of 
Newark and Elizabeth Town to Staten Island and 
other places in possession of the enemy, their exposure 
to incursions render it necessary that the persons above 
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named should be removed to some more distant and 
secure place in the state. It is therefore agreed that 
the persons aforesaid be confined in the com. goal at 
Morris Town, and that orders of removal be immedi- 
ately made oat and executed. 

From Creneral Forman to Edward Taylor. 

Middletown, Monmouth Coantj, July 2d, 17T7. 
Sir, — Several complaints have been made to me re- 
specting your conduct, particularly for acting as a spy 
amongst us, and from several corroborating circumstan- 
ces, especially that of giving information to a party of 
tories and British, commanded by your son, George 
Taylor, late militia Col. in this county, now a refugee, 
by which means your son and his party escaped the 
pursuit of a body of militia sent to attack them. I do 
therefore enjoin it upon you that you do for the future 
confine yourself to your farm at Middletown, and do 
not re-attempt travelling the road, more than crossing it 
to go to your land on the north side of said town, unlesi 
by liberty obtained from the legislative body of this 
state, or this order be recalled, under the risk of being 
treated as a spy. 

Yours, &c., 

DAVID FORMAN, Brig. General 

From Governor Livingston to General Winds. 

MorriBtown, Julj 3d, 1777. 

Sir,— Ton are hereby directed to detach 200 men oi 
the miUtia of this state, viz. 200 from the county of 
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Morris, and the remaining 100 from tlie comities of 
Snssex and Essex, "to be employed in apprehending 
dbaffected persons agreeably to the directions of the 
Governor and Conncil of Safety of this state ; and 
whenever the men are raised and properly equipped, 
(which is to be done with all possible expedition) you 
are to notify the same to the Governor and Council of 
Safety ; upon which you will be furnished with a hst of 
the persons to be apprehended. The men are to be 
charged not to commit any depredations upon private 
property. 

The above detachment will only be a Major's com- 
mand. It is not expected that you will command them 
in person unless you choose to do it By a late resolu- 
ti<Hi of Congress, no other pay i^ allowed to any officer, 
beyond that, to which the officer whose proper com- 
mand the detachment is would be entitled. It is 
thought that Major Hayes of Newark would be a very 
proper officer to command the party. This order not 
being founded on the Militia Act, but merely author- 
izing the Council oi Safety to call out the miUtia to 
carry their orders into execution, does not admit of 
any fine or compulsion. 

Your obed't serv't, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 

From Governor Livingston to General Washington. 

Newton, Sussex County, July 7th, 1777. 
Sir, — By order of the Council of Safety of this 
State, General Winds has collected 200 of our militia 

6 
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to proceed to the coantj of Bergen under the coai- 
maod of Major Hayes oS Newark, a prudent and active 
officer, to apprehend such disaffected persons in that 
county as the Council of Safety think it most necessary 
for the public interest to commit to jail, and to assist 
the commissioners for securing and disposing of the 
personal estates of those who have gone over to the 
enemy. These commissions cannot be properly exe- 
cuted in that county without military aid. Both these 
;services being of the last importance to the general 
interest, we doubt not will meet your Excellency's 
approbation and encouragement As General Winds 
acijuaints me that the men are destitute of ammunition, 
it would greatly facilitate the enterprise if they could 
be furnished out of the continental magazine and 
charged to this state, unless it is to be more [properly 
considered as a continental expense. Whether I can 
with propriety ask this favor of your Excellency, to 
permit the party to draw provisions from the public 
stores, I am at a loss to determine. If not, they must 
be provided as well as they can. 

With great respect, your Excellency's most humble 
and ob't serv't, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
His Excellency, Gen'l Washington. 

From Joseph HeddeUy Jr^ to Governor Livingston. 

Newark, July 9th, 1777. 
SiR,^— The commissioners are much impeded in their 
business on account of the tory women that remain 
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with OS. Thej secrete the goods, and coBceal crreiy 
ding they possiUy can from them, wUch gives them a 
great deal of trpable. There is here one Jamte 
O'Brien and his wife that hate been great phmderers 
and e<mcealers of goods, and when called npon for any 
thing, they petition to leave and go among christianB, 
and not to be detained among brutes, s» they cnH cd in 
fhis town. Pray make an order to 9end them among 
thenr christian friends, oar enemies. I send the follow- 
ing list of women whose husbands are with the 
enemy — Mary Kingsland, Mary Stager, Filia Risser, 
Sarah Garrabrant, Mary Grumfield, Elizabeth Howet, 
Martha Hicks, Autta Van Riper, Susanna Wicks, Mary 
Gairabrant, Jane Drummond, Sarah Sayres, Lydia 
Sayres, Margaret Nichols, Elizabeth Brown, Sarah 
Crawfooti Abigail Ward. 

Sending the above women after their husbamb 
will be an advantage to the state and save the com- 
missioners a world of trouble. 

I am, Sir, your most ob't and hum. ser't, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jr. 
His Excellency, Grov. Livingston. 

From Joseph Hedden, Jr^ to Governor Livingston. 

Newarit, July 2l8t, 1777. 

Sir, — This day I received an account of sundry 

tories that were taken up by CoL Morgan the 20th 

instant, and sent by said Morgan to Major Hayes. He 

being out of the way I thought proper to acquaint your 
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Excellenc ' wit) the affair. I send the prisoners, with 
their criLi s.'"^ inclosed you have a list which CoL 
Morgan sy^nt with them, their names are as follows : 
James Smith, Edwd. Allen, Abrm. Van Gesan, Jonah 
Allen, Corns. Van Gesan, Jn6. Stager, Aaron Clawson, 
Egbert Sanders, and Isaac Van Gesan. I have solicited 
a guard to send them to Morristown, to be examined 
by your Excellency and the Council of Safety. This 
town is this day evacuated by. the continental troops, 
and no militia called in their stea(l. 

There is one Thomas Barrow of New York sent a 
sum of money to be paid to a gentleman in this state ; 
and as the matter hath come to the commissioners' 
knowledge, would be glad to have your Excellency's 
opinion whether the money shall be detained by the 
conmiissioners or given to the person for whom it was 
designed ; this said Barrow moved fromt his town last 
winter while the enemy were in possession of it 

I am your Excellency's most humble serv't, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jun'r. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From General Dickinson to Governor Livingston. 

Trenton, August Ist, 1777. 
Sir, — In consequence of business sent me by order 
of his Excellency, General Washington, I came to 
Philadelphia several days ago, and to this place last 
evening. The General then expected the fleet was 
certainly going to Philadelphia, but its real destination 
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jet remains a secret. I should be much obliged to 
your Excellency to inform me what orders yoa have 
issued respecting the militia of this state, that I may not 
be at a loss should thjBy make their appearance suddenly, 
as I do not intend returning to my family until the 
designs of the enemy are known. 
^ I mentioned to your Excellency some time ago the 
necessity I thought there was for a troop of light -horse 
in this part of the state, to which I have received no 
answer : perhaps the letter never reached your Excel- 
lency. Their utility is too well known to enlarge upon 
the subject I found great difficulty this day in pro* 
curing this express, and another to his Excellency, Gen. 
Washington. If your Excellency thinks proper to 
authorize me to raise a small troop here, and will signify 
the same by the return of this express, I will undertake 
it immediately, and doubtless it may be speedily effected. 
I could give the officers certificates (by your permission) 
and then they. may receive their commissions from your 
Excellency. I would propose raising the troop in 
Hunterdon and Burlington counties, taking officers 
from both. It is a matter of immediate consequence, 
therefore beg your Excellency's answer. 

I formerly received instructions to give orders on 
either of the Treasurers for the payment of expresses, 
should be glad to have your Excellency's order respect- 
ing the same. I have employed Mr. Runyon to furnish 
them several times, who takes receipts and keeps an 
account 

I wrote to your Excellency that I was entirely 
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sidafiod in i^egaid to my appoinlmei^ but kare not 
leceived the commission. Will yoar Excdlency be 
pleased to send it by this express. 

I remain ymir Excellency's most ob't and hnmb'e sei't, 
PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r LivmasTON. 



Frotfi Wi^^VH Paters^ tp Governor Livingston* 

Newack, Aogogt l^th, I7f7. 

P«AR Si^-— I hare sent yoa a certain Mr. Macomb 
fotf i^xmnination. He came out of New York with a 
flig frpm Gea'l Jones, in ordisr to go to Bninswick on 
private business. He landed at Amboy, where there 
w^ no officer to receiye him ; from thence he proceed- 
ed to New Bmn^wick, at whit^h place, he says, he pror 
cwed a passport from Mr. Voorhes, a militia officer, to 
go up to Millstone. He returned to Brunswick, and 
Mr. Voorhes conducted him to Elizabethtown. This 
transaction wes^rs a singular complexion, and is not, I 
Mieve, conformable to the rule which governs flags, 
^d which is established in the military department. 
He has travelled through a considerable pjsirt of Jersey 
in a very improper manner. When he came to this 
place, Major Hayes was directed to take charge of him 
until he could be conveyed to Gen'l Sullivan, who, we 
oaderstand, is the nearest general officer belonging to 
the C^itiuental Army. However, I thought it most 
advisable to send him to your Excellency, who cao 
proceed in the matter, and take sudbi order respecting 
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Mm afl may be judged most proper. The enemy if 
we may ffidgel from their general course of condaef; 
woold not snfier a flag from ns to behave in the like 
mamer, without due notice and chastisement They 
would have ccmsigned him instantly to the care of thehr 
provost guard. 

General Lee is on board of the Centurion, and Cap- 
tain Manly, rfthe Portland. Captain Lowrey, of Jersey, 
who was taken in the late skirmidi near the Short HiUsi 
was confined in the Provost in New York, and in which 
he died a few da} s ago. I am amazed that the Con- 
gress do not act agreeably to their Resolution, and push 
into exercise the law of retaliation. We deserve to be 
msulted, because we bear it If we were to treat the 
soldiers of the enemy, who are prisoners with us, in the 
same manner that they treat our soldiers, who are pris- 
oners with them, it would soon produce a mild and 
humane course of conduct All the Jersey officers who 
have been taken by the enemy, are now in the Provost, 
and treated in the most severe and barbarous manner. 
Perhaps a letter from your Excellency and the Council, 
adihpessed to Congress, might be productive of the 
happiest eJSfect. Mr. Justice Smith arrived at this place 
yesterday aboat noon. The Chief Justice and Mr. 
Smth agreed that it would be improper to hold the 
next Supreme Court at Amboy, and I make no doubt 
your Excellency will be of the same opinion. I wish 
that your ExceUency and the Privy Council woukl 
dkect an ordinance to be made out altering the place, 
but not the time of holding the Court I requested 
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the Judges to give their opinion respecting the most 
]^r(^r place to have it held, and on considering the 
matter, they agreed that Princeton, which lies in the 
Eastern Division, would be the most proper place. 
The Supreme Court will come on the first Tuesday of 
next month. 

We have not any militia firom Hunterdon, Somerset, 
or Sussez. We have an excellent Grand Jury, Mr. 
Fettit at the head of them. They have already found 
twelve bills. 

I am your Excellency's most ob't Serv't, 

Wm. PATERSON. 

His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Captain Webster to Colonel Frelinghuysen. 

Piscatawaj, Augnst 11^, 1777. 
Sir, — I, having received information that James 
'Wells and Richard Churchward, (both of which had 
left their families and gone off with the enemy,) were at 
Raritan Landing, I immediately dispatched a file of 
men out of my company to apprehend them, which, 
when brought before me, they acknowledge to have 
come from New York in order to fetch their families 
thither ; that their employment was catching clams and 
oysters for the enemy; that they had a pass to go with- 
in the king's lines ; that they refuse to take up arms in 
defence of the American states, &c. Therefore^ as our 
situation is at present very dangerous — ^there being no 
troops to guard between us and the enemy — I think it 
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lughlj necessary tliat such known enemies should be 
kept in custody, and not to be suffered to return un- 
punished. Upon the above confession I have given 
orders to the guard to deliver said Wells and Church- 
ward to CoL Frelinghuysen, to be dealt with by him as 
he shall think proper. 

JOHN WEBSTER, Capt 
To CoL Frelinghuysen, 
or to eiiher of the Commanding Officers in his absence. 

From Brig Gen, Newcomb to Governor Livingston 

Woodbury, Augost 26, 1777. 
Sir, Having frequently been informed, that a number 
of the inhabitants of Downs, in Cumberland county in 
this state, had made a practice of going on board the 
enemy's ships in Delaware Bay, and in other respects 
faroring the designs of the British administration in 
trait(»rous acts and speeches against the authority of 
these states ;^-on the 6th inst., I issued orders to Major 
Ewing to detach from the militia a sufficient number for 
that purpose, and apprehend the persons suspected to 
be guilty as above, which orders the Major has executed, 
and makes me the following return: — That on the 7th 
inst they proceeded as directed, and apprehended fifteen 
of the above persons, twelve of whom were discharged 
by the civil authority, on taking the oaths of the state. 
Three were convicted of the following crimes : that 
they had been on board of the enemy's ships, had met 
and treated with the enemy on shore, and had received 
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instractions from tltem how to condnct titemselres in 
c»e of an alann, whicfa instractions were defivered to 
them bj a certain Daniel Shaw, thdr ringleader, on a 
day previons to the enemy's landing, with assurance 
they would land at such an hour, as they actually did. 
It is likewise proved against said Sha^, that he had l^d 
a design with his gang, to seize upon me in the night 
and take me on board the enemy's shipT; that he made 
application to a Uacksmilh for a number of spikes to 
spike the cannon placed in a redoubt near Morris 
River, which the smith refused to do, and he was one 
of his confederates and still bore this testimony against 
him. Although the evidence was directed chiefly 
against Shaw as their chief, yet others are his accom- 
plices, and constant associates are doubtless equally 
guilty. Some of those who were discharged by the 
court acknowledged they have been on board the ship, 
but it appears that for some time past they have con- 
ducted better, and have avoided the company of Shaw 
altogether. One of the principal villains, brother to 
Shaw, is now with the enemy, and two others keep out 
of the way, that they cannot be taken. 

This is the return made by Major Ewing, and I should 
be glad to be favored by your exceUency with directions 
in what manner these cases shall be tried ; and whether 
if they are willing to enter on board the continental fleet, 
they may not be permitted to do so, previous to trial. 

Agreeably to your orders I am now at this place with 
nea 300 of the militia of my brigade, which number 
was furnished by the following regiments, and in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] lumnrai mom 17116 to 1796. 91 

Ukmimf^pTopoKtionB, viz. ; CoL Bmm&s 60, Pottsv^s 34, 
Q^et' UO, Dick'd 20, EUit' 55; th^ ether regimAiilB 
fHsisked nonfi, nor fatve iuigr Appauwd from Aiiliagtoii 
as joar orders intimaited I waM sahfldit it le joar 
excellency whether, as die noremeots of the enemy 
are $q preeariojiis, die jorders ^ven me might not be 
more discretionary, as I am fl|}ways qq the spot, and the 
distance so great that the service might suffer before 
proper orders eonld be procured from your excellency 
on every occasion. 
I am yoor exeellMicy's most ob't and hum. ser't, 
SILA8 NEWCOMB, B. G. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livirostoii. 



From SUvoHW S^ely to Oovernar Livingston. 

Blizabetfatown, Augost 21st, ITTT. 
Sir, — I received information yesterday that there had 
gone ov^ a canoe and three men the day heiote to 
Slaten Island. I immediately sent off a small party to 
watch them ; they accordingly did so, and in the eve- 
ning took the canoe and one of the men, Benjamin 
Hatfield. I send him to you by Peter Williams and 
John Bonnel, Jr., two of the men that apprehended 
Iran. He denies that any men went over with him, 
but says that Jacob Hatfield and James Hatfield went 
down with him to get his boat off. I am inclined to 
think this is true. I make no doubt both these fellows 
went down and helped him away, and then returned, 
as I know they were in town at the time the canoe 
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was seized Our men foand with him 1^ gallons of 
rum, 1 lb. tea, sogar and salt, and sundry small writings 
which I have enclosed. Please inform me what I shall 
do with the goods taken with him. 

Your ob't and humb. serv., 

SILVANUS SEELY. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Captain Craig to Colonel Frelinghuysen. 

AnguBt, 1777. 

Deae Col. — Agreeably to your order of last evening 
I marched what men I could muster to Trumblys' Point, 
and posted them in such manner as I thought best, to 
receive the enemy if they came over. No movement 
was perceived in that quarter, but was informed that 
they landed at Woodbridge Neck, about 80 men, and 
took off ten of the mhabitants as prisoners, and above 
one hundred head of cattle, and no person to oppose 
them. It is with the greatest difficulty that I am able 
to keep my company together, as they have been 
expecting to receive assistance, and if not very soon 
rendered, I shall scarcely be able to keep this post 
The enemy were over near Woodbridge Neck night 
before last, and seized three of the inhabitants within 
one mile where we lay. I must likewise beg the favor 
of being supplied with cartridges, as we have not more 
than one round apiece. 

Your most ob't ser't, 

JOHN CRAIG. 
CoL Frelinghuysen, at Elizabeth Town, 
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From Ebenezer Hazard to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, August 28d, 1777. 

SiE, — Some time last Osill a certain Andries Boskirk 
wa8 employed as a post rider between Hackensack (at 
which place he^lived) and my office in the state of New 
York. He rode bnt three or fonr trips before the mail 
fisU into the hands of the enemy at Hackensack. Gen- 
eral Washington's letter to Congress upon that occasion 
intimated that this was not an accident, bat the effect 
of design, in the rider ; which I am inclined to think 
was the case, as his Excellency, Gen. Washington, 
asserts nothing as a feet but upon good autliority. I 
have been informed the rider was apprised of his dan- 
ger, and took no care to avmd it. As I am told Bnskirk 
is now in confinement in Newark, I beg your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to direct an inqniry to be made 
respecting this matter, that if Boskirk has been treach- 
erous, he may be pmiished. His son rode at the time 
the mail was taken, bat as Baskirk, himself was the 
person we agreed with as a rider, he is answerable for 
the conduct of those he employed under him. It is not 
unfikely his son is at Hackensack, and may be easily 
taken, I think his name is Andries. It is said that Dr. 
McLean of New York, kept the rider in chat till the 
enemy came up. I beg to be favored with a line in 
answer to this, and am 

Your Excellency's most obedient and very h'e ser't, 

EBEN. HAZARD. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston, 
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FT(ym Cfflonsl Frelinghuf9m to Governor Litmgiton. 

Raritan, Angost 2ddi, 1777. 

Dear Sm, — I expected yesterday to find yow £xcel- 
lency at Momstowti, and am extremely sorry tfaat your 
Excellency left the place before I arrived. I have so 
much to communicate and so nmcfa to complain of» that 
I am extremely anxioiis to see you, bnt conceive it tey 
iatf to repair agsmi to my station before ni^t, tirfait^ 
I could not reach should I first go to Princeton. I am 
besides so much fatigued by loring my rest for two 
nights past that I must necessarily choose the shorlest 
road. 

Col. Middah waks upon you, and will represent to 
your excellency several things, concerning which I hare 
not time to write. In particular the Colonel viriU ac- 
quaint yoa witib the circumstances of the affair, cm 
Staten Island, for I suppose my letter on that subject 
having been sent to Morris is not received. The prin- 
cipal matter on which L am so desirous of conversing 
wdth your excellency, is the unhappy situaticm of our 
state. Thb continental troops are to march towards 
Philadelphia. The militia who have turned out are a 
triflkig number ; the enemy are encouraged and irri- 
tated. The consequences, I fear, will be fatal to that 
county ; nay, I have reason to believe, the enemy will 
not lay idle after the removal of the continental troops. 
Is it not in your excellency's power to prevail upon 
General Sullivan to leave one of the Jersey regiments ? 
K so, it is the only means, I believe, which can be 
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used for the salvation of that coanty. I must certainly 
fiadl a prey to the enemy with my little party, if the 
enemy choose to come down, and we attempt to drive 
them bacL I fear much the loss of character^ but I am 
most concerned for the poor inhabitants, and their pro- 
perty. I am however determined to exert my utmost 
abilities for the defence of this state ; and I trust I shall 
not be blamed for any of my future conduct by those 
who are unacquainted with my ^tuation. I must inform 
your excellency, that I have four prisoners who were 
taken up as spies, having been with the enemy all 
winter, and are now making their appearance among 
us. I shall send them on with the two before appre- 
hended. Your excellency's directions respecting such 
measures as Colonel Middah will mention, I hope will 
be unmediately forwarded, especially with reference to 
the procuring of ammunition. I must not forget to 
congratulate your excellency on the great loyalty of 
Hunterdon county. On Saturday arrived at Elizabeth- 
town Lieut CoL Houton, with one private, a baggage 
wagon and two horses. The Colonel says it is occa- 
sioned by a report having been industriously spread 
among the inhabitants, that General Dickinson advised 
them by no means to go, there being no need of ai^ 
miUtia ; that their being called upon was solely owing 
to a whimsical notion of General Hinds. Something, 
doubtless, must be immediately done upon my arrival 
atElizabethtown. I shall order CoL Houton to return, 
and wait upon your excellency. I dare say the account 
of General Sullivan's conduct in the affair of Staten 
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Island will cause some uneasy sensations. I wish I 
may be wrong in my opinion, but I seriously believe 
that upon inquiry, nothing but the most unpardonable 
neglect will be found the cause of our loss. I send by 
CoL M. three letters, which I received last night. 

I am your excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

FRED^ FRELINGHUYSEN. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Edward Taylor to Governor Livingston and the 

Legislature. 

Middletown, August 25, 1777. 
Gentlemen, — As the ear of the Legislature of New 
Jersey is always open to hear the complaints of the 
people and to redress grievances, I therefore take this 
opportunity to make my complaint to your honorable 
body. I may be remembered by some of you who 
attended the Governor at Bordentown as a Council of 
Safety, when I was ordered to attend by the command- 
ing officer of this county. I accordmgly attended, and 
was bound over to attend the next court of Oyer and 
Terminer that should be held in this county, which I 
thought was for small charges, though was better 
satisfied, thinking as I was a prisoner to the Governor, 
under bail, I should be free from insult from the military 
authority without just cause, but to my great surprise I 
found my mistake. I was sent for to appear before the 
commanding officer. Gen. Forman, and made a prisoner, 
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as yon may see by the enclosed letter. The charges 
made against me are entirely unjust I am as innocent 
of them as the child unborn. Though innocent, I 
strictly obey the order of confinement, which is a con- 
siderable damage to me in my business, having a grist 
mill at the distance of two or three miles from where I 
five, and nobody but servants of my own house to 
attend there, whom I cannot trust without my being 
present to oversee them, which occasions my miH to 
stand idle the chief part of the time, which is a 
great damage to my neighbors as well as myself. My 
farming business is also neglected, part being at a dis- 
tance from where I reside. I therefore hope my 
complaint will come under your speedy consideration, 
and that I may be ordered to appear before your hon- 
orable house, and my accusers also, that I may know 
who they are or what they will say against me. If my 
request should be granted, I should take it as a favor 
from his Excellency, the Governor, to send an order 
for me to appear, which may be a protection for my 
person in my journey, and also an order of protection 
for my family and property during my absence, which 
favors will be gratefully acknowledged. 
Your most ob't and hum'e serv't, 

EDWARD TAYLOR. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston, Commander-in- 
Chief, and the Hon. Council and Gen. Assembly. 
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Jjist of JPrisoner^ ordered to Princeton. 

GUzalMtlitom, Aogost 37tli, 1777. 

Taken and detained iar Jbaviiig^Qiie inlo the epeipy's 
■ lift66 and retaining to this state : 

James Worth, apprehend^ by cffd^ of QoL Fr^ 
4iiighaj«en. 

Bei^amin W<Nrth, taken just afiter the action ^n 
'Staten Island, he iiaying 4eft the Island when the 
action began. 

Jonathan Clauson, Cornelius Clauson, a|^rehended 
by Msyor Dunn for having joined the enemy wiien i^ 
Jersey. 

James Weils, Richard Churchward, left the Islaiid 
and came to Jersey, apprehended by Cs^t Webster. 

James Compton, apprehended by Major Dawson. 

James Hetfield and Jacob Hetfield, apprehended by 
order of his Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

To Lieutenant Allen — 

You are required to march forthwith with 6 men and 
take the above prisoners to Princeton and deliver them 
to his Excellency's order. 

FREDK. FRELINGHUYSEN, Col 

Frofn the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, September 5th, 1777. 

Sir, — In the present exigency of public affairs, the 
Congress have come to the enclosed resolve, which I 
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have the honor to transmit, and which I am to request 
jou will comply with as soon as possible. 

The militia of the state of New Jersey by their late 
conduct against our cruel enemies, iiave distinguished 
themselves in a manner that does them the greatest 
honor ; and I am persuaded diey will continue to merit 
on all occasions, when called upon, die reputation they 
have so justly acquired. Those which the Congress 
now request you will order out, it is their desire you 
will order to rendezvous at Bristol. 

It will be highly agreeable to Congress to give the 
command to Gen* Dickinson, should the appointment 
&11 in with your judgment and I have reason to beUeve 
he will cheerfully accept of it, if you should think 
proper to put them under his direction. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, 
your most obed't and very h'ble serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presid't 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, September 12th, 1777. 

Sir, — It is the earnest desire of Congress, and I 
have it in charge to inform you of it, thit you will 
immediately order out four thousand of the Jersey 
militia to reinforce the army under General Washing- 
ton with all possible expedition. 

If you should not be able to call out that number, it 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1777 

is the request of Congress that yoa will, call oat 
as many as possible in this critical state of our 
affairs. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obed. serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presid't 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



Governor Livingston to Brigadier General Newcomb^ 

Haddonfield, September 20th, 1777. 
Sir, — As from the real bravery of our militia, and 
the terror with which they have already frequently 
struck the enemy, they will doubtless be of essential 
service in opposing the progress of the enemy towards 
Philadelphia, I think it best those now collected at 
Woodbury should immediately march to join the militia 
under the immediate command of General Armstrong, 
and to reinforce the army under the command of his 
Excellency, General Washington. This detachment, 
I am persuaded from your zeal for the cause, you would 
upon this important occasion be desirous of command- 
ing in person. But as in all probabihty the enemy's 
fleet, should their land army meet with success, will 
attempt to ravage our coasts, and they may perhaps 
throw over some troops besides, I think your presence 
will be more necessary in this state. You will therefore 
direct Capt. Potter to take the command of the troops 
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BOW at Woodbury, and to inarch them with all possible 
expedition as above directed. 
I am your hum'e serv't 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Brigadier Gen^ Newcomb. 



From Governor Livingston to fhe President of the 
Continental Congress. 

Princeton, October 4, 1777. 
Sir, — The council a few days ago was informed, but 
not officially so, that Mr. Penn, late Governor, and Mr. 
Chew, late Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, with some 
others, had been removed to the Union, in the county 
of Hunterdon, by order of the Hon. Board of War. 
We are extremely sorry that persons of their poUtical 
caste and rank in life should have been sent into this 
state, which is nearly encircled by the enemy, to say 
nothing of our domestic foes. Wherever the enemy 
go they never fail to make friends and abettors, or at 
le^ to call up such into active life in their favor as 
during their absence remained in a sort of inactivity. 
We have suffered extremely from persons under parole. 
A course of experience has fully convinced us, that 
diey have always tinctured the neighborhood in which 
they have been fixed with toryism and disaffection. 
There is hardly a county in this state which is not at 
present exposed to the incursions of the enemy ; and 
therefore we submit it, whether it be proper to send 
any suspected persons into it They have an imper- 
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oeptihie and balefol infliieBce evoB apoA the well affiietr 
ed. We request, therefore, that the above g^&tlaaiea 
may be removed into soHie- other state as soon as pos- 
sible* Of aH Jersey^ th^ spot in which they are at 
present is the very spot in whieh they cmi^ not (o bo. 
It has always been considerably disaffected, and still 
continues so, notwithstanding all our efforts, owing, we 
ima^ne, in part to the int^est^ cooneetMHiy and ii^cl- 
ence of Mr. John Alletf, brother-in-law of Mr. Fenn^ 
who is now with the enemy. Of this the Board of War 
must have been entirely ignorant, ctherwise they would 
net have made such an order of removal And we are 
willing to ascribe it to the hurry and BMiltiphcity of 
of their business, that either the honorable the Congress, 
or dte Board of War, should have selected s^y part of 
New Jersey as a prison for mal-contents, without ftrst 
notifying the same to the executive power of the stato^ 
Nor can we persuade ourselves that they will have any 
olgection against our r^oioving the before-mentiaiied 
prisoners out of this state, to such other parts of the 
country as Congress may think most fit for their safety, 
or^ if they must remain in this state, to leave it to o» 
diMction in what particular locaUty, they are likely U> 
do the least mcischief. 

I am your ob't and hum. ser't, 

WILL: LIVINGSTON. 
His Exc^eney, 

John Hancock, Pres't of Congress; 
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Fivm Cobmd Mmsmell ^ Ghwemor Liomg$t0m* 

Oetob^4, 1T71. 

Bckr^kM CoL Xhjxxm is gmng to jmir exceBency 
M tlie bngmeas I dtosigiied to write vaptm, attd his exoel^ 
kucy, Gmiend Wasbingtotii having wrate to yon flli^ 
•B that h«d, my designs are nearly anticipated. How^- 
•rer, i will ofiet sow^hing, viz : If our gtate does wtt 
keep a wmedifol eye orer their troops in th# elotyug 
way, i am eeitsm they w91 in a great measure be neg- 
lected. 

From tidtf and att to the southward, every state has 
imported something, and by their industry had got 
their troops tolerably well clothed in the spring ; and, 
with what the clothier-general assisted them to in 
ccHnmon afterwards, they wiU make a tolerable appear- 
ance. I need say little to you of the northern troops ; 
you mugt well know dieir advantages in getting ck>th- 
in^ and they made ise of them. We have gone very 
early i«lo the field, and have had no other dependence 
W on the elothier-general^ and we got tkem in Uib 
''and sers^, as the miser gives \ks son some part of Jbn 
palftBODy before death* It was deah out wkh so 
scanty a hand, we never knew &e good of it; besidn 
#e never got onr ptoper qtiantity, and soine of what we 
did get was rotten. If onr state woold provide m 
eom[rfete !iint at first, then the odier supply might be 
svffieieAt We are in great need at f^esent of sfaee^ 
^toekings^ breeches, shirts, good jackets, and some capsj 
for the want of which many valuable men ar6 rendered 
Bseless. 
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His excellency says that if you would now fill up 
the regiments he would ask no more militia. That 
pernicious practice of substittites, either in the standing 

army or militia, must be put a stop to to 

recruiting, and nothing will prevent it while the militia is 
required. I submit these few observations, to your 
excellency and both houses, and hope that a temporary 
supply may be sent as soon as possible ; and am 

Your Excellency's most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, 

WM. MAXWELL. 

His excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



From General Washington to^ General Forman. 

Head-Quarters, Philadelphia County, Oct 6, 1777. 
Sir, — You having informed me that the times of 
many of your present brigade of militia are near expi- 
ring, and that many others who came out for no certain ' 
time, are anxious to return home, you have my permis- 
sion to march them towards Delaware, under pretence 
that you are going to guard the stores at Trenton, and 
when they have crossed the river you may discharge 
them. But I must beg that you will immediately use 
your utmost endeavors to collect a number equal to what 
you were to have brought in your last brigade, and 
return with them as soon as possible to join the army 
under my command. I shall be glad if you will let me 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 105 

know, upon your arrival in Jersey, when I may expect 
you again, and with what force. 

I am, sir, yoor most ob't serv't 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
General Forman. 

From Elisha Baudinot to Grovemor Livingston. 

Newark, Oct Mi, 17t7. 

Sir, — I received your favor yesterday relative to the 
appointment with which your Excellency and the Com- 
mittee of Safety have honored me. The inadequate 
salary would not have been the obstacle against my 
accepting the office, as, during the present distress of 
my country, I would freely devote my time to its ser- 
vice, and I should have immediately set out for Bor- 
dentown, on the reception of your letter, had I not 
previous to this received an office in the military depart- 
ment. I am in hopes, however, to get liberty to act as 
secretary for the short time you will sit, which I suppose 
will be no longer than the meeting of the Legislature. 
I shall be able to determine this on Monday, which if it 
is according to my wishes, I will set out on Tuesday. 
If it should be otherwise, must beg your Excellency 
and the Committee of Safety to accept of my thanks 
for the polite offer, and to be assured that it is with the 
greatest reluctance, if I am obliged to decline the ap- 
pointment 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most ob't 
and humb'e serv't, 

ELISHA BOUDINOT. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 
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From the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Assembly of New Jersey. 

YcHtk Towtai Pennsjlvania, Oetober 17tii, 17T7. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honor to trammit a copy 
of the return to Congress from Gen. Washington of 
those artieleg^ of clothing that are absoii^ly necessary 
for the army under his immediate command, accompa- 
nied witb an eiitract of the General's letter on the 
subfeet. From these lettera yeo wiH perceive that the 
tnofs wm in the greatest dastiress and hkefy to sirffet 
slill moite from the inclene^cy of the a^pproaeluiig 
Season, unless they are relieved in time. I am th^efore 
in obedience to the inclosed order of Cmi^ess earnestly 
K^ request you will forwacd to head ^mxi&% with all 
passible dispatch, all^ such artidie^ mentioned m the 
retncn as you ve able to c^dlect, wMeh are not mm^ 
dtately wanted for the regiments tl^t have not yet 
joined the army. Yon wUl also be {leased to issue 
"cmfers to the officers of the clothier's department who 
reside in jFour state, to exert themselves to forward the 
clothing a^eeably to the inclosed requisition of Con^ 
gross. I must also entreat your attention to the other 
resolves herewith transmitted. 

1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedi* 
ent and very Immble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presid't 
Hon'Ue Assembly of the State of New Jersey. 
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From William Patersan to Governor Livingston. 

Moftifetowa^ Ootober 18tfa» 1777. 

Dear Sir, — Ia the 13th section of the act constitop 
ting a Coancil of Safatf^ the President and Council 
aie aotberized at discretion to direct the trial of certain 
ofienden in other counties than those in which the 
onmes were conuoitted. The insurxents who were 
taken on their way to the enemy are now at this place, 
but the court cannot with propriety proceed to try them 
unless they be expressly direeted for the purpo^. I 
wish your Excellency would be pleased to write to the 
Cluef Justice and enclose an order directing the court 
to dry the said iasurgents in this county. Lest your 
Exeellency should iiot have their naiaes^ I send herewith 
a list The £ast<m offenders 1 suppose wiM soon come 
ODy and hope than you will send a similar order for them. 

Jacob Bogart, John Sears, Joseph Fearce, Stout 
Havens, Wm. Newman, and Richard Morrison were^ 
apoii confessicm, committed for high treason by the 
Coondl of Safety. If there be any witnesses, I should 
be early informed of them. Mere confession, althou^ 
sufficient to commit upon in high treason, is not suffi* 
dent to convict Cornelius Clawson, James Worthy 
Benjamin Worthy and Jonathan Clawson were likewise 
committed by the Council of Safety, upon confession 
solely. The commitments against the last four include 
two chaises: first, high treason; second, felony for 
going 4nto the enemy's lines. Confession, perhaps, will 
operate in felony ; and therefore it will be necessary 
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for some of the Council of Safety who were present at 
the confession to attend the court By turning to the 
minutes you will be able to see what members were 
present. Mr. Parker informed me yesterday that he 
had not yet sent his letter to Mr. Skinner, and told me 
he imagined (and perhaps justly enough) that the com- 
manding officer at Elizabethtown would not let it pass 
without an order from your Excellency. If proper, 
your Excellency can send the order to me, and^ I will 
forward it with the letter to General Dickinson. 

The well affected at Newark are very uneasy about 
a certain Capt Kennedy, who was laid under parole 
by the late Convention. The uneasiness increases, 
owing to the enemy's having a few days ago driven 70 
or 80 head of fat oattle from his farm. He is on half 
pay in the British service. Would it not be proper to 
release the Capt. from his parole, and then call upon 
him to take a decisive part 1 1 once moved something 
of this kind in Council, but it went off, as business of 
a more pressing nature happened to come in before it 
could be decided upon. I am convinced that the 
Council did a very imprudent action at Princeton in 
advising your Excellency to detach the men which 
should compose General Forman's brigade, for the 
Pennsylvania service, from particular regiments ; it has 
broke in upon and marred extremely Gen. Dickinson's 
arrangements and plan. I submit it to your Excellency 
whether in future it will not be most advisable, when a 
requisition is made for men, for your Excellency to 
determine the number, and Gen. Dickinson to deter- 
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mine from what regiments and brigades that number 
shall be detached. If the orders were through Gen. 
Dickinson, so far as respects the mode, it will prevent 
confusion. 

Glorious news ! glorious news ! General Burgojme 
has surrendered himself and his whole army prisoners 
of war to Gren. Gates. I believe this intelligence may 
be depended upon, it comes quite direct The bearer 
will inform your Excellency more particularly. 

!^nclosed are two letters for your Excellency, and a 
newspaper. One of the letters is from General Winds 
and being informed that it was on business of impor- 
tance, I have dispatched the messenger sooner than I 
shoukl have done. I beheve our militia will not be 
wanted up the North River, if so, would it not be best 
to recall them ! At all events, it would not be improper 
to order Gen. Winds (unless he be already ordered by 
Gen. Dickinson) to return the instant the enemy sail 
down the river. 

I am, with respect, your most ob't and hu. serv't, 

WM. PATERSON. 
Ips Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From JoruUhan Elmer to Governor Livingston. 

York Town, November 20th, 1777. 
Sir, — ^As my term of delegation expires in a few 
days and business of importance requires my attend- 
ance elsewhere, I propose leaving Congress to morrow. 
The state of New Jersey will then be unrepresented. 
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I thought it my ^j to acquaint fOa with it, and te 
request the Assesiblj immediaitel j to «^id foiwaid oae 
or more delegates from die state. 

I have made it my business ever since I have ha4 the 
honor of a seat in Congress, to attend as cooflrtantiy as 
possible. Whedier I have disch»rged the important 
trust reposed in me by my cossdtuents to diek 
satisfistction or not I must leave to them to .judge. I 
can however widi truth declare diat I have at aM times 
exerted myself to die utmost of my slender abilities for 
the good of m} countiry and in particular for the state 
which I have had die honor of represendng. 

Congress hath at length completed the confederation. 
It is now printing, and will be sent forward in a few 
days for the consideration and approbation of our Leg- 
islature. 

The distance of the pubHc treasury of our state from 
my place of abode when at home, and my not having 
had an opportunity of waiting upon die Assembly when 
sitting, have prevented my receiving any money for 
public services through the Treasurer's hands. I 
received 300 dollars of Mr. Clark in July last, £or 
which I gave him a receipt, and for which he engaged 
to account to the Assembly. Since that, I have cbrawn 
on the continental treasurer for 700 dollars, to be 
charged to the state of New Jersey, and for which I 
expect to account to the state. 

The expense of attending Congress upon the most 
economical plan I have been able to draw, amounts to 
considerably more than 20 shillings a day. I rely on 
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^kte ^nerosit^r e( the assefiildy to make me such an 
additionri olIowaBce as thej shaM ^leem adequate. 
Observing ito joa, sir, that my expenses for the 7 weeks 
I hare attended Congress in this (rface, for supporting 
B^elf and <me horse, amonnts to ^5. The Delegates 
fiom every other state have from 5 to 8 dollars a day, 
«id in g«[ieral complain they cannot subsist on the pay 
allowed Xhem by their respective states. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and 
very hnmble servant, 

JONATHAN ELMER. 
Hon^ble Speaker of Assembly, N. Jersey. 



fhm the President of the CanttMental Congress to the 
Governor of Neuj Jersey. 

Yorktown, December 23d, 17T7. 

Sir, — I am directed by Congress to transmit to yoor 
honorable body the enclosed resdutions, which the 
pressing wants of the army, and the arts and avarice of 
engrossers and extortioners have rendered indispensably 
necessary to the general welfare. 

It is with deep concern that Congress, after having 
for some time contemplated in painftil silence the mis- 
chiefs which threaten this extended continent from the 
growing avarice of the times, feel themselves constrained 
to recommend measures, which the virtue of all classes 
of men rendered not long since unnecessary, and 
which a scrupulous regard for die security of property 
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to every citizen of these states has hitherto restrained 
them from adopting ; bat, (unhappy the case of Ameri- 
ca) laws unworthy the character of infant republics, are 
become necessary to supply the defect of pubUc virtue, 
and to correct the views of some of her sons ; and she 
is called upon by the grand principle of self-preservation 
to guard against the parricide of those whom she has 
fostered in her own bosom. 

To minds, whose reflections are employed on the 
importance of the cause in which we are engaged, and 
which feel for every circumstance which may afiect tile 
honor and safety of these states, it must give the most 
painful sensations to consider, that at a time when the 
late signal successes we have been blest with, the re- 
duced numbers of the enemy, the difficulties they meet 
with in procuring foreign levies, and the political com- 
plexion of afiairs in Europe, have deprived them of 
many of those resources on which she has so much 
depended ; when the numbers and improving discipline 
of the army, the prodigious augmentation of ourmifita- 
ry stores, the quantity of provisions with which this 
country abounds, and the large supplies of clothing 
which have of late been imported by private persons, 
afibrd not only the opportunity but the mjsans under 
divine Providence of establishing our liberties by a few 
exertions, — ^this bright prospect should be clouded over, 
and this great and glorious event endangered by the 
languor of too many, and by the arts and avarice of 
designing individuals, who like the British nabobs of the 
East, are corrupting the manners of a whole nation, 
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and building vast fortunes on the destruction of the 
liberties of the Western World. 

It is t(i be hoped, however, that the wise and spirited 
laws of the different states, aided by the injQuence and 
exertions of the real patriots, will apply effectual reme- 
dies to these evils ; that the old and hardened offenders 
will be punished ; that those in whose bosoms the sparks 
of public virtue are not yet extinguished, will be re- 
claimed ; the languid roused from their present apathy, 
and that all classes of men will unite with their former 
spirit and virtue against an enemy whose progress is 
marked with every vestige of barbarity, and whose de- 
termined object is to establish a tyranny of the most 
dangerous and debasing nature over the inhabitants 
of a vast continent Congress flatter themselves that 
the resolutions herewith transmitted, will lead to accom- 
plish some of these valuable purposes ; and they there- 
fore esteem it their duty to recommend them to the 
serious consideration of your honorable House, and 
hope they will be carried into execution as expeditiously 
as possible. 

By order of Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres't 



From the Board of War to the Governor. 

War Office, May 25th, 1778. 
The Board not having thought proper to agree with 
Col. John Patton for the carrying on the Andover Iron 
Works, have instructed Col. Flower to apply to the 

8 
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government of your state and procure the possession <^ 
the Works for Col. Thomas Maybury, with whom the 
terms of the contract are setded, on condition of his 
getting the possession agreeably to the resolution of 
Congress. As we find it absoktely necessary to put 
these works in blast, the Board beg the favor of your 
Excellency to assist CoL Flower or Col. Maybury in 
the business ; they will necessarily have to have such, 
relative to these works with the government of yow 
state. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, your very 
obed't serv't. 

By CMrder of the Board, 

RICHARD PETERS. 

His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Colonel Flower to Governor Livingston. 

Lebancm, May 28, 177a 
Sir, — Your Excellency will see by the honorable 
Board of War and Ordnance, that they have not 
thought proper to agree with CoL Patton for the carry- 
ing on the Andover Iron Works, and have directed me 
to apply to the government of your state and procure 
the possession of the Works, to wit : the furnace and 
forges for CoL Thomas Maybury, with whom I have 
made a contract, for the iron to be made at the said 
Works, to be converted into steel, agreeably to the 
resolution of the Honorable Congress of the 15th Jan- 
uary last ; — since CoL Fatten could not get possession of 
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these works, with the consent of the owners, two of 
them being with the enemy in Philadelphia ; and Mr. 
Chew whom Mr. Whitehead Hmnphrejs and myself 
waited on, who is another owner, refused to have any- 
thing to do with it, as he was only a part owner, but 
advised me to send in a flag to Philadelphia, in order to 
treat with Messrs. Allen and Turner on the terms of the 
lease, agreeably to the resolution of the Honorable 
House of Assembly of your state on the 13th March 
last ; which advice of Mr. Chew I considered as an 
insult, as he knew such a step was impracticable. 

I, therefore, in behalf of the United States of North 
America, beg leave to solicit your Excellency's assist- 
ance in these premises, in order to have Col. Maybury 
put in possession of the Andover Works as soon as possi- 
ble ; as your Honors were pleased to assure us, that if 
the present owners of the works refused to let them for 
the use of the public, the Legislature would then take 
the necessary steps for putting them in possession of a 
proper person in order to have them carried on for the 
purpose before-mentioned. 

I hope the Legislature will approve of Col. Maybury, 
and give him such assistance as will enable him to per- 
form his contract, and that your Excellency will use 
your influence to accomplish this very essential and 
important business. 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most obe- 
dient obliged, very humble servant, 

BENJ. FLOWER, Con Adj. C. G. M. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 
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From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

York-Town, June 17, 1778. 

Sir, — Authentic intelligence received hj Congress 
from many quarters, leave it no longer doubtful in what 
manner the enemy mean to conduct their plan of con- 
ciliation. 

Under delusive appearances of pacific acts and peace- 
making commissioners, aheady their military reinforce- 
ments begin to arrive, and abready they have com- 
menced the campaign in many places with acts of 
cruelty 2^nd devastation. 

Indian irruptions, and burning houses in the moment 
of dispersing propositions for peace, evince the insidious 
designs of the enemy, and demonstrate the necessity of 
wisdom in council, of strength and vigor in the field. 
The former may be employed to distress the enemy 
greatly, by withholding from them the provisions of 
America, and the latter by quickly collecting powerliil 
armies to take advantage of their present weaknsss. 

In duty therefore to their constituents. Congress ear- 
nestly call upon you, sir, and your state, to adopt the 
most effectual and vigorous measures for speedily rein- 
forcing the continental army with your quota of troops. 
The present moment unimproved, may be productive of 
most pernicious consequences, and the public safety 
demands strong and united efforts. 

Experience hath shewn that the marine force of our 
enemies enable them to secure for the support of their 
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annies, almost the whole of our exported provisions, and 
therefore, Congress, impressed widi the necessity of 
preventing the supplies derived to our foes from this 
source and desirous of suppljdng die armies of the 
United States, have upon mature deliberation, laid an 
embargo upon provisions of all kinds, and they earnestly 
request the vigorous exercise of the powers of your 
state to carry into effective execution this most necessary 
measure. 

I am, wiA great respect, sir, your excellency's most 
obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Preset, 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From General Winds to the Legislature. 

Head Quarters, Elizabethtown, June 16th, 1778. 
Gentlemen, — The anxiety I feel for want of ammu' 
nition to supply the miUtia, should any quantity be 
wanted on a sudden emergency, may be much easier 
conceived than described Permit me to call your 
attention to my situation for* a few hours. I flatter 
myself your time will not be misspent. Here I am on 
very extensive Unes with a small body of men, who 
(although in the highest spirits) cannot be furnished 
with six rounds of ammunition, while the enemy are in 
great strength on Staten Island And it is not im- 
probable, should the British army attempt a passage 
through New Jersey, from Philadelphia to New York, 
that our neighbors on the Island may make a diversion 
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this way, but should not this be the case, liable as we 
are at all times to invasions, when the enemy are in 
strength, and while our frontiers produce any thing 
which to them is an object worth attempting, what 
consideration ought to induce us to remain unprepared 
to receive them 1 

I have the fullest confidence in the bravery of the 
New lersey militia, and besides other weighty reasons 
for my repeated applications on this subject, the fear of 
sacrificing our reputation is not among the smallest 
Permit me to add that with militia it is impossible to 
keep secret the state of our magazines, and it is not 
improbable that very soon, or jperhaps even now, the 
enemy know our situation, and in case of an invasion, 
or the passage of the British army through this state, I 
am persuaded the militia will turn out cheerfully, and 
in lai^e numbers. But I cannot flatter myself in the 
least with the prospect of their doing any thing material 
without ammunition. I rather think that numbers 
without so necessary an article will only be disadvan- 
^eous. Not in the least doubting, if I could but 
engage your attention to so serious an ot^ect you would 
gprant me speedy relief, and relying on your answer 
hj;][the retnm of the bearer, I subscribe myself 

Most respectfully, your most obe't ser't, 

WILLUM WINDS. 

F. S. Lead most wanted. 
The Hon. the Council and Gen'l Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey. 
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From Nathaniel Scudder to the Speaker of Assembly. 

Freehold, July 18th, 177a 

My Dear Sir, — ^I do myself the honor to address 
joa upon an afiair to me of the most serious and 
farming importance. The honorable Council and 
Assembly of this state have not thought proper to invest 
their delegates with power to ratify and sign the con- 
iteration, and it is obvious that unless every of the 
thirteen states shall accede to it we remain an uncon- 
federated peo{de. These states have actually entered 
ipto a treaty with the court of Versailles as a confede* 
Bated peofde, and Monsieur Girard, their Ambassador 
Plenipotentiary to Congress is now on our coast with a 
powerful fleet of ships, which have taken a pilot on 
hoard for Delaware. He probably may be landed by 
Uus time, and wUl at all events be in Philadelphia in a 
few days. How must he be aston^hed and confounded, 
and what may be the fatal consequences to America 
when he discovers (which he will immediately do,) that 
we are ipso &cto unconfederated, and consequently 
what our enemies have called us, "a rope of sand" 

Will he not have just cause to resent the deception t 
and may not insidious Britain, knowing the same, take 
advantage of your disunion ! for my own part I am of 
opinion she will never desist from her nefarious designs, 
nor ever consider her attempts upon our Uberties 
fruitless and vain, until she knows the golden knot is 
actually tied. I left Congress last Wednesday eve- 
ning. The afiair of confederation was to be taken up 
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next day. The magna charta of America was amply 
engrossed andj prepared for signing. Ten states had 
actually authorized their delegates to ratify : a delegate 
from an eleventh (viz. Georgia) declared he was so 
fully possessed of the sense of his constituents, that he 
should not hesitate to subscribe it New Jersey and 
Maryland only stood it out Mr. Chase, one of the 
delegates from that state, told me the day I left Phila- 
delphia, that he imagined the determination of Maryland 
would depend much upon that of New Jersey, and 
thought if our state should accede, theirs would also. 
He therefore concluded to go inunediately down and try 
what could be done. I at the same time assured him 
I would write you on the subject on my return. ^ 
I ought to inform you, sir, that the objections stated 
by New Jersey were read and considered in Congress, 
and after being entered at large on their minutes, a 
question was taken whether Congress at that time 
judged it expedient to take up the said objections so as 
to admit any emendations in the plan of confederation 
or not 1 and it passed in the negative. In consequence 
of which they remain both upon the journal and files 
to be taken up and considered at any future time when 
they may be called for. I expect my colleagues will 
soon address you on this subject. I left Doct Wither- 
spoon, Doct Elmer and Mr. Boudinot at Philadelphia, 
whither I expect to return in a few days. I should 
have been much more uneasy when I was last at 
Princeton, and should have taken more pains to con- 
vince the members of the necessity of granting the 
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powers of ratificatioii to their delegates, had I not been 
encouraged to expect that the Legislature would not 
rise without doing it; at the same time supposing the 
reason why they withheld at that juncture to be, that 
their objections might have the greater weight with 
Congress. Indeed I aU along expected Doct. Wither- 
spoon would have brought on such powers with him, 
especially as I hoped the honorable houses would be 
clearly of opinion that it were better to confederate 
under all the disadvantages they apprehended, than that 
the general union should be broken or even greatly 
endangered. 

I know not whether I ought to say anything respect- 
ing the objections themselves : some of them are per- 
haps not very essential. The obtaining an admission 
of several of them would doubtless be of great local 
advantage to this state ; but every state must expect to 
be subjected to considerable local disadvantages in a 
general confederation. Indeed upon the whole I am 
fiilly of opinion that no plan can or will ever be adopted 
more equal or less generally injurious to the confederated 
states than the present I also declare it as my opinion 
that, if the general business of emendation were to be 
fairly taken up in Congress to-morrow, several altera- 
tions would be made exceedingly disadvantageous to 
the smaller circumscribed states, and which perhaps 
might more than counterbalance die obtaining what we 
apply for. As to the grand and capital objection 
respecting the lands, &c., I will only observe that in 
case we never obtain an original quota of them, we 
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shall onlyloaea share in the prime sate of them, which 
vill probably be very low, while we shall ineTitably 
i^eap a permanent and increasing benefit from the rapid 
9nd enonnoBS growth oi the larger states ; for surely 
ift proportion to their e^itent and population, their quota 
of the public expense and debt will be increased, while 
ours will be juri^rtionably diminished. What avails 
k therj^fof e to us, wh^her five pounds of our national 
debt be paid by the accession of a subject to this state, 
or whether our quota be really lessened five pounds by 
the settlement of a person in the state of Virginia at 
the distance of a thousand miles from the Atlantic t for 
my own part, I think we shall have greatly the advan- 
ti^e of these enormous, unwieldly governments ; nor 
4p I j^^6 it unlikely they will soon find it neces- 
sary to s^e for the curtailing their extravagant juris- 
diction. 

In the settlement of our soldiery, and the foreign 
deserters at the expiration of the war, we shall incur 
considerable disadvantage ; however, as the larger states 
will doubtless reioice to have their frontiers immediately 
^plaiged, and will vie with each other in courting so 
gr^eat an accession of inhabitants, there will probably be 
no greater expense than barely that of locating the 
l^nds, our quota of which cannot be any very consider- 
able sum. 

I congratulate you oil the signal success of our arms 
in this neighborhood on the 28th of June. Great 
plunder and devastation have been committed among 
piy friends in this quarter, but through the distinguish- 
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iiig goodness of Providence, my fiamily and property 
escaped, and that almost in a miraciyous manner. 

I wish yon to take the above repi^esentation into your 
serious consideration, and if with me you shall judge it 
a matter of sufficient importance, that the Legislature 
may be as speedily as possible convened to deliberate 
and determine thereon. 

I am, dear Sir, with great esteem, yonr most obed't 
h'ble servant, 

. NATH. SCUDDER. 
Hon'ble John Hart, Esq. 

Quarter-Master- General Pettit to General Washington. 

Camp White Plaiw, Sept. 10, 1778. 
Sir, — The scarcity of Forage, and the reluctance 
with which the farmers part with what they have to 
spare, has for some time past filled me with more alarm- 
ing apprehensions than I have felt on account of any 
other branch of the duarter-Master's Department. The 
necessary consun^tion of forage, not only in and about 
the army, but from the numerous teams employed in 
this inland transportation of provisions and stores, has 
so far exhausted the resources of former crops, that 
every farmer in the middle states discerns that the 
demand for grain is equal if not more than equal to all 
that can possibly be furnished, and of course that the 
purchasers, whether for public or private use, must of 
necessity pay whatever price shall be insisted on. The 
discretion of each individual is therefore the only boun- 
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dary to the price demanded Hence we find it inlpos- 
sible without the interposition of legislative authority, 
to adhere steadily t6 any fixed price, and at the same 
time obtain the necessary suppUes. For, although 
many of the better disposed among the farmers would 
be willing to sell their forage at the present current 
*prices, if thejr were not apprehensive their more ava- 
ricious neighbors would obtain a higher price for theirs t 
yet while they see prices constantly rising, and un- 
bounded, they are unwilling to preclude themselves from 
the advantages which experience has taught them may 
be obtained by withholding their commodities firom the 
present market. This increases the avidity of the de- 
mand, and of course obliges the purchaser to submit to 
the terms imposed by the seller. 

The enormous increase of the pubUc expenditures, 
though perhaps the greatest, is but one of the evils which 
must attend the permitting the prices of grain 10 continue 
rising without any other limitation than the capricious 
discretion of the sellers of it The mischief is increased 
both in size and velocity by every step it advances, and 
must, if permitted to continue, produce the most disastrous 
consequences. On the other hand, if the legislatures of 
the respective states will give us their aid by fixing a table 
of prices between individuals and the pubUc, and estab- 
lishing a legal mode as well for the obtaining at sucli 
prices what each individual can spare, as for ascertain- 
ing the quantity which may be taken in case of dispute, 
— I imagine the quantity of grain in the country will be 
found more adequate to the demand than present ap- 
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pearances indicate. From the scarcity, whether real 
or artificial, which we dow feel, and have for some 
time past experienced in the states northward of the 
Chesapeake Bay, we have been under a necessi^ of 
drawing considerable quantities of grain from Virginia, 
Maryland and Delaware ; the transportation of whicb 
not only enhances the price, but by emplojdng more 
teams in the public service increases the consumption. 
IC therefore, the inhabitants of the state more contigu- 
ous to the army, could be induced to dehver in a short 
time what they can with propriety spare, it would not 
only enable us to form our magazines in due season, 
but might authorize us to relax our demand in the dis- 
tant places from whence supphes are transported at so 
great an expense. 

I take the Bberty of troubling your Excellency with 
these acts and observations, together with a letter from 
Colonel Biddle, C. G. F., which is enclosed herewith, 
confident that a representation of the matter from 
your excellency to the legislatures of the respective 
states, either immediately or through Congress, will be 
the most likely way to have the business speedily at- 
tended to, and to procure it that dispatch which its 
importance demands. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

CHA. PETTIT, A. a M. G. 
His Excellency, Gen. Washington. 
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CW. Biddle to Oeneral PettU, enclosed in the foregoing. 

Camp White Plains, Sept 6, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — The consampdon of forage is so great, 
and the distance it is brought subjects to so many delays 
and disappointments that I wish to fall on every method 
that will be most likely to answer a certain and regular 
supply. At this time we draw considerable quantities 
of com and oats from Virginia and Maryland, by the 
way of the head of Elk, to Trenton, and thence by 
land to this camp. The same from the Delaware state ; 
— ^and these suppUes must be continued as long as 
the season will permit, the middle states being much 
drained. However, I think much more might be drawn 
from Pennsylvania, Jersey, New York, and Connecticut, 
if the legislatures of those states would take effectual 
measures to bring out their hay and grain for the use of 
the army, and we shaU have occasion for all that can 
possibly be spared from each of these states, to subsist 
our horses. At present. New Jersey cannot frimish a 
sufficiency to forage the great number of teams passing 
through there; — although the gentleman in that state has 
as much interest and industry as any one in it, he 
complains of the great prices demanded ; — ^the same 
complaint from my agents in Pennsylvania, New York 
and Connecticut, and all agree that from various causes 
the forage is not brought to market. 

The absence of the militia in service in some places 
has been one cause of their not threshing, and in many, 
the expectation of a rising price induces them to keep 
it back. Some measures are necessary to bring them 
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to thresh and deliver all that can be spared for the use 
of the army. The limiting a generous price, beyond 
which they would not have an expectation of a rise, 
would have a good effect ; and they should deliver it at 
the season in wMch it is most wanted, viz ; during the 
h% winter, and spring. Therefore, I would propose, 
that his Excellency Gen. Washington, should be in- 
formed of this, and be requested to write to the different 
legislatures to take the most effectual measures to assist 
my agents in the different districts in the collection of 
forage by fimiting the prices and enf(M*cing a delivery of 
the hay and grain that can be spared at stated periods, 
abo in furnishing carriages, ta haul the same in then 
respective states, to such places as it may be wanted in. 
If the prices should be hmited from Pennsylvania to 
Connecticut inclusive, it may be necessary to make an 
application to the legidatures of Delaware, Maryland 
and Virginia, on the same occasion, as the conveniency 
of water carriage from, and the great abundance of com 
and oats in, those states, as weU as the insufficiency of 
grain |in others, will make it necessary to draw regularly 
from them. 

The proposition you made of a nun^ber of ox-teams, 
would be a great relief if they could be procured, as the 
oxen could be subsist^d on grass, and a very Uttle hay ; 
in the winter a small quantity of grain would be neces- 
sary. I submit this to you ; lay such part of it as you 
may think necessary to lay before the general 

And am, dear Sir, your most obedient serv't, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE, C. G, F. 
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P. S. There is so little grain threshed in this and 
the adjoining states, and our present situation requiring 
immediate supplies, there is no time to be lost in adopt- 
ing some method to get the farmers to work. 
To CoL Charles Pettit, A. a. M. Gen'l. 



I 



From Governor Livingston to the Legislature. 

Princeton, September 2Mi, 1778. 
Gentlemen, — I herewith lay before your honorable 
House copies of two letters from Col. Biddle and 
Charles Pettit, Esqrs,, upon the subject of forage, 
together with a letter from his Excellency, General 
Washington to me, accompanying these letters, and 
declaring his perfect conviction that the Legislature 
of this state will be forward to adopt every expedient 
that may seem calculated to afford the smallest relief in 
this interesting and essential point. The subject, gen- 
tlemen, is of such importance that I doubt not you vnll 
give it your serious attention, and manifest the same 
zeal in the common cause for which this state has 
hitherto rendered itself remarkably conspicuous. 

WIL. LIVINGSTON. 



Jonathan Elmer to the Legislature. 

Philadelphia, September 17th, 177a 

Gentlemen, — Sensible of the important trust reposed 
in me, and the honor conferred, in appointing me one 
of your delegates in Congress for two years past, I 
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inconveiiieiit for me to attend the battalion. Secondly, 
I shall expect that the battalion will not be reconciled 
to have their commander an inhabitant of another 
county. Therefore would beg your Honor and the 
Joint Meeting to accept my resignation, and your com- 
pliance will oblige 

Your humble serv't 

BENJ. HOLME. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston, or the Governor 
for the time being of New Jersey. 

From a Committee of Congress to Grovemor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, November 11th, 1778. 

Sir, — The great and increasing difficulties in the 
Cluarter Master and Commissary General's Depart- 
ments have induced Congress to adopt the resolution of 
which we have the honor to transmit you a copy. 
Among the measures immediately necessary for placing 
these matters on a proper foundation, is the acquiring a 
knowledge of the proper resources of these states. 
The articles of consumption which we would most 
particularly be informed of, are flour, wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, com and rice, beef, pork, working oxen and horses, 
cider and vinegar. The ignorance and the interests of 
mankind oppose so strongly our wishes in this respect, 
that after every efibrt and every prudent precaution, our 
information will perhaps be of far less importance than 
could be wished It is however our duty to aim at it, 
and we have no reason to doubt your Excellency's 
concurrence in the steps necessary to attain what we 
have in view. Especially when it is considered how 
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readily your own good sense will dictate the impracti- 
cability of continuing the war, at least of continuing it 
to advantage, while we remain supremely ignorant of 
the supplies our country is capable of affording. We 
have to intreat that your Excellency, from your knowl- 
edge of the produccions of the several parts of your 
state, would appoint some proper persons in whose 
industry and secrecy you can confide, to make proper 
lists through the districts you shall severally allot to 
them, of the quantity and number of such of the 
articles above named as are produced in it, which may 
probably be over and above the necessary consumption 
of the inhabitants, and also as nearly as possible the 
quantity, &c., which they consume over and above their 
own productions, or of what they do not produce. 
We hope that these lists may be transmitted to us with 
all convenient speed, to the end that proper arrange- 
ments may immediately be made for the ensuing 
campaign. Upon traasmitting an account of the 
expenses which may accrue in this business, they 
shall immediately be paid. You will perceive, sir, that 
every precaution should be taken to prevent this object 
from transpiring, lest as on many former occasions the 

devoted adherents of should make a 

gain of the public distresses. 

We are, respectftilly, your Excellency's ob't and 
hT)le servants, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 
Governor of New Jersey. 
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Prom a CaTnmittee of Congress to Governor Livingston. 

PhOftdeliduB, Nov^ber llth, 1T76. 
Sir, — The dangerous practices of engrossers have 
itereased so rapidly with the public distresses, and have 
so accumulated them, that every friend to this country 
or even to humanity, cannot but wish to see some 
remedy to an evil which threatens the existence not 
only of the several states, but of the poorer part of the 
individuals which compose them. We are fully sensible 
that this disease should be touched with a cautious and 
with a delicate hand, but at the same time we confide 
in the wisdom of your Legislature for this delicacy and 
caution. We do not pretend to mark out the means 
which they should adopt, but the confidence reposed in 
tts by Congress demands that we should at least hint 
what in our idea may conduce to this valuable purpose. 
The articles necessary for the consumption of the army 
are easily designated. And we trust there will not be 
much difficulty in distinguishing between the dealer in, 
or manufacturer, of those articles and the engrosser, or, 
as he would call himself, the speculator. These two 
objects being accomplished, it surely cannot be deemed 
inconsistent either with policy or justice that he should 
be obliged to part with them to the public. The pro- 
cess necessary for this purpose must depend on the civil 
institutions which m^y have been respectively adopted, 
but it should be as short and as simple as is consistent 
with the constitution of the state. One thing more is 
necessary to complete the system, namely the price, if 
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tfab is such as to leave the speculator his profit, nothing 
more is operated by the law than merely to sanctify his 
unfighteous gains. If the price be fixed by law, the 
efforts now making to render our money valuable, (aiid 
which we doubt not your Legislature will assist by 
heavy taxes,) wiU only tend to reaUze what he hath 
aheady accumulated. Perhaps a power lodged some^ 
where to fix the market price monthly, by the name of 
assize, and a deduction from it of about twenty per 
cent, on commodities in the hands of engrossers, would 
be most effectual. This, however, and every thing else 
we have mentioned, is submitted to your wiser con- 
sideration. 

We have the honor to be your Excellency's most ob't 
and h'ble servants, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 
Governor of New Jersey. 



From a Committee of Congress to Governor Livingrion. 

Philadelphia, November 11th, 177S. 

Sir, — Permit us to call your attention for a moment 
to the detection and punishment of a crime against the 
public. Persons in office under the ccmtinent have as 
we are informed, used the. monies entrusted to them in 
the engrossing of articles upon the public. Thb seeth* 
ing of the kid in its mother's milk calls for the vomfL 
exemplary punishment We pray that jtm wfll urge 
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the Legislature of your state to pass laws for the prose- 
cution and punishment of offenders of this kind in 
future, and that in the interim your ExceUency will 
cause any who may in your state be guilty of the like 
crimes to bfe secured for trial in safe and close custody. 
We are, respectfully, your Excellency's most ob't and 
humble servants, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 



P. Scull, Secretary of the Board of War, to Governor 
Livingston. 

War Office, December 2d, 177a 
Sir, — Your Excellency's letter of the 25th ultimo to 
Congress has been referred to this board ; and they now 
direct me to inform you that it must have been occa- 
sioned by mistake or inattention in the affairs, that your 
troops were not furnished with an equal quantity of 
clothing with the rest of the army. A greater propor- 
tion of coats, vests and breeches than will supply the 
whole army has been forwarded to Springfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts ; and the troops from your state could have 
drawn those articles, and were entitled to at least a 
dividend of such as proved deficient His Excellency, 
General Washington, has informed the board that he 
will give Erections about the delivery of clothing ; and 
if the commanding officer in Jersey will make out the 
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necessary retarns, there is no doabt but they wUl be 
complied with on application to head quarters. 

I have the hon(»r to be, with the greatest respect 
your Excellency's most obed't ser't, 

P. SCULL, Secy'. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

Fr(mi Chief Justice Symmes to Governor Livingston. 

Moiristown, Jannarj 7^ 1779. 

Sir,— I beg leave to lay before your Excellency, and 
the honorable gentlemen of the Council, the business of 
the state that came before me in the late Circuit, in the 
counties of Hunterdon and Cbmberland, which was 
capital ; recommending to the clemency and grace of 
your honor those miserable subjects who are under sen- 
tence of death. 

In the county of Gloucester there is Jonathan Chew 
condemned for high treason ; he was convicted by jury. 
I take it that he was disaffected from the beginning of 
the troubles, and joined the enemy at their coming to 
Billingsport, and acted as a captain among them. The 
charges laid against him in the indictment of levying 
war and adhering to the enemies of the state was well 
supported, and I cannot think there is any equitable 
circumstance in his favor, either as matter of law or 
fact But the foUowing considerations may perhaps 
plead for him with your honors for a pardon. 

1. He is a very weak man in his understanding. 

2. He has a family of twelve children, that must be 
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objects of charity if their friend is taken away, and 
they have no property left. 

3. It appeared in the Court that he was humane, and 
incUned to distress the inhabitants that were in \m 
power as little as possible, in person or property. 

4. He left the enemy after they had retreated through 
Jersey, and came home and threw himself in the way 
of justice. 

Harrison Wells, who traversed his indictment for 
levying war against the states, and adhering to its 
enemies, and convicted thereon. I believe that Mr. 
Wells was a Whig at the beginning; he was in the 
militia and behaved well. But I cannot say there was 
any equitable circumstance appeared (touching law of 
fact) on his trial that can operate in his favor; bat 
perhaps the following considerations may incUne yoor 
honors to pardon him : 

1. He was undoubtedly over-persuaded by Mr. John 
Hinchman, who had been his guardian, to go and join 
the enemy, which at length he. did with some reluctance, 
being partly in comphance to Mr. Hinchman's advice, 
and partly because he was threatened by the militia. 

2. When with the enemy he was offered a Lieuten- 
ant's Commission, which he refused. 

3. It appeared that he early wished to make his 
peace with his country by desiring to surrender himself 
but found the popular clamor so much against him that 
he dare not do it ; and his house was contiguous to the 
enemy. 

4. When the enemy left Philadelphia, he surrendered 
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faimself at Haddonfield, to the law, reftising to march 
with the enemy. He appears very penitent 

Besides Chew and Wells, Aere are fifteen others 
condemned ibr high treason against the state ; viz : 
William Hammet, John Dilks, John Franklin, James 
Birch, Joseph Pratt, Joseph Dill, Abraham Fennimore, 
Joshna Dilks, Christopher String, Daniel Fnssman^ 
Lawrence Cox, David Lloyd, Thomas Nightmgale, 
Paterson Cook, and Isaac Lord; who, after having 
proper time allowed them to consider of a plea, seve- 
rally pleaded guiky to their indictments, which has pre- 
vented the Court from having their causes investigated 
before them ; and I must own that as to by far the greater 
part of them, I know nothing of the nature of their 
guilt, or what favorable circumstances there may be in 
their cases, only as they were charged in their indict- 
ments and pleaded guilty ; but as to William Hammet, 
I believe there is as little to be said in his favor as to 
any of them. I should be exceeding haj^y, were your 
honors of opinion there was no occasion of farther 
examples in cases of high treason ; that our laws and 
government were sufficiently established, and that noth* 
ing remained but to forgive. But as I think these 
things matters of some doubt, I hope your honors will 
not receive it ill of me if I proceed to say, that were 
the question put to me. Who shall die t I should be in- 
clified to say, WilUam Hammet. My reasons are. First, 
because he was formerly apprehended and sent to your 
Excellency and the Council of Safety, charged with 
similar offences against his country, and notwithstand- 
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ing the Honorable Coancil of Safety were pleased to 
suffer him to retom home, he went unmediately and 
joined the enemy. Secondly, he was a daring offender 
while with the enemy, and may be so again. Thirdly, 
he was taken while in the service of the enemy, and 
has at no time since, (if I am rightly instracted,) ex- 
pressed himself a friend to the state, as most of the 
others have ; but he has frequently wished to be sent to 
the enemy again ; and I think the probability is against 
him that he joins them if discharged Fourthly, he 
has no family that must suffer by his death, as many of 
the others have ; and in making up my mind on this 
subject, I think I am warranted in some measure by the 
opinion of Judge Blackstone, where he speaks of the 
necessity of human punishments. 

There is also one ****** convicted in 
Gloucester county for burglary and robbery. I beUeve 
he thought the person whom he robbed, a tory, and that 
by the custom of the times, conceived he had a perfect 
right to plunder him. He appears very penitent, and 
has been a brave soldier in the American army. In 
the county of Cumberland there is one capital con- 
viction, and that is *******. for an highway rob- 
bery. He was convicted by jury. There is an appear- 
ance of equity in this man's case. The party robbed, 
who was the principal witness against him, was proved 
to be a tory, and a person of very ill fame ; but I must 
own 1 am inclined to think the man was actually 
robbed. The Court have, however, thought proper to 
recommend him for pardon, as your honors will see by 
the petition in his favor. » 
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I have the honor to inclose to jour Excellency and 
the gentlemen of the Council, all the papers relative to 
the prisoners that have fallen into my hands. I hope 
they will not prove altogether useless. I was not pre- 
sent at Salem when any capital case came before the 
Court I hope his honor the Chief Justice will point 
out to your honors those matters in which I am defi- 
cient, as he presided at Gloucester, during the trials of 
Chew and Wells, and was alone at Salem when the 
capital trials came on there. 

I have the honor to be, honorable gentlemen, with 
great esteem, your humble servant, 

JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
His Excellency, the Governor. 



From Colonel Biddle to Governor Livingston 

Princeton, January 14, 1779. 

Sir, — In my letter of the 1st inst, I had the honor 
to inclose you a resolve of Congress, of the 30th No- 
vember, relative to the Forage Department ; a copy of 
which I now send to yon. 

The scarcity of forage is very great, and to lessen 
the consumption we have sent upwards of 2000 horses 
from the army into Pennsylvania, and shall retain no 
more than are actually necessary within the camp. I 
have given orders to forward a considerable quantity of 
grain from the westward and southward by water to 
Trenton as soon as the Delaware opens, and I have 
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good information that I may depend upon considerable 
supplies by that channel. 

Bat such is our present situation, that we mast rely 
chiefly on this state to subsist our horses uHtil the open* 
ing of the river, and it is with the greatest difficulty we 
can keep them alive. 

I have therefore to request that your Excellency in 
council, will please to give your aid and advice for 
drawing forth all the forage that can be spated from 
every part of this state ; and I beg leave to suggest that 
a recommendation to the magistrates to carry into exe- 
cution in their several districts, the law for impressmg 
forage would have a very good effect. But I submit 
to your wisdom to give such relief as to you may appear 
most likely to answer the end. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient and very humble 
servant, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From a Committee of Congress on the Comm'y and 
Q. M. Department to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, January 19, 1779. 

Sir, — We did ourselves the honor to write to your 
Excellency the 11th of November last on the subject 
of engrossing. Permit us to call your attention once 
more to that subject. The evils feared, when that letter 
was written, now rapidly approach, and the letter firoin 
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the commissary^geaeral, of which we enclose a copy, 
gives us the' most alarming apprehensions. The wis- 
dom of the state joa preside over and your own exer- 
tions will notf we are confident, be wanting to prevent 
the mischiefs arising firom that insatiable thirst of gain 
which knows neither principle or bound. 

We will not insult your good sense by dwelling upon 
this painfol topic. Your knowledge of the cause, and 
prudential foresight of the effects will doubtless stimu- 
late you to every measure which you shall deem neces- 
sary for the public service. 

GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 

Governor of New Jersey. 



From John Fell to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, March 25, 1779. 

Dear Sir, — I cannot help complaining to your Ex- 
cellency of the behavior of some of the delegates from 
our state, which'is not only disgraceful to the state, but 
in my humble opinion, treating me with the greatest 
impoliteness ; they take upon them to leave Congress 
when they please and without leave, by which the 
state in course is not represented Last Saturday 
Dr. Witherspoon went home without ever saying one 
word to me on the occasion, and this day Colonel 
Frelinghuysen went away in the same manner. 

No man has the service of his country more at heart 
than I have ; but then I should choose to be treated in 
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such manner as I think I have a right to as a gentle- 
men. And I am certain such treatment from my col- 
leagues cannot be deemed in that line. Therefore I 
request it as a favor, that I may not be treated in like 
manner in future ; to make my stay here so exceedingly 
disagreeable. 

I received a letter this week from hon'l Mr. Scudder, 
dated 13th inst, he wrote me he expected to be here in 
about six weeks from that date. When Dr. Scudder 
comes I hope your Excellency will have no objection to 
my paying a visit to my family for a short time. As I 
have engaged to serve the state for the time of my 
appointment I undoubtedly shall do it, to the best of my 
power and ability. However, I hope the honorable 
Assembly will pay some regard to the increase of pay 
for my service, as every kind of expense has advanced 
in this city upwards of 50 per cent, since my appoint- 
ment. It is with great reluctance I am under the 
disagreeable necessity to mention a circumstance of this 
kind, but my private fortune has suffered so much from 
the great losses I have met with, as well as my long, 
cruel captivity, that I shall not be able to support the 
extraordinary expense long. I am certain there is no 
member in Congress does more duty than I do. Every 
morning at the commercial committee, aftierwards at 
Congress, and three stated nights in a week at the 
marine committee, besides occasional committees ; in 
short, there has been very few nights this winter that I 
have not been engaged in business. And not to be 
able to live in the manner I have ever been used to. 
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without spending my own money as well as time, is 
rather too unreasonable for the public to desire of any 
individual 

I was exceedingly happy to hear you were from home 
when the enemy came to pay you a visit ; as I am 
certain yon are not one of those gentlemen who they 
have the greatest regard for. I should imagine Princeton 
or Trenton would be a much more eligible place for 
your residence than Elizabethtown. Your being 
taken, besides the many disagreeable circumstances of 
being a prisoner, would be of the utmost bad conse- 
quence, as I know of no person in our possession that 
you could be exchanged for ; — however the subject is 
too melancholy to dwell on. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
Excellency's most humble servant, 

JOHN FELL. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Mefnarial of the Officers of the Jersey Brigade to the 
Legislature. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Council and General 

Assembly of the state of New Jersey. 

It is with great reluctance that the officers of the 
Jersey brigade undertake to address you. 

They had reason to expect that you would (from 
principles of justice as well as necessity) before this 
time have taken such measures as would have rendered 
it unnecessary, but the circumstances of your troops 
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have become such thaZ it would now be cirimiaal to be 
silent. The Legislature need not be informed that our 
pay is now only nominal, not real, that four monthd' 
pay of a private will not procure his wretched wife 
and children a single bushel of wheat* The situation 
of your ofificers is worse. The pay of a Colonel of 
your regiments will not purchase the oats for his horse, 
nor will hb whole day's pay procure him a single 
dinner. A common laborer or an express rider receives 
four times as much as he. It would be superfluous for 
us to point out all our grievances, they ate many, they 
are great, they are known to you. It is therefore a 
duty we owe our country, a duty we owe ourselves, to 
inform you in the most plain and unambiguous terms, 
that unless a speedy and ample remedy be provided, the 
total dissolution of your troops is inevitable. The 
spirit of desertion has aheady taken place, and has risen 
to the most alarming height Combinations of large 
parties to desert are almost every day discovered, and 
the utmost vigilance of the ofiScers is not able to 
prevent it. 

The soldiers estimate the money truly, by what it 
will purchase. Th^y have frequently been heard to 
say "that it was true British pay was very small, but 
notwithstanding, two days' pay would purchase a quart 
of rum, and with us a month's pay would not more 
than do it. 

In the year 1776 the pay of the officers and soldiers 
afforded no more than a scanty subsistence. Since 
that period the currency has depreciated in most articles 
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of life more than two thousand per cent Are we then 
to risk our lives in the field or battle, to submit to all 
the inconveniences of a camp life, to be deprived of 
the sweets of domestic happiness, and subsist upon one 
twentieth part of a sufficiency t 

Congress, seeing the enormous rise of the necessaries 
of Ufe, so long ago as December, 1777, recommended 
to the several states to provide all necessary clothing 
for their officers and soldiers at prices proportioned to 
their pay. We had examples of the states both of the 
southward and eastward complying with this resolution^ 
and in many instances exceeding it 

That your troops are less brave, or have done less 
duty than any troops in the union, is a position that 
none have been hardy enough to advance, and why 
they should be so long neglected is a problem in poUtics 
hard to be explained. 

Pennsylvania has lately passed some resolves in favor 
of her troops. Maryland has adopted the same ; — some 
other states have done more, but none of them have 
done enough. 

The families of officers and soldiers should some 
way be provided for. If our pay was in Spanish 
milled dollars (and that was the contract between Con- 
gress and us) we could provide for them ; we therefore 
neither ask nor wish for more than a compliance 
with the original contract 

Fay us in Spanish milled dollars or give us an equiv- 
alent, and our complaints shall instantly cease. 

Elizabethtown, April 17th, 1779. 
10 
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W. Ogden, CoL 
iDftTd-Bra^pfoy, Lt^GoL 
Jkml Piatt, Al#>r. 
Jona. Fonnan, Capt 
Giles Mead, Capt 
(^•z.'^Mitebal, Gapt 
iP.iV.VoorfaeB,Capt 
John Holmes, Capt 
^Axttm Ogden; Capt 

jQyms DeHart, lieut. 



1*^ Regiment. 

Jno. Howell, Lient 
Wm. Barton, Lt 

Ephm. Whitlock, Lieut 
C.Lott,Lt 

JoMtban Bncmimrht 
Ahsaloin Boxiham^ tit 

Silas ^, Lt 

JiK>.Wsliop/>EBs^n. ' 

Wm.M.iBA^mtraw 



.2d BAgiment. 



Wm. DeHai% Lt CoL 
R. Howell, Major. 
'Jbo. Hi^imgshead, Capt 
f|DO» N. QwmtQgB> Capt 
S«m. Reading, Capt 
JontL Phillips, Capt 
43aml^Qeiiiy^Capt 



'Elias Dayton, Col. 
'F.iBftdber^I^tCoL 
Jphn Conwaji Migor. 
Jno. Ross, Capt 
W. Gifford, Capt 
j0r«BalI«rd»Capt 
Jos. T. Anderson, Capt 
Seth Johnson, Capt 



Nathl. Bowman, Capt 
Wm. Helms, Capt 
Sam.— 1 

Saml.mute, Lt 
Ben. OsmuD, Lt 

Zd Regiment. 

Jonathan' Dayton, Lt 
Jf artiL JUonard, Lt 
Gdmund D. Tho^ias, Jon. 
E|A. Darby, Lt 
Sam. L. Shippard; Lt 
Ji^R^ilit 
Jno. ' \ . 



From General Muswell to the Legislature. 

Eliaabethtown, April 25di, 1779. 
Gentlemen,-^! have written or waited on you at 
every time of your sitting for two years past, or per- 
mitted officers to wait on you as a close attention to 
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^y jdwty would pennit me, wjth a de^dgii to draw your 
att^^idon.to. the 4iatF|^si9iS9.of tbe A#cers or soldiers of 
joui; l^gade. I suppose. by this time I ahal) be thought 
Itrpfbl^some by ^pme, but however some iudividuab 
may think of the matter^ y^t so long as I am honored 
,with my present station > I shall look on it as my duty to 
iTf^prosept to yopr hongrftble house every grievance I 
.find among ypur txQ<^ or even amongst your inhabit- 
ants within the district of my command. With respect 
to the distresses of your, troops I have no doubt they 
are visible to the meanest capacity in the country. 
They have been so shamefully neglected by ^e Legis- 
latg^re of the state that I am now at a loss how to 
addrisss on the subject ; a state who claims credit with 
any of her sister states of her size on the continent, in 
turning out h^r equal number of militia as well as con- 
tinental troops, on all occasions, for the defence of our 
. rights and privileges; and that their military prowess has 
equally gained credit with their alertness, is what I 
befieve none will deny. I say after all these circum- 
stances in favor of the troops of the state of New 
Jersey, is it not strange the Legislature should not think 
them worthy of their notice or care when brought to 
the field ; incredible as it may seem, it is certainly true, 
to such a length has the neglect and injustice been 
carried that had any private person attempted to treat 
his servant in such a manner, the law of the state 
would have found such servant ample redress. I will 
give a few instances on the contract by way of example, 
Tiz. when the soldier and officer engaged to serve the 
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State or contment, a continental ddlar was worth a 
Spanish silver dollar, and wonld have bought eqnaUy 
as mnch of any article the officer or soldier wanted to 
purchase ; now those very people whose servants these 
officers and soldiers are, will require now for some 
articles of their own manufacture or raising near 
twenty continental' dollars for what one silver one 
would have purchased then, and in some other articles 
much more. Where is the justice or equity of this pro- 
ceeding ! None I presume can be offered. Shall we 
then expect less justice from the legislators of our state 
than from private persons ? I hope not. Therefore I 
make no doubt you will immediately set about making 
ample recompense for the injustice done your troops in 
time past, and a sufficient subsistence for them for the 
time to come. I make no doubt you will instantly set 
about doing your troops justice, therefore I beg leave to 
give you my sentiments on your mode of doing it I 
would not have you to copy after Pennsylvania entirely, 
although they deserve great credit for what they have 
done, considering the quantity of back water their 
wheels of government have to force their way through. 
I would not have you to ftimish your troops with 
muscovado sugar at 3s. 9d. per lb., above five times its 
former value when we entered the service, nor common 
tea at 12 shiUings per lb., above twice its value, and 
other things in proportion ; nor with one suit of clothes 
in the year at the old prices, when the value of two 
suits in clothes will scarcely serve. I would have you 
to ftimish them with such articles and necessaries as 
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they may think suitable for them, equal to their fiiU pay 
at the time and prices when they entered the service. 
This I call justice and no compliment : if you fail in any 
article of this by not havings it in your power to get it, 
you must make ample amends in something else that is 
suitable. Pay your miUtary as you ought to do, and 
you may expect their labor, yea, I say command it. It 
is useless for you to say you are not able to pay in full 
value. I ask pardon, I know better ; your merchants 
and formers never were so rich in this world before. I 
cannot say what provision they have laid up for the 
other world, but if we are to judge by the old rules 
" to lay up treasures in heaven, such as charity, virtue, 
pubUc spiritedness, &c. &c.," I think they have not put 
much in that bank lately, it is likely they intend it when 
the hard money comes in use. The farmer as well as 
the merchant is come to knowledge that every thing is 
worth what it will bring, and notwithstanding he knows 
that the security of his property and privileges has cost 
the soldier dear in heats, colds, thirsting, hunger and 
watching, yet they will make no scruple to strip him of 
his month's pittance for a day's subsistance and the other 
for a toy. Charity will not carry any of them forther 
than a drink of cold water, which shows the absolute 
necessity of the officers and soldiers having a decent 
subsistence to support them according to the custom of 
the times, without trusting to charity. I believe it will 
hardly be denied that the soldiers have been the last of 
the community who have given up their living on honor 
and virtue, they stood firmly to it till many thousands 
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jferished tha^' wbold^ noW have beieii^ ih' tt^' lArfd off iUh' 
living had they been tklen ' proper cart of,' arid whictf 
was in the pbwer of the states t6 hate <forie. Fafetailf 
jt^fly s^ys th4t"h6ii6t* win nbt clothe a mkn's bick,^ 
Ufaf fih his belly^ ntti* mend a brokfeii l6g or aftri/* theire-'' 
fbrfe orie good ttiM 'must desieirvie another, and that itf 
sAch a marifaer that nb misconstrut^o^ can be pert ori 
iii value. 

Ai to yout makirig^me provisbh ibt yonr'servdit^ 
tliat are' rendered unfit for further service, or to thbstf 
who have beed brouj^ht u^ to no othet btssitr^sB, or for 
th^ widows or orphabs' of thoee braVe nten' vrho haVe 
fallen in your service, humanity must dictate that 
son^ei provision foe made fbf thetn. I know I could not 
safkr an old dog tb parish for ws^nt who had siervedr me 
fiBUthfuHy, if I had it'ih my power to serve hkn. It 19 
well known that di€l pay of the British ahny^ vra^ 
established above two hundred years ago, and that the 
officers' and soldiers' fmy was then honoristUte and g»i- 
erous, but since that time the money has depreciated ill 
its vahie, at least as three to one, owing t6 its increiacse 
in quantity: it is also well known that no officer id 
die British service under the rank and pay of Captaiii 
c^ support himsetf dn bis pay but by the greatest paT- 
simoriy, or from his private fortune or friends, and from 
the Captain upwardisi their pay is no more than a decent 
support, therefore as the fiublic have takcsi them intb 
their service abd has not thou^ght prosier to altoW tlteni 
more than a baire' subsistence, it v^ms reasonable to 
cbcpect that some support would be provided for them 
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bj. the jtoblia when they were old or disabled, or to 
theee whose services maj be wanted in fiitnre, as well 
as^ to widows and oqdians. It is well known that due 
pay of our troops (the officers I mean) has never been 
as higjh in contmental cnrrency as the British officers' 
is in sterlings therefore would I imagine that we ave 
entitled to e^pal recompense at the end of the war with 
them. However, in this case I wonld recommend it to 
JOQ to copy after that kingiiom or stale whose discq[>line 
yoa tjikik the most perfect You have plenty to make 
j^Mir choice from. Something concerning the weak- 
ness- of your civil authority in time of war (especially 
whefftfae enemy are on your borders) to serve the state 
effiactnaUy, shall be the subject of my next 
lam, gpntlemen, with much respect and esteem, 

WM. MAXWELL. 
His^ Excellency, Gov. Livingston. The. honorable 

Council and General Assembly ci the • state of 

New Jersey. 



From General Maxwell to the Legislature. 

Elizabetbtown^ April 26th, 1770. 
Gentlbmen,-"^! promised in my last of yesterday to 
g^ve you some hints wherein I thought your Civil Poli- 
cy was weak« and not sufficient to answer the exigency 
of the times, when an enemy is in your state or on 
your borders^ I will give you some instances, viz : I 
will suppose a tory is taken up, going to or comingfrom 
the enemy, and may possibly be twenty or thhrty miles 
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from his former abode; in that case the magistrate 
where he is taken can do nothing with him ; then die 
military most go that distance and take all the evidence 
with him, and when that is done, if his crime is not so 
capital as will be likely to hang him, the justice imme- 
diately takes bail of him, and if his former residence 
was on the lines, which is commonly the case, he 
cannot prevent him from Uving there ; the magistrate 
says he cannot bail him, and then orders him to be con- 
fined to some county at a distance. I believe his ob- 
servations to be right, but some remedy ought to be 
provided for such evils. I suppose there are five or six 
or more such persons between this place and Wood- 
bridge, that are turned loose upon the shore, who have 
been over with the enemy some one year, some eight- 
een months, and others longer, so that they return to us 
with the addition of seven devils more than they were 
possessed of before, by the connections they ' have 
formed on the other side ; and no doubt but some of 
them are sent over to us by the enemy. Two of 
these sort of fellows were bailed out last winter, and 
when called on to attend Court at Newark they made 
their escape to the enemy and then sent intelligence 
back that the enemy had carried them off. The present 
mode might answer well in time of peace, but it cuts a 
shocking figure in time of war. Again, some people 
are encouraging our soldiers to desert, and others buy 
their clothes ; and no one knows what to do with them 
and villainy escapes unpunished for want of necessary 
law. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] EXECUTITE PROM 1776 TO 1786. 153 

There are a number of people in this part of the 
coontry, that it would be much better for the safety of 
the state, that they were moved some to New York and 
others back into the country. That we should keep 
Capt Kennedy and Capt McCloud here on parole, is 
very extraordinary ; it is keeping licensed spies, in our 
very lines, amongst our troops ; this is carrying com- 
placency beyond anything that I ever saw or heard o£ 
Here we much exceed the generosity of princes, by 
suffering such people on our lines and among our 
troops ; in short, these officers and the tories here pre- 
vent the honest whig from doing his duty for fear of 
having his property destroyed, which they often threaten 
them with. It b well known that Capt Kennedy car- 
ries on a correspondence with the enemy by the assist- 
ance of his wife and negroes. The Governor knows 
something of this ; it appears by the oath of one of the 
soldiers that was lately secured at Newark, when some 
others deserted, that Capt Kennedy's negro was to find 
them a boat, and it is Hkely that he did to those that 
went off. If the enemy would not exchange them, 
(which I think they cannot avoid finally,) I would send 
them in on a parole, and if they would not go that way 
I would make a present of them ; it would have been 
well for us had that been done long ere now. Capt 
McCloud draws his fiiD pay from them in New York, 
and seems to have no visible business here. I think he 
would be much better for us in New York. He cannot 
help speaking against us and our measures and a man 
who will speak has^ in any cause, will act too, when 
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h0 cftn do it with safety* Mr9% Chaadler i&^ M»fllir in 
tfae sa:me wisty. here- that' M^Glilittt is^-wkh- respect^ to^ 
her lifing^; bii€ in tlie wity of givmg int^hg0Hceto*th^ 
enemy I think her tbe^ first in the place. There is not* 
a^toiythat passes ill orcmt' of New Yorkr<Nr' anj( odier 
way, that i» ci cond^quenee^ bat what Wluts on Miar 
Chandler ; and mostly all the Britkh offieera ^Qiagiin''<H^ 
(Kit on parole- or excfatng^ <wait*on* her ;> in shorty tb» 
Governor; the whole of* the' tories^ and many of- tbr 
whiga. I thi^k she wonld be much better in New Yovk^ 
and to take her baggt^ with 1m, than she mi^t have 
nothing to conle back fo^; Laiwyeir Boss and> sene 
Other noted tones h^re I itonld recJonmend to be sentf 
some distance back* in the- codnttry, ad well a» some 
others along t the^ shore between this and Amboy^ aftei^ 
their cbaraeters being; properly enqbired into ly^r propiei 
pe^Rsdns sent hete for that porpose^ by y ott^. They most 
not be peraoiis living near tins j^ee, tha4 will do the 
business, it must be people that are not afraid of these 
people's efmissaries or fnend^ <M the other side^ There 
wants a thorough reform here* Several gpod firiends 
have mentioned t&ese hints to me often, but ds^e not 
apply to the legisAatnre for fear of a discovery. I beg 
you will excul^ the roug^neisis of these observati<m8r^ 
I have not had time to' dress them; 

I ato, with respect and esteem, gentlemen^ your most 
ohed't and hn[>le servant, 

W*» MAXWELL. 
His Excdlency^ the Grovernor, Council, and General 
Assembly State New Jersey. 
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iVtwi Frederick Frelingh^ten to the Speaker cf the 

Aseemblj^ 

' Trtrttoi, A|)iB'»A, irrd. 

Siry-^-AgpeeaUe ta thB appcintment of the Legnl^ 
tore, I repbked to Ptaihictslphia in the mondr of Jaikai^ 
ksc; Ea6 Innrb since that fime^ attcAMied'Oon^esk/mrttt 
the pabKc btisinen edtnuted tir myl cme in the' cbunt^ 
Of Soiiienet rendered* m^r abseifce nnaroidaUe* 

It is needless for me to remind the honorable Legi»^ 
ntvfe, that I did with great' rdttMance afccept of the 
ap|knhtnient'of a delegate for this state in Ccmgiess: 
I was thcni sufficiently sensible that the trastwas tod 
important for my ytears and abilities. I am n6w fiiHjp 
cmiyittced that I shoiild do injustice to Ay cotetry did 
I not d^ine that service. 

In doing, thii, I an cdnscions to myself thilt I anf 
ac^ted merely by motives for thi pnbKc good, well 
knowing that whatever may be my abilities, they wiH 
be useless to the state in the supreme coancil of the 
Nation, and that the other appointments with wMch 
the Legislature of New Jersey have been pleased to 
honor me in the county of Somerset, are more than 
sufficient to employ my whole attention. 

I might add some other circumstances which render 
my situation there peculiarly disagreeable, but I fear the 
evils which might arise from my opening myself on this 
subject, would more than counterbalance any good it 
it might probably answer. I trust, however, the repre- 
seittativeB of New Jersey will not think it impertihent 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1779. 

in one who has faithfully endeavored to serve his 
country, to declare to them that the interests of America 
loudly call on them for extraordinary vigilance. 

I shall say nothing respecting the amazing expense 
of attending Congress, and my inability to support it I 
am determined not to complain till the last fiarthing of 
my little property is spent in the service of my country; 
and then, perhaps, I shall have the consolation to see 
poverty esteemed as the characteristic of an honest 
man. 

I conclude with observing, I am particularly moved 
to wish for a release from the appointment, as it has 
been hinted to me that my colleague Mr. Fell is ex- 
ceedingly uneasy that he is so often left alone to manage 
the weighty affairs of state, and that he has even ex- 
pressed himself with warmth and temper on the sub- 
ject in his letters to the Legislature. I shall only say 
I am ready at all times to give an account of my con- 
duct to those who appointed me. 

I trust the Legislature will take into consideration 
and gratify my request of being excused from the 
farther attendance at Congress. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and humble serv't, 

FREDK FRELINGHUYSEN. 
Hon'ble Caleb Camp, Speaker of the Assembly. 

Memorial of the Officers of the Jersey Brigade. 

To the Honorable the Conncil and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey. 

Gentlemen, — Our being now under marching orders 
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indaces us to this our second remonstrance, occasioned 
bj jonr too long delay and inattention to us. 

We therefore with the greatest concern and reluct- 
ance inform you, that unless we have an immediate 
relief and the depeciation of currency made good, we 
shall be under the necessity of leaving a service we 
would wish to continue in whilb we can be supported 

Unless we do* within three days receive the former of 
these demands, and foil assurances of the latter being 
complied with as early as possible, we request officers 
may be inunediately appointed in place of 

Your most obed't, humble serv'ts. 

Elizabethtown, 6th May, 1779. 

Jno. Fonnan, Capt, Abm. Martin, Lient 

(SksMeAd, do. Ephm. Whidock, do. 

Alez'rMhchell, do. EdVd Burrows, do. 

P. V. VooAies, do. P. Lott, do. 

John Holmes, do. Silas , do. 

Aaron Ogden, do. Absalom Bonham,do. 

Jacob Piatt, Lient Asher Levy, Ensign. 

Wm. Piatt, do. Jno. , do. 

Cjnis DeHart, do. Jno. Bidiop, do. 

Jna HoweU, do. Jn. Snowden, Lieut 
Wm. Barton, do. 



Memorial of Major Cummings and Capt. Anderson. 

To the Hon<miUe, the Legislature of the State of New Jersey — 

Gentlemen, — We being appointed by the. officers of 
the Jersey brigade to make such representations to oar 
Honorable House (respecting the depreciation of your 
pay,) as to us might appear expedient, beg leave to pre- 
sent the following : 
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ffiaiiig.iaUy.8misyUe.tIiat by E^aaoQ of tbejuaaj and 
most impoitant . matters in. AvUeh ,yoa gmgtJbenec^^ar 
^y.^m^yod^ those of lm», CMUso^wcei to tlue general 
.good way in some ^epw uhe neglected and forgotten; 
jiKe^bag Joave jto, remind. h/wocaJlile ^B^y of i tbe. {>etition 
j}£ tke.twenty-^xthof May,d«}iyered^hy CokoielDiHavt 
aiidDr.|£l9ter.in behalf .of itbe^.^lSQers and^okUeis «f 
ithe)ibdgade, requiting j^iat jthe/CurU^oates.on account 
j^i 4he . dofireeiation of our, pay, might .he jmore oflbctndUy 
'.Monrod . by.ithe jnortgage of 4j»qae. ^states Ahata^e. al- 
ready or may hereafter be canfi9Qated. 

FJacing a firm reliance upon yoor entire willingness 
to pay every possible .attep^ixm. tQitbe^jrepresoiUAtions of 
your brigade, and confiding in yoar laudable endeavors 
to give them the most ample satisfaction in your power 
consistent with the public weal, we take the liberty to 
request in xhe most earniest manner, that we may be 
placed on an equal (or the same) footing with that of 
the troops belonging to the state of New York. 

We were never yet made sensible either by general 
or particular instances of any superior merit in the offi- 
cers and soldiers of that state, to those employed under 
you ; nor can we be induced to think that the legisla- 
ture of any state can be more desirous of encouraging 
merit, or more willing to render strict justice to their 
army than that of ours, i Deeply impressed with these 
sentiments of your liberaUty and strict adherence to 
ju«tice,^^we have ventured to trouble you with the fore- 
gqing representations^ being convinced fiom cool and 
impartial reflection, that no sufficient oli^ection can be 
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uSereA ag»nst a request, which to us appears to be 
^feondedndn the grand priBciple of equity and economy. 
#^0r- we conceive that the mode above alluded to, as 
having been established by the legislative authority of 
^the State of ^NewYork^ would be equally conducive to 
the inteit^stsof the state and that of the brigade, since 
4t-«iust consequeMly save^to^het former an annual inte- 
-rest of aa much as the certificates <lraw, more than the 
^rents arising -from the c^ifiscated estates; and will give 
to die latter the most ample satirfaction, by aiffcnrding 
them an opportunity of realizing their notes, which 
must othen^e be exposed to the disadvantages of an 
equal invaKdity with the new emission. 

'We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your 
obedient servants, 

J. N. CUMMINGS, 

'Major 1st R.Jersey. 

J. ANDERSCW, 

Capt in 1st Reg't; N. J. 

Frem Brigadier. General Maxwell to General 
WasbingUm. 

Elizabetlitown, May 6th, 1779. 

SiR,<-^I am just informed by Col. Ogden that the 
officers of the first regiment have delivered him a 
remon^rance to our Legislature with their commis- 
sions, informing them that if they have not some 
immediate redress with respect to their pay and support 
they will look on themselves as out of the service at the 
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expiration of three ^B,ys. They will' however put the 
regiment in the most proper order for marchings or take 
care of it till the state has reasonable time to supply 
other officers. This is a step they are extremely 
unwilling to take, but it is such as I make no doubt 
they will all take. Nothing but the necessity of their 
not being able to support themselves in tune to come, 
and being loaded with debts th^ time past, could have 
induced them to resign at so critical a time, when their 
country so much wants their services. They be^ed the 
Cokmel to make it known to those concerned that they 
had not taken this step through any design of cabal or 
disaffection, as they had not desired or wished an officer 
of any other regiment to join them, that they would 
have come to this resolution long before now, but from 
their unwillingness to leave the service they so much 
respected, and that their former applications, with 
those lately made to their Legislature, they thought 
would have drawn their attention to their distresses. 
They say the clothier for this state has informed 
them that the assembly has given him orders to pur- 
chase to the value of X150 worth of clothing for 
each officer, which they say will not do much more 
than get them a coat 

CoL Ogden is going off to the Assembly to lay the 
affair before them, and expects to be back in three days. 
I have in haste endeavored to convey the substance of 
what GoL Ogden informed me to your Excellency, and 
am, &c., WM. MAXWELL. 
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From General Washington to Brigadier-General 
Maxwell. 

Head-Qoartera, Middle-brook, May 1, 1779. 

Sir, — I have received your favor of yesterday, with 
infinite concern ; there is nothing which has happened in 
the coarse of the war, which has given me so much 
pain as the remonstrance you mention from the officers 
of the 1st Jersey Regiment I cannot but consider it 
as a hasty and imprudent step, which on^more cool 
consideration they will themselves condemn^ 

I am very sensible of the inconveniences under which 
the officers of the army labor, and hope they do me the 
justice to beUeve that my endeavors to procure them re- 
lief are incessant There is however more difficulty in 
satisfying their wishes than perhaps they are aware. 
Our resources have been hitherto very limited ; the situa- 
tion of our money is no small embarrassment, for which^ 
though there are remedies, they cannot be the work of 
a moment Government is not insensible of the merits 
and sacrifices of the officers, nor, I am persuaded, un- 
willing to make a compensation, but it is a truth of 
which a liltle observation must convince us that it is 
very much straitened in the means. Great allowances 
ought to be made on this account for any delay and 
seeming backwardness which may appear. Some of 
the states indeed have done as generously as it is, at 
this juncture, in their power ; and if others have been 
less expeditious, it ought to be ascribed to some pecuUar 
cause, which a httle time, aided by example, will remove. 
11 
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The patience and perseverance of the army have been, 
under every disadvantage, such as to do them the high- 
est honor, both at home and abroad ; and have inspired 
me with an unKmited confidence in their virtue, which 
has consoled me amidst every perjrfexity and reverse of 
fortune (o which our affitirs, in a stru^le of tins nature, 
were necessarily exposed. Now that we have made so 
great a progress to the attainment of the end we have 
in view, so that we cannot fail without a most shameful 
desertion of our own interests, anything Kke a change 
of conduct would imply a very unhappy change of 
principles, and a forgetfulness as well of what we owe 
to ourselves as to our country. Did I suppose it possi^ 
ble this could be the case even in a single regiment of 
the army, I should be mort^ed and chagrined beyond 
expression. I should feel it as a wound givim to nry 
own tionor, which T consider as embarked with that of 
riie army at large. But this I befieve to be impossiUe. 
Any corps that was about to set an example oi this 
kind, would vveigh well the consequences, and no officer 
of common discernment and sensibility would hazard 
them. If they should stand alone in it, independent of 
other consequences, what would be their feelings on 
reflecting that they had held themselves out to the 
world in a point of light inferior to the rest of the 
army t Or if tiieir example should be foBowed and 
become general, how would titey console tiiemsdves for 
having been foremost in bringing ruin and disgrace npan. 
their country ? They would rememb^ that the army 
would share a double portion of the general infamy and 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] wcactmn: raoM 1776 to 1786. l6ft 

dntresi ; and ttait the ehffmct^t df ai^ A&te^M i^c^t 
would become as d6S|Mcable as h is nov/ glorious. 

I eonf6» die if peoraoces in tl^ ^rds^nt iMtM^^^ it^ 
diM^eable, but I a» couvinccld they ^^tn to im moM 
than they really da. The Jersey ofii^rs iMtf e ilOt 
bees ovtdoiie by mij others, in the quaKti^ ditheir df 
citizens or soldiers ; and I am confident no fAtt (tf thMI 
would seriously intend anything thtft wotild be a stain 
to their fcmner reputation. The gentlemen cannot be 
in earnest, they have only reasoned wrong about the 
means of obtaining a good end, and on reconsideration 
I hope and flatter myself they will renounce what ntu^ 
appear improper. At the opening of a campaign, when 
under marcliing orders, for an important service, their 
own honors^ duty to the public and themselves^, a regard 
to milkary propriety, will not dufier them to perdst 
in a measure which would be a violation of them all. 
It will even wound their deUcacy coolly to reflect thit 
they have hazarded a step which has an air of dicta- 
ting terms to their country, by taking advantage of tiie 
necessity of the moment 

The declaration thev have made to the states at so 
critical a time, that unless they obtain rdief in the short 
period of three days, they must be considered out of 
the service, has very much this aspect ; and the seem- 
mg relaxation of continuing till the state can have a 
reasonable time to provide other officers, will be thougfat 
only a shperficial veil. 

I am now to request that you will convey my senti- 
ments to the gentlemen concerned, and endeavor to 
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make them aensible that they are in em>r. The ser- 
vice for which the regiment was intended will not 
admit of delay ; it must at all events march cm Monday 
morning in the first place to the camp, and farther 
directions will be given when it arrives. I am sure I 
shall not be mistaken in expecting a prompt and cheer- 
ful obedience. 

I am, &c. G^ WASHINGTON. 



From the Captains and Subalterns of the 1st Regiment 
of New Jersey to General Washington. 

Elizabethtown, May 8, 1779. 
Sir, — General Maxwell has communicated to us the 
substance of a letter from your Excellency of yesterday. 
It has made us very unhappy that any act of ours 
should give your Excellency pain. But we trust when 
you are made acquainted with the circumstances that 
induced us to take these measures, that so far from cen- 
suring us you will approve our conduct. The reason 
that we have not heretofore made your Excellency 
acquainted with our peculiar hard circumstances were, 
that it would be giving you uneasiness without answer- 
ing any valuable end ; for we are truly sensible of the 
incessant pains your Excellency has taken for the benefit 
of your army. You are pleased to say that you cannot 
but consider the late step of the officers hasty and im- 
prudent. That it was not hasty we will readily prove, 
and whether imprudent, future events, in some measure. 
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must detemiiiie, though dire necessity with as admitted 
no alternative. 

It will be proper to inform your Excellency that the 
officers of the Jersey Brigade have repeatedly and at 
afanost every session of the Assembly, since January, 
1778, memcmalized them upon the necessities of the 
troops, — and the reasonableness of their making them 
some compensation for their services , that the mem- 
bers of the legislature, individually, always assured the 
gentlemen who waited on them with the memorials, 
that something very generous should be done for the 
troops, but we have the misfortune to inform your 
Excellency that not a single resolve was ever entered 
on their Minutes in our favor until within two weeks. 
So long ago as last winter we informed the council ot 
our determination to leave the service unless we were 
properly provided for ; and from them we again received 
assurances that provision should be made for us. At 
the beginning of the present session a resolution was 
sent into them signed by every officer of the brigade, a 
copy of which we have enclosed, and so far were they 
from compl3dng with the reasonable requisitions con- 
tained in it, that they have referred it to Congress. 
Thus are we circumstanced; we have lost all confi- 
dence in our legislature. Reason and experience forbid 
that we should have any. Few of us have private 
fortunes : many have families who already are suffering 
everything that can be received from an ungrateful 
country. Are we then to submit to all the inconve- 
niences, fatigue, and dangers of a camp life, while our 
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wimd ud ekuUvem are peritfaiBg £9r wynt of eonmoo 
necessaries at home ; and that without the moit ftoant 
piOS|m3t ^ vewarA for ow paj)r ta nomr paly nomimaL 
W9 9ie aeMihkt that yow ^JicellMoy cannot wirii at 
c((»ffeitfioiii ivi^ Wa are aoiry jm ahonld imagint 
tint we maaat t# disobay ardcaa; it was and sdU is our 
detamiuiatiMi to maroh with our ragimeat, and do the 
dnt^ of offiaois iwtil the lagislatare dudl hf.Tia a t^^ 
•gaabfe time to appoint otheis^ bjit no knger. 

We hag Irave to amre your ExceUancy that w^ 
hare the highaat amisa e£ yonr ahifitiea and virtaaa ; 
Aat exeeotittg your ordoia has ev^r given us oleaaure ; 
tibat we love ike service and we love our coun^; 
but when that eountry is so lost to virtue and justioe aa 
to forget to suppcart ila servants, it dien beecMnea their 
duty to retire from the aervice. 

We are, &c,, by oader, 
JONATHAN FORMAN, 1st Capt 



Fr&m General Washing^tan to J^riga^ier General 

Head Quarters, Middle Brook, Maj lOOiy 177a 
SiR,-^The short stay you made at head qoartera 
and n^ attention being otherwise ^igrosaed, pievenlad 
aay entering upon the sulyeot of the latlet ireaa dM 
aiioers of the Ist Jersey regiment, transmitted in yoon 
of die 8th inst. I am awry to find the gendenn^i par-* 
Bist in the prini^les which dictated the step they have 
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taken, m the mote the affait iitifoUs kself the more 
reason I see to diss^pprove. But in the present yielr 
thej have of the matter, and with their present feelings 
it IS n«t probahle anj new ailments that could be 
offered would have more influence than the former. 
While therefore the gentlemen continue in the execu* 
tion of their duty, as they declare themselves heartily 
disposed to do, I shall only regret that they have taken 
a step of which they must hereafter see the impropriety. 

There is one thing to which 1 cannot forbear calfing 
your particular attention. I observed in the memorial 
of which the officers transmitted me a copy, that the 
gentlemen dweH among other things upon the insuffi- 
ciency of the soldiers' pay. This is a doctrine full of 
dangerous consequences, and which ought not to be 
countenanced in any way whatever, neither is it well 
founded. 

The pay given in other armies is little more than 
nominal ; very low in the first instance, and subject to 
a variety of deductions which reduce it to nothing. 
This is the case with the British troops, though I 
beHeve they receive more than those of any of the 
European armies. The idea of maintaining the sol- 
diers' families at home at the public expense is peculiar 
to us ; and is incompatible with the finances of any 
government Our troops have been uniformly better 
fed than any others ; they are at this time v^y weU 
clad, and I hope will continue to be so. It is important 
that any misconception on tins point should be rectified. 
I suppose every officer incapable of encouraging im- 
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ptoper expectations in his men ; bat I must also hope 
that every exertion will be made to suppress them. 
I am, &c., 

G^ WASHINGTON. 

From the Board of War to Governor Livingston and 
the Speaker of the Assembly. 

War Office, May 22d, 1779. 
Gentlemen, — Congress having directed us to give 
the information required by the representation to them 
from the honorable Council and Assembly of your state, 
we have the honor of communicating to you every 
thing on the subject our circumstances as the returns 
enable us to inform. 

By the last return of General Maxwell's brigade 
there were in the 3 New Jersey regiments — 
Gen'l Maxwell's brigade, by return of April last — 
Sergeants, - - - - 71 
Drums and Fifes, - - - 50 

Rank and File, - - - 890 

— 1011 

Spencer's regiment, by the return of March last — 
Sergeants, - - - - 8 

Drums and Fifes, - - - 6 

Rank and File, - - . 126 

140 

Forman's regiment, by the return of December last — 

Sergeants, . - - . 5 

Drum, 1 

Rank and File, ... 62 

— 68 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] EXECUTIVE PROM 1776 TO 1786. 

' Sheldon's regiment— 

1 troop of horse, - - - 

Artillery, 1 company probably, - 

Invalids, - - - . 
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33 

30 

12 

— 76 



Wanting to complete three regiments, 



1294 
365 

1659 



Complement of non-commissioned officers 
and privates for 3 regiments of infantry, 
by establishment of May 27th, 1778, - 1659 
The present state of the 3 New Jersey regiments is 
as follows : 

Sergeants. Drams and Fifes. Rank and FUe. 



Ogden's — 
Shrieve's — 


21 
27 


20 
12 


283 
317 


Dayton's — 


23 


18 


290 


Total, 


71 


50 


' 890 


Wanting to 

Ogden's — 
Shrieve's — 


complete- 
Sergeants. 
8 
2 


Drnipa and Fifes. 

8 


Rank and File. 
221 
187 


Dayton's — 


6 


2 


214 



16 10 622 

The men enlisted in Count Pulaski's legion were 
engaged for one year only. Their time of service is 
nearly expired, and the men raised in Jersey, from an 
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aversion to serving with foreigners^ aic^ aU dewctfldr 
And if they were now in the corps, they would not be 
the objects of the reeohuion of Congreas of the 15th 
of Mareb last, as that operates only in oases of men 
CBlisted for three years, or daring the war. We have 
supposed that all the men of Forman's and Spencer's 
regiments were enlisted in New Jersey, which can 
hardly be the ease, as the numbers now m them regi- 
ments are the remnants of those collected from the 
several states ; and these regiments having been 
recroited in the United States at large, though perhaps 
the greater part of one of them was raised in Jersey, 
it is scarcely probable that the Jersey men are the only 
survivors of the many who have been in the corps. 
Sheldon's troop and the artillery company have been 
only calculated upon conjecture, as we have not any 
distinction made in the general return of the army 
between the men enlisted in the several states which 
belong to the corps in which this troop and company 
are now serving. So soon as we receive particular 
returns from the commander-in-chief, we shall imme- 
diately transmit them agreeably to the direction of the 
resolution of the 15th March last But we have no 
hopes of being speedily enabled to do this» as we do 
not suf^se the Greneral will make the return to «t 
until he has collected the necessary information from 
the whole army. We will beg leave to add that we 
have always ODderatood that the greatest number of 
Fovman's reginent was raised in Maryland. 
We have, from a desire to state the matter in evecjF 
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ffimt «f rimw, made die ainne otloalatiow to tkt&w tbt 
dtfoveMa batviHWii iiie moabens Janey will iwre to 
niM m eitfaer OMe. BcK tke namkir la9t adttod as 
antnlufg to Qompleto tke diaee ragimeBit w in tha 
opiaaoB of the boacd the defieieney jow stata has to 
aai^lj. AhhoQgli hj tlia c9solnciam of tha 27di May 
laat ijw iraa»|ilwriPiit of a battaion waa fixed by CoBi* 
ipaai aft BS&j indading nonropat'd cffieen, yat it wraa 
not intended hereby to Kmit tha qnataa of the stata 
(mlirefy la the canpledon of their hattalioni to this 
establishment Congress had in nind the artillery, 
horse and additional haltafions of infantry, which not 
being attaehed to aay state were to be completed from 
tha aiatea at large. Lest these corps sIkniUI be too 
bnrthensome on the states, there was only a reduction 
of the number of men in the battalion, but also of the' 
number of battalions. At first Jersey had four battal- 
ions, and the complement of each was 688, non-com'd 
oflleers and privates. She now is caNed upon to raise 
onfy three battahons, and the establishment is only 553. 
The artillery, horse, &C., stand in the plaee of the 4th 
battahon, and the extra numbers. It is the same tlnng 
in tha other states in like ciroamstancea, and the offieeia 
wad men of the corps above mentioned were by the 
leconunradatioa of the 15th of March put under the 
tare of the states wherein they were respectively raised> 
on a petsnasion that they ought to be considered as 
part of the state quotas, though they were not part of 
the battalion complements, which they ought not to be, 
aa by making deductions of them from the nombeca 
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cm 

which ought to be in the regiments, the corps will never 
be complete, but must decrease with the increase of the 
extra corps; which is not only detrimental to the service 
and disagreeable to the officers, but not agreeable, as we 
conceive, I have always understood, to the sense c^ 
Congress; who will be obliged, in our opinion, in case 
of deductions from the regimental complements on 
account of the extra corps, to^call on the states to raise 
a greater number of battalions. 

We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your very obed. servants, 

RICHARD PETERS, 
In behalf of the Board 
His Excelleney, Governor Livingston, Honorable 

Caleb Camp, Esq. 



Fr&m General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarten, Middle Brook, June, 1779. 
Dear Sir, — General Green has informed me that he 
addressed your Excellency some time since upon tke 
subject of wagons, and su^ested that it would be 
necessary, owing to the difficulties of piocuring them 
in the ordinary way, for the legislature to authorize C<^ 
M. Foreman to impress them in cases of exigency. I 
would take the liberty to add that it a[^ears to me 
indispensably necessary for the several legislatures to 
give their earliest attention to this subject, and to adopt 
measures from which supplies of wagons may be 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] BXECUTivE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 173 

derived in times of emergency, and if this is not d(me» 
there is every reason to apprehend that the movements 
of the army will be frequently impeded and sometimes 
found impractible. We have already experienced great 
inconveniences on this head, and from the unhappy 
depreciation of our money they will most probably 
increase. I most heartily recommend the subject to 
your Excellency's consideration, and as you will readily 
perceive that the success and even security of an army 
in a variety of cases may depend upon the rapidity 
with which it may be able to move, I am persuaded it 
will have every proper countenance and support on your 
part 

The desultory kind of war which the enemy seem 
determined to pursue, is a further cogent reason for the 
legislatures interposing with their authority in the 
case. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of respect 
and regard, your Excellency's most obe't serv't, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Limngston. 

West Point, Angnst the 26di, 1779. 
Sir, — ^In a letter which I had the honor of addressing 
to your Excellency on the 22d of May, I took the 
liberty to mention the inconveniences which had pre- 
vailed for want of system in the clothing department, 
and the necessity there was for an early appointment of 
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starte or sab-dothier^ BgteeMe to the onfintnoe estab^ 
liglwd by CoAgreM by tbenr Mt of tk« Sdd of Mareh^ 
with wkich I preramed yoar RxcoH^tcy had bcmi fluade 
M^pminted I am now under the MeceMity of tyodUing 
you w^ a farther address upon tiM stdbject of dodttig 
kseif. 

From the beat infofmatioii I hare b^en able to 
obtak, bo«fa Irom recwns and partieiiiar inquiries, I frar 
Aere ia bat too orack reason to appvehead that onteaa 
Ae TWpetAve states interpose with their e^eerthniB, o«r 
iupj^es of this essentkt} artiele wifl be very deicient, 
and that the troops loay again experience on lids 
account a part of those distresses which were* ao 
arrerely and injariousty fek in tlie p«at sti^s of the 
wiar, and wMch a regafrd lo the in«ef estsF of the mstxm 
ae wril as to the dictates of humanity should prevent if 
it be practicable. I do not know exactly h6w it will 
turn oat with r^pect to woolen clothing, I should hope 
tolerably Well, bst if the attention of the state shafl 
ever ga to this, there will be little probability of our 
having an over supply. But the articles to wfaicl] I 
would take the liberty to solicit your Excellency's more 
particular attention are blankets, shirts, shoes and hats, 
(more e^cially the two first) as otir prospect of these 
is by no means pleasing, and such, indeed, as decides 
diat the supply from the continental clothiers and agents 
wfll £stttfar short, or at least stand upon loo critical amd 
{nrecarious a footing. The importance and advantages 
of good sttppUes of clothing are evident, and they have 
been most reaiarkably and haf^ily demonstrated in the 
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Imdtfa of tlie troops since they hav^ been pretty com- 
fenabiy provided for in diis instenee. A citcamstaiiee 
of all others the most intemsting. 

Wfafle I am (HI the snbfect of ctotMng, I w^mM atso 
beg leave tx$ add iimt the conditiott of the officers i& 
ll» respect, appears to me to require the attentiim of 
their statesr. It is really, im many instances, paii^tefly 
dtetressing'. The vrftnt of necessaries and die means 
of procnring then at thehr present exorbitant prices, hw 
compelled a great many officers of good repntatkm and 
eredit to resign their commissions. And if they are not 
refieved, it most be the case with many otheiB, as they 
wiH have no alternative. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, his 
ExceBenc/s moeft obed. serv^ 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r LiviNOSTOit. 

From Oovemar Lwingston to the H^use of Assembly. 

Trenton, September 23(1, 1779. 

GBNTLEmn,— The Privy Council have had no agen- 
cy relative to the state regiments^ except in the fol- 
lowing instances : 

Isl. That of allotting it to the onuities of Bergen, 
Cssex, Middlesex, and Monmoath, in the following pro^ 
portions, viz. : To Bergen 250 men ; Essex Post 445 
ncn, and to Monmoath 300 men. 

2. That of directing the quota raised by the county 
of Suss^K, to be stationed in that county. 
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3. Of appointing Lieut CoL Taylor, (after. Colonel 
Neilson and Colonel Frelinghuysen had been succes- 
sively appointed, and had both refused to accept the 
command,) as ait assistant to Colonel Frelinghuysen, 
from the additional duties attending the fv>st at Eliza- 
beth-Town, on account of the flags, and his being 
obliged to visit the other posts, as commandant of the 
whole regiment — which appointment was made from 
the critical exigency of affairs, and in confidence that 
the legislature would at their present sitting, provide for 
his pay, and allowance as a lieutenant-colonel, and if 
not, those officers were to be at Uberty to retire, and 
which has eventually appeared to be a fortunate meas- 
ure, as Colonel Frelinghuysen has only by reason of 
his ill state of health, been able to take the command. 
That eight companies of the regiment are stationed in 
the counties of Essex and Middlesex, and seven of 
those companies in Essex, as mentioned in the repre- 
sentation of the honorable House, is neither in conse- 
quence of any order from the Governor, nor did it come 
to his knowlege, till he received the said representation; 
and which, If true, and unless the said companies are 
deficient in their number of men, or particularly sickly, 
appears to him as unequal a distribution as it doth to 
the honorable House ; and for their satisfaction therein, 
he will^either write to the commanding officer on the 
subject, or (if the house prefers that mode of inquiry,) 
will order him to attend at ^this place, for the further 
explanation of his conduct, which from CoL Taylor's 
known character for prudence and impartiaUty, the 
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Governor has reason to think will meet their approba-* 
tion. In the mean time Ihe GrovemcNr will be ready to 
provide copies of aU his letters to the officers at the 
different posts, and their letters to him relative to the 
state re^ments, to a committee of the House, whenever 
the Assembly shall think proper to appoint one for that 
purpose. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 

Piivy Council, S^ 27, 177A 
His Excellency, the Governor, having laid the repre- 
sentation of the Honorable House of Assembly, relative 
to the stationing the state regiments, before the Board, 
The Council advised his Excellency to answer, which 
he accordingly did ; and the Board do now agree to 
the above answers, as far as respects themselves. 
By order of the Council, 

BOWES REED, Sec'y. 
Hon'ble House of Assembly, 



From Colonel Taylor to Governor Livingston. 

North Branch of Raritan, Sept 25, 17m 
Sir, — It was my intention to have inclosed a return 
of the number of officers who have joined the State 
Regunent from each county ; and also the deficiencies 
of each, but not having been able to get the reports of 
the several companies soon enough, owing to their 
separate stations, and the necessity of my attending the 
examination of the students of Queen's College, I have 

12 
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^p»mntQkntiBi(mdkimQmiib Ate/am^ 
■Bt. ki logsiher wi& Iba stale of tha raffmeant^ ^ soou 
anpcBsiUAh. Sm^sed i^-aa aceoimt.o€ Doctos WiAaos, 
iyiio«ha9 fakhAiliy attended ; the; Uoops^ and alsaaaae^ 
M«nk of mji oram^ forliMl§iii^,&^ whidiiusrExcalloBc^ 
iIm Gflfi^emoi^aiidr his hmuurafal^, Pisv^ CoooiciL gave 
CoL Frelinghuysen and myself reason to believa shirald 
be ans^'ttenadi wfiea we accepted the command of the 
regiment We have not been able to enlist any light- 
tiofsemen upon die plan proposed by act of Assembly. 
There are ten hersemett 8C» Etii^betiitown;^ raised fisom 
die infkiUrj in service^ at tiiac pkboe. TheiB) oiighn 
to be at teast twelve' at th»t pMt^ and tindvxi; moee^ at 
ifte other diflferent. startiooB; Wo' have ium. pieoer of 
ifftiRbrf; the men to work it alM takes kami tbe^ iiiu»^ 
ketry citadoned'at that phoe; The^ seamnj wiUifium; hn 
too far advanced ftor^ tMits^ or t should: again make 
application fer them. The houses in which the troops 
are quartered, having beeo toBg^ made use of fen lodging 
soldiers, are become very dirty, and of consequence 
unhealthy. This doubdess is one reason that our men 
are so sickly, that not above one-third of them are ca- 
pable of doing duty. This part of the regiment have, 
iend' do flfdfl labor under many inconveniences^ on 
account of no sufficient provision having been made 
fer the sick. In the fint pkce^ no medicine haa been 
provided for them; amd in die next place I firand it 
impossible to prevail upon the nei^iboring surgeon to 
attettd them, and make use of their own mec&uae 
which they had purdiased for private pracdoe^ being 
fearful that their bills would not be paid. Many of the 
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aMSun ^wing. rery skk, I at \bm pcMnm idted Doctor 
Winaas t» actond dkeiii^ and supply tSkesn wkb medieitte 
as faf as he^ riioukl timA. necesaavy, by gkiag, my word 
daat his aecomMa shoakl be paid^ fw whiel^r as eadosed^ 
I stattd answerable* The Deotor's mediema is now 
ei^nded) amd at j^sesent t^fe is mo surgieon to admin** 
iater ad¥iee or medicine to the troops, who oontiftue very 
sickly. 

Many of the men being rendered v^y w^ak by 
sef^ere sickness, I dionght it imprudoiit to kee^ them 
in ({narters, bcMli on accodnt of its not b^ing possttriiB 
to secure necessaries for them, and that attendance 
which men in their situation require ; and abo on ao- 
coant of our being exposed to the sudden invasion df 
the enemy, when many of the men would ineviti^iy 
fstt a sacrifice. I then procured a house for a hosipital 
at a considerable distance from the town which an^ 
swered the purpose for some time, but sickness increas- 
ing raq^ly, our hospital was found insufficient to contain 
one half of them. I then sent an officer to Springfield, 
Westfieid, and Connecticut Farms, and to every adja^ 
cent place where I thought there was a probability of 
success, to endeavor to provide quarters for the sick^ but 
all my attempts proved abortive. After finding it im- 
possible to secure the sick, to render their situation in 
any degree comfortable, I permitted them to return 
home until they should recover their health. I need 
not mention to your excellency the many disadvantages 
attending this step. I however feel satisfied, fiK>m a 
c<msciou$ness of having discharged my duty to my 
country, and the regiment under my command. 
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Two or tbree boats are much wanted at Elizabeth- 
town as guard boats. They would be a great security 
to the Post and lessen the fatigue of the soldiers. A 
number of men have been sent into service from eadi 
county, who are not armed and accoutred as the act 
requires. Also many men and boys have been enlisted 
in the regiment, who are by no means fit for soldiers. 
We have stood in great want of a muster-master. 

His Excellency without doubt remembers that the 
Governor and his hcmorable Privy Council called upon 
Col. Frelinghuysen and myself to take command of the 
state regiment, agreeably to our commissions, which we 
consented to do until the legislature should meet Col. 
Frelinghuysen has been, prevented from joining the 
regiment in consequence of sickness, which still con- 
tinuing, has caused him to resign. His Excellency wUl 
also recollect that I informed him that I was pre- 
engaged by the trustees of Clueen's College, and that it 
was with great difficulty that I was able to leave the 
business of the College until this vacation. But rather 
than that CoL Frelinghuysen should not take the 
command of the regiment, which he would not accept 
of unless I went with him, I consented to go' until the 
Assembly should meet His Excellency also informed 
me, that if Col. Frelinghuysen would agree to command 
the regiment without me that then he would have no 
objection to my resigning, being a supernumerary. The 
Colonel having resigned, that objection is removed, and 
the trustees of Clueen's College insisting upon my ful- 
filling my engagements, I hope I shall be discharged 
from the regiment as soon as possible. It is certain. 
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the badness at Elizabeth-towQ is too much for oae 
person to do. There ought to be two fixed officers 
at that Post, but I cannot be conyinced of the necessity 
c( a field officer being stationed at Newark ; — ^, cap- 
tain's command is sufficient for that place* 

I should have done myself the honor of waiting upon 
your Excellency in person, but being seized with a 
severe fever last Monday night, which still continuesi 
prevents my going to Trenton at present 

I shall be much obliged to your Excellency to lay 
this before the Assembly as soon as you shall think 
proper. 

I remain, with great respect, your very humble ser- 
vant, JOHN TAYLOR, 

* 1st CoL New Jersey State Regiment, 
ffis Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 
Head Quarters, West Point, Sept 27th, 1779. 

Dear Sir, — Several concurring reports lead so 
strongly to a supposition that a French squadron may 
be approaching our coast, that I think we cannot with 
propriety altogether neglect them. If this should take 
place it will be incumbent upon us to exert our utmost 
resources in a co-operation; and I shall be under a 
necessity of applying to the adjacent states for very 
considerable aids of men and supplies, particularly in 
the article of flour, of which our prospects are extremely 
limited, and unpromising. In the present uncertainty. 
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witliout WBty official «dnoe of the «reiit, I do a«t dunk 
mm c^uld 1^ ^mdfied im aiding to our eiidi»amissn«sia 
hy caMng 4>at a i)oAj of militia befiiMhaad : bot I 
^a^ it my dvty to j^« yoar ^«ellaaey the preaent 
intimation, that ypa may faave the goodsaM io praoan* 
eert sacb arra»gemeflrt:s as wiH be best ads^led to a 
prompt and ^ffi^emai eomf^ance avMi ^ appMeation I 
may have ooeasion to «3K&ke. Th^e, as I obserre^ 
will reach to a «pwiy and ample aufifty of ^ven pM*- 
tisioiis, afid I may add ttie a»eam ^ ^anspertation, 
wfaicSi will also rehire pardcidar atteatien in anemep- 
gency of this kind. 

It will be jBssendal that the men shotrid oome out 
properly equipped and organized, that there may be «o 
delay or trouble on ikon head-^and that they should be 
obliged to serve for a term of two 6r three mon^ af^mt 
they join the army. 

Your Excellency will be sensible how much the 
honor and interest of these states must be concerned 
in a vigorous co-operation, should the event I have sup- 
posed happen, and I shall place the fullest confidence in 
that wisdom and ener^ which your Excellency's con- 
duct has afforded such frequent and decisive proofe. 

With the most perfect respect and esteem, I have tho 
honor to be your Excellency's most obd't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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duBp 4iOTr wuMd fcr the (oiimn and isoldicBs <if itbo 
Jersey brigade, with the prkm:aiiiieiad:t»ttbs:saaie, as 
nearly as these times ^ rmoertBiii^ 'mH admit q£ As 
I am now on my way M i^Uladrij^a, I mean to call 
m die clodiier'geiieral immediMely, «i^ proenre Irani 
huD as many of the articles as possible. Such as t 
OMiMDt get that wa^r, I intend puschaang, ras liEu* as Diy 
money will extend, ^hich is jC28,539. 5. 0. My wh»le 
attention at fMresent, I believe, ought to be paid to the 
tlotfaing of the soldiers only. I therefore intend at this 
time to engage the stockings, which I think can readily 
he dene, pmrcluuse linen for one shirt each, and set theoi 
m making fast as possible. The Mvts I tev« 30«Hi 
hope of receiving from the clcithier-general, as I am 
irell assured he has a great many on hand. The arti» 
des for the officers, I informed you before, cannot 'be 
iobtained in Philadelphia or Baltimore, agreeably to 
ibsBk returns, and as I wish to gratify thraa in evory 
Aung that is reasonable, would propose ^on^ to BoBton 
for liKm, upon the following conditions, viz. to be 
found a horse, and haT« my mcpeMOl pead, wstd also the 
expenses of 49ne odier person to go with me, as you 
funt fcneiw it wrndd hai^dly be poasSile Ibr ma to take 
so large a sum of money alon§, besides I should not 
choose to go alone with «o <K>nsiderable a charge, as 
near 30 thousand pounds. You can think of the pro- 
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posal till tny retarn, and should it appear reasonable, 
and the house should agree to my going, I will under- 
take the journey. If not, I am content to provide for 
the officers heire, as well as it can be done, although I 
believe my scheme would be a saving to the state of 
at least 10 thimsand pounds. 

The following are the estimates— 
For the Soldiers. 



fiSSOyda. Linen, for Shirta. 1500, 


at 140b. per yd. 


£36,750 


}443 pair of Hose, 


1308. " 


8,658 


350 " Shoes, 


130s. " 


3,100 


736 yds. blue eloili to make coats, 


400s. « 


14,500 


150 yds. seailet fiicing, 


600B. « 


4,500 


400 yds. Osnabnrgs, linings of sleeres, 


808. « 


1,600 


300 yds. Shalloon, lining of coats, 


1408. « 


3,100 
£70,328 


For the Officers. 




340 yds. broad clo<h. 


808. per yd. 


£10,300 


350 doz. donUe gilt buttons, 


16fc « 


9*840 


300 yds. linen for lining breeches, 


68. « 


1,300 


80 yds. baokram. 


ll8.5d. 


900 


Soncby trimmings for 80 suits. 




S90 


80 pair dioes. 


lls.5d. 


■ 900 


80 pair boots, 


508. 


4.00O 


80 hats. 


708. 


5,600 


340 pair of hose, 


lls.5d. 


3,700 


330 pocket haacUterchiefs, 


708. 


3,240 



£40,960 
I am your ob't and hum'e ser't, 

ENOS KELSEY. 
Honl. Caleb Camp, Speaker of the House of ^-ssemb^. 
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From Governor Clinton of Neu> York to Governor 
. Livingston. 

Kingston, October 4tli, 1779. 

Si&, — It being represented that persons belonging to 
this and the neighboring states have without any proper ' 
authority formed themselves into parties, and plunder 
and commit other outrages upon the inhabitants of 
Long Island and other places within this state, in the 
power or possession of the enemy, the Senate and 
Assembly of this state on the 1st and 2d instant entered 
into concurrent resolutions on that subject, a copy of 
which I have now the honor of enclosing to you, and 
I am to inform your Excellency that agreeably thereto 
I have issued my proclamation. But you will readily 
perceive that the measures adopted by this state for 
preventing those mischievous practices will prove in- 
effectual unless they are seconded by the co-operation 
of the adjacent states whose subjects are equally con- 
cerned. I am therefore to request your Excellency 
that such measures may be taken in your state as may 
be deemed most effectual for preventing those abuses in 
future. 

I have only to add, that, exclusive of the distress 
which unfortunate individuals sustain by these practices, 
I am informed by the principal officers commanding 
near the lines, that their parties are thereby often 
endangered, and the public service essentially injured 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient servant, 

GEO. CLINTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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RmiilmiiM of tke JNiw Ym-k JUgiiimtrnf ^ mvlsmi in 
the fomgmng. 

State of New York, in Assembly, October Ist, 1779. 

Rtesolvcd, if the iioiinrablc ihe 'Senate 'concur Ixfrein, 
that bfa Excellency, the Goverwor, ije Tequested ferth- 
widi to issue his prockmation istrictty foilidifing all 
persons Tvliomsoever to fdunder the inhabitants t)f Long 
island or of any oflier place in the power or'posscssion 
of the enemy within 1lhis state, land also stricdy finrbid* 
ding aH persons, siA^cts of this state, to jihuider any 
inhabitant or inhabitants of any oflier of flie United 
States withm flie power or possession of Ae enemy, 
and iSiereby declaring that if any person shraffl bo t)llend 
against the law -of nations and the rights of war, fce, 
she, t)r 'Aey so offending sSiall be punished to the utmost 
rigor of the law. And that fus Excellency be ^dso 
requested to write to l!he executive powers of the states 
of Connecticut and New Jersey eamesfly requesting 
ihem respectively to issue a similar proclamation, and 
that his Excellency request the severad officers com- 
man(fing at or near the ememy's lines within th^is state 
to take and secure all such offenders and cause them to 
be sent to the board tif comrnissitmers for detecting and 
defeating conspiracies in tjiis state. 

Ordered that Mr. Lott and Mr. Coe carry a copy rf 
the said resolution to tiie honorable the Senate for con* 
currence. 

In A^MemUj, October M, 1770. 

A copy of a resolotimi of the honorable «fae Sonte 
delivered by Mr. Floyd, was read, to wit : " That the 
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SenMt toocm with this Hoase in tiidr resolntions t)f 
ywttfflay that fcis ExccHency, the Oorwrnar, he re- 
qoesKed to iswe kis prodamation ibr the purposes in 
^t mseistion ttentioned/' Ordered that Sir. P. 
BttDcker imd Mf; Fa wfaife wait on Ms ETccfllency, the 
Governor, with a i30py of the Tesotation tjf this Honse, 
luid <i( -^eesonrrence of l9ie lionorable the Senate. 
A true €opj frem ihe minutes, 

JOHN McKE»SON, Cfk. 



FVwPi OtnenU Vfkgkington t^ Oovernor Lipingston. 
Head Qoaiiers, West Point, October 4Ui, 1779. 

Sir, — ^^I have the honor to inclose your Excellency 
the copy of a resolution of Congress of the 26di Sept 
by which you wil perceive they expect the arrival of 
his Excellency, Count D^Estaing; and that I am 
directed to pursue measures for co-operating with him^ 
and to call upon the several states for such aid as shall 
appear to me necessary for this important purpose. In 
Gompfiance with diese directions, I have made an esti- 
mate of the force of militia which will be indispensable 
in conjunction with the continental troops ; and have 
apportioned this force to the neighboring states, accord- 
ing to die best judgment I am able to form of their 
respective circumstances and abilities. The number 
I have to request from the state of New Jersey U 2000» 

In framing thb eetiuiate I assure your Excellency I 
have fixed upon the smaflest number which appeared to 
me adequate to the exigency on account of the scanti- 
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ness of our Supplies; and I think it my duty explicidy 
to declare, that the co-operation will altogether depend 
on a full compliance with these requisitions. If I am 
so happy as to obtain the whole number demanded, a 
decisive stroke may be attempted against New York 
with a reasonable prospect of success. If the supply 
£dls short, the disappointment will inevitably produce a 
fedlure in the undertaking. In this case Congress and 
my country must excuse a want of enterprise and suc- 
cess of which the want of means will have been the 
unfortunate cause. K the honor and interests of' the 
states suffer from thence, the blame must not be imputed 
to me. I have taken the liberty to dwell on these points 
to induce a persuasion that I have not exaggerated in 
any degree the number of men really necessary, lest 
a supposition of this kind and a regard to the case of 
the people should relax the exertions of the state^ and 
occasion a deficiency which would certainly be fatal to 
the views of Congress and to the expected co- 
operation. 

I am now to add to this request another equally 
essential, which is, that the most effectual and expedi- 
tious means be immediately adopted to have the men 
drawn out, properly equipped and embodied to serve for 
the term of three months from the time they join the 
army, unless the particular service on which they are 
drawn out should be sooner performed. I beg leave to 
recommend Fompton as a proper place for rendezvous. 
If the laws of the state now in existence, or the powers 
vested in your Excellency, are not competent to these 
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objects, permit me to entreat that the legislature may be 
called together without loss of time, and that yon will 
be pleased to employ your influence to procure laws for 
the pnrpose, framed on such principles as will procnre 
an instant and certain execution. 

There are other objects which I beg leave at the 
same time to recommend to the most zealous and 
serious attention of the state. These are the making 
every exertion to promote the supplies of the army, in 
provisions, particularly in the article of flour, and to 
facilitate the transportation in general of necessaries for 
the use of the army. Our prospects with respect to 
flour are to the last degree embarrassing. We are 
ahready distressed, but when we come to increase the 
demand by so large an addition of numbers we may 
expect to be obliged to disband the troops for want of 
subsistence, unless the utmost care and energy of the 
different Legislatures are exerted. The difficulties 
daily experienced on the score of transportation justify 
the equal apprehensions on that account, without a 
similar attention to this part of the public service. 

These difficulties were sufficient to deter me from 
the plan I mean to pursue, was I not convinced that the 
magnitude of the object will call forth all the vigor of 
the states, and inspire the people with a disposition to 
second the plans of their governors, and give efficacy 
to the measures they adopt. I doubt not our resources 
will be found fully adequate to the undertaking, if they 
are properly exerted, and when I consider the delicacy of 
the crisis, and the importance of the objects to be ob- 
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tadaed, I. cauoot doubt that tlus will be the case* On 
#Qe side, the reputatioa of our counoikaml of our anus, 
and am immediate renioval of the war present them^ 
selves. On the other, disgrace and disappointmenti 
an accumulation of expenses, loss of cnedit with, our 
aJUies, and with the world ; loss of confidence in; our- 
selves ; the exhausting of our magazine and resources ; 
the precipitated decay of our currency ; and the con^ 
tinuance of the war* Nor will these evils be confined 
to ourselves ; our allies must share ia them, and sufier 
the mortification of having accomplished nothing to 
compensate for withdrawing their operations firom a 
quarter where they had right to expect success,, and fiw 
exposing, their own possessions to haxard in a finiitless 
attempt to rescue ours. 

Frxjoa the accounts received we are hourly to look 
for the appearance of the French aqpiadron on the 
coast 

The emergency is pressing, and all our measures 
should be attended with suitable expedition. 

Every momei^ is of infinite value. 

With the most perfect reliance on your Excellency's 
exertioaB and those of the state, and with the gmatesi 
respect and esteem, 

t have the honor to be your Excellency's most ob't 
and h'ble servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 
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From William IT. Houston to Governor Livingston. 

PhiUdftliAia, October 5th, 1779. 

SuL, — I am sorrj that it has not been in my power 
to command as much time as I should have wished to 
amploy in giving a distinct account to the legislature of 
the most material occurrences in the progress of busir 
ness since I came to CoBgress. It iis certainly the duty 
of every person ia pubUc trust to- make those from 
whom ha derives his appointment acquainted with the 
Kuumer in which he executes it, that they may be able 
ta decide how far he fulfib or deceives their expecta- 
tadons, and to form at any time, a clear estimate of his 
character. Next to want of fidelity, I look upon the 
neglect of giving diie information to his constituents, 
the greater crime in a public man. 

The principal intention of this is to point at a ques.- 
tioa which^ from accidental circnmstsmces, has acquired 
a magnitude and importance abov^ what, simply con- 
sidered,, it was entitled ta A question which has ex* 
cited much inveteracy and iU-bbod in Congress, and 
not a few speculations and suspicions abroad. I mean 
the recall or rather the super-session of Mb. Arthur Lee, 
Commissioner of the United States at the Court of 
Madrid. I have carefully read over the papers and 
attended to every feasible means of unbiased informa- 
tion reladFe to this question^ s^id I think I have done 
it with a temper divested of prejudice. The result is 
this ; I take Mr. Arthur Lee to be a man of a jealous, 
suspecting, difficult disposition; trusty, capable and 
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industrious. Indefatigable above others in procuring 
and transinitting intelligence; accurate and frugal in 
expenses and money matters ; simple, severe, and repub- 
lican in his manners, so much so, as to be thought by 
many sour and inimical. This I take to be his char- 
acter; and in many essentials I am not afraid to call 
him eq[ual to any person Congress ever employed in a 
similar capacity in Europe. The story hawked about 
that his indiscretions prevented the Court of Spain 
from treating with him, I cannot think believed by 
those who propagate it, as that conduct in the Spamsh 
ministry is ascribable to different reasons which most 
strike every person at once who has die least know- 
ledge of the sute of matters as they respected that 
power. But admitting he was the best qualified and 
most meritorious man on earth, is it not my duty to vote 
for removing him, when the funds of Congress, are 
absolutely wasted, and the public business not only 
retarded but stopped by unavailing altercations concern- 
ing an individual ? When a general offers up a forlorn 
hope to save an army, the alternative is dreadful ; but 
the principle is defensible and the practice of it often 
necessary. I confess that in a republic, where appro- 
bation, honor, and praise, more than money and emolu- 
ments, are the reward of faithful services, such things 
ought to be admitted with reluctance and caution ; yet 
stiU they may not be always avoidable. But further, 
should it turn out to be a fact, that France was doubt- 
ful of him, and that Spain hesitated, it mattered not 
how good a man he was, one every way inferior, if 
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free from such exception, would have been preferable for 
the purpose of treating. The real cause of delay being 
now removed, it is to be hoped the gentleman who 
succeeds Mr. Lee will be successful. As I would ever 
wish to be simply just, but at the same time to do what 
is best, all things considered, I have no other request 
than that this state of facts may be remembered another 
day, when time will throw light upon what is now dark 
prejudice will be extinct, and the means of judging 
fisurly will come within the reach of alL Into what 
course of conduct, or to what length of crimination, 
resentment may impel this unfortunate man, I am ex- 
cused from surmising. Whether, as many have done, 
be will adhere to the part he has taken in spite of what 
he may think ill-treatment ; or whether, as many have 
also done, he will transfer himself to a situation where 
he will expect more attention, does not belong imme- 
diately to the present decision ; at least, I have taken 
the liberty to throw ic out of the balance. At all 
events I am happy this troublesome affair is ended, and 
I hope it will never rise up to disturb the counsels ot 
America more. Subjects of contention and animosity 
are retiring one after another, and unanimity reviving 
in Congress where it is so essentially necessary. Tri- 
fles have had their day, and too long a one it has been ; 
matters of moment have a claim* to this, and that it may 
not only be longer but perpetual, I am persuaded is the 
ardent wish of every honest man. 

Upon reviewing what I have written, a suspicion 
occurs that the above representation may imply a re- 
13 
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flection on the conduct of some of my colleagues, which 
is far from my meaning, as it would be repugnant to 
justice. The time is not the same, other circumstances 
also disagree ; on the contrary, I must declare that I 
think their situation hard and undeserved. The wiiole 
train of the transaction I can trace minutely. To the 
quarter from whence the accusations have originated, 
the motives which inspired them and the instruments 
which have been employed for their circulation, I am 
not a stranger, nor am I surprised at anything thus far. 
But that their fellow-citizens should entertain impres- 
sions unfavorable to those they once thought well of 
and not call for an investigation of their conduct, or 
suspend their opinions till an explanation should be 
had, may perhaps be ^ matter of some discouragement 
If the gentlemen know what is alledged to their charge, 
I am astonished tliey do not apply for an opportunity of 
justification. Certainly if I should ever be of impon- 
ance enough to be found fault with, I should expect the 
liberty of explaining facts and motives ; after that it is 
the part of an honest man to submit in silence to the 
judgment of those who have a right to pass upon his 
conduct. 

I enclose sundry papers marked from number 1 to 5, 
which I have met with since I came to this place, and 
which I have copied for the sight of such gentlemen of 
the legislature as may think it worth their trouble to 
read them. They relate to a matter which was before 
the legislature at their last sitting previous to the pres- 
ent. One, if not more of them, is on the files of the 
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A wQiaM y, They may be of use on aone fimure o«ca^ 
91011, boi ii^ fmBtdpftl object in copying tsimn is to 
coBMawmcte tfa^ noble aad digoified sen^iaeiits €( the 
oonoMMider^An-diie^ and to give some idea of the diS* 
enkiee be hw to*49Moaiiter. If ever any mm deserved 
gmtitade and sOMfiden^ he does^.aod thie more e«pe- 
eiaUy as Ins AKKfersty wiU never allow him to he usA^ 
with the former, nor Ids goodness of heart to abu^e the 
latter. His letter marked No. 2, 19 an eicample in its 
kind. 

It is necessary that I give you the trouble communi- 
cating to the Hemse the substu;ice of this lengthened 
letter. I have no idea they will have patience to go 
over the whole. 

I am, with doe reqpect, your obed't and h'mUe 
servant, 

WILLUM H. HOUSTON. 

Proceedings of t/ie Legislature of Neto York. 

State of New York, io ijuemUj, Oct 22, 1779. 

A letter from the legislature of the state of New 
Jersey, dated the 29th September last, to the legislature 
of this state, proposing a general regulation and limita- 
tion of prices to be taken for^every kind and article of 
labor, manufacture and trade, was read. 

Ordered, that the said letter be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, 

State of New York, in ABwraWj, Oct 29, 1779. 
Mr. Gordon, from the Committee of the whole House, 
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to whom was committcid the letter from the legislature 
of the state of New Jersey, of the 29fli Sept last, to 
the legislature of this state, proposing a general regula- 
tion of prices to be taken for every kind and article of 
labor, manufacture, and trade, reported that the said 
Committee had entered into certain resolutions, which 
being read, were agreed to by the House, and are as 
follows, (to wit :) 

Resolved, In case of concurrence by the honorable 
the Senate, that Mn President and Mr. Speaker be di- 
rected to write to the delegates for this state in Congress 
transmitting to them a copy of the letter from the legis- 
lature of the state of New Jersey, of the 29th of Sept 
last, upon the subject of a regulation of prices, and 
copies of the letter from the General Assembly of the 
state of Massachusetts Bay, of the 20th Sept last, upon 
the same subject, and of the proceedings of the Senate 
and Assembly thereon, and in the name of the legisla- 
ture of this state, to instruct the said delegates earnestly 
to press, (either separately or in conjunction with the 
delegates of any other or others of the said United 
States,) Congress to pursue such measures as they shall 
in their wisdom judge proper for regulating the prices 
of produce, merchandize, and labor; and to assure 
Congress, that the legislature of this state will by every 
means in their power, carry into execution any other 
plan which the wisdom of Congress may devise for 
preventing the farther depreciation, and restoring the 
credit of the continental currency. 

Resolved, In case of such coi^purrence as aforesaid. 
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that his excellency, the Governor, and he is hereby 
requested, on ireceipt ot any recommendation from 
CcHigress for the purpose of a regulation, immediately 
to convene the legislature. 

Resolved, In case of such concurrence as aforesaid, 
that Mr. President and Mr. Speaker write to his Excel- 
lency, the President oi the Council, and the honorable 
the Speaker of the House of Assembly of the State oi 
New Jersey, acknowledging the receipt of their aforer 
said letter, returning the congratulations therein con* 
tained, and inclosing them copies of these resolutions, 
and also copies of the said letter, from the General As- 
sembly of the state of Massachusetts Bay, and of the 
proceedings of the legislature thereon. 

Ordered, diat Mr. Hardenburg and Mr. Othoudt 
carry a copy of the above resolutions to the Honorable 
the Senate. 

State of New York, in AaaemUy, Oct 25, 1779L 
A copy of a resolution of the Honorable the Senate, 
delivered by Mr. Russell, was read, and is in the words 
following, (to wit:) 

Resolved, That this Senate do agree with the Hon- 
orable the Assembly in the several resolutions entered 
into by that Honorable House in consequence of the 
letter from the legislature of the State of New Jersey, 
of the 29th September last. 

True copies, 

JOHN McKESSON, Clerk. 
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Ffwn the lagisiatnf^ of Ntu> York k> the Gmrnnor 
^md AatemMy of Nev^Jer$§^ turansmitHng the fnr^ 
going Proceedings. 

KiBg0tM, Oetohor 25, 1770. 

6ENTLtMii^*^We are ^eeted by tke legislature of 
this sttiM^ iMpeediilly t» acknowl^e tbe raeeipt oC 
and return ttie eongratalatioBs eootained in, yeor letter 
ttf the 99th of Sqitember laiSt Not only the hnpovt- 
^diee of the sabjeei, Imt the attentbm dae to the cok^ 
flitoicatioft of a ^ter state, required that your letter 
^lottld receive our ne^t mature eensideratiett. It ww 
aec(^dmg)y is each HoiMe committed to a Committee 
of the Whole, and the resuk Mz.% an instructkm to our 
delegates earnestly t^ pveds Congress ^ recommend to 
die severed states to pass lawe regulatkg the price of 
produce, merchandize, and labor, and to asrare Coa^ 
gress of the readiness of this state to comply with such 
recommendation ; and a request to the Governor imme- 
diately upon the receipt of such recommendation, to 
convene the legislature, as you wiH see from the en- 
closed copies of the resolutions which were passed on 
the occasioD, 

During our present sessicm we received a letter 
from the General Assembly of the state of Massachu- 
setts Bay upon the same subject, a copy whereof 
we also do ourselves the honor to transmit to you, 
together with copies of the proceedhigs of the Senate 
and Assembly thereon. 
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We are, gentleofien, with perfect esteem, your most 
ob't serv'ts, 

By order of the Senate, 

PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT, Pres't 
By order of the Assembly, 

EVERT BANCKER, Speaker. 
Hia ExeeJlency, Will. Livingston, Governor of the 
State of New Jersey, and the Hon. Caleb Campi 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, 



From Isaac CaUitu to the LegiskUioe CounciL 

Trenton Printing Office, October 30th, ITTO. 

GENTLEMEN,-^The derk of the Council delivered to 
me yesterday a resolution of your hon. House, dated 
Trenton Council chamber, October 29th, 1779, requi- 
ring; me immediately to inform the Council who the 
author of the publication inserted in the New Jersey 
Gazette, No. 96, under the signature of " Ctncinnftius" 
is, and at whose request the same was published. 

Were I to comply with the requisition contained in 
this resolution, without the permission of the author of 
the piece alluded to, I conceive I should b^ray the trtst 
reposed in me, and be far from acting as a faithful 
guardian of the liberty of the press. I may further 
say that I am entirely at a loss to conjecture upon what 
gioond thiA rjequisition has been made ; for it is evident 
that the jnece in question does not contain the most 
distant disrespectfiil allusion to your honorable body. 

For the above reasons, gentlemen, I find myself 
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under the disagreeable necessity of declining to comply 
with yoar orders. In any other case not incompatible 
with good conscience or the welfare of my country, I 
shdll think myself happy in having it in my power to 
obUge you. 

I am, gentlemen, yours very respectfully, 

ISAAC COLLINS. 
To the hon. Legislative Council of the state of N. J. 

House of Assembly, October 29th, 1779. 

The House of Assembly having taken into conside- 
ration the message from Council of yesterday by Mr. 
Talman relative to a certain ''piece'' published in the 
New Jersey Gazette, No. 96, signed " CiTicinnatm" 

Resolved, That this House do not concur in the 
resolution therein contained. 

Ordered, diat Mr. Smock and Mr. Neilson do wait 
on the Council and acquaint them therewith. 

By order of the House, 

M. EWING, Jr., Clerk. 



Fram William H. Houston to Cfovernar Livingston. 

Philadelphia, November 1^, 1779. 

Sir, — In my last I was under a misconception relative 
to the embargo law of the state of Pennsylvania. I 
find that by a transient attention to it I accidentally 
mistook for an act a bill printed in the Pennsylvania 
Packet for public consideration, and which did not pass. 
The embargo now m operation here is not conditional 
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bnt absolute as oars. It is my duty to notice the mis- 
take, lest it should be instramental in giving impressions 
mifavorable and unjust 

Every day brings me fresh uneasiness respecting the 
supply of the general treasury. The expectation of 
Count D'Estaing^s visiting our coasts in this quarter 
has created a flood of expense, and the means of de- 
fraying it are narrowing fast If the taxes for the present 
year are not frilly and punctually paid in, every thing 
but hope holds up discouraging prospects. All the states 
must see the necessity of exertion, and I dare believe 
New Jersey will not be behind the foremost. The 
close of this campaign is set down for the era of reform- 
ation in the per centage departments, to say no more, 
and especially if we are so fortunate as to carry 
through a limitation of prices. Afterwards, it is to be 
confided, expenditures will be much less. 

As to the payment of the taxes for 1780, 1 mentioned 
in my last that it was hardly to be imagined any 
monthly assessment or collection could be made in our 
state, though if it were practicable it has its advantages. 
It is rather to be supposed that the legislature will lay 
the amount in two or three payments, and collect the 
taxes for support of government along with one or all 
of them. I have before mentioned the case of two 
payments. If three are preferred, being one million 
twelve thousand five hundred pounds, each payment, 
they come, at equal intervals, the first of February, 
May and August. The legislature may also probably 
consider whether taxes are not more easily paid in the 
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sjinring than in the summex, and lay more at tliat season. 
Thare woold aJso be another advantage ia this policy, 
the money will probably be more wanted at the time 
these taxes are calculated to begin than towards the 
middle or latter end of the year. 

There is one clear and obvious principle on which 
aM taxation ought to be rested, and if it could be laid 
as a ground-work^ and extend through our tax laws, 
payment would not only be practicable hot light and 
easy ; it is that every man be called apon to pay in 
exact fMToponioii to his ability, all things considered. 
The practice of tUe principle, I confess, can never be 
obtamed precisely, but it is a point of perfection to 
which laws may be directed, and to which th^ may 
continually more and more vergiB. The nearer an 
assessment approximates to this^ the more just it is. 
Why is it not proper to estimate every part of the 
whole aggregate estate, be the kind of property what it 
n^y, according as it is of use and emdument to the 
owner or possessor, and aU acquisitions currendy arising 
from advantages and opportunities 7 This maxim is 
practiced ijpon in some of the states^ and comprehended 
in the short description of taxing a man acecMrding to 
las family. The whole debt of the Union does not 
amount to one hundred dollars a head, and if set off 
on the scale of strict justice would not perhaps to the 
poor be more than the price of three or four days work 
on a taxable. Our state, it would seem, has always 
been m the custom of taxing lands too deeply, asd 
there are mtany kinds of property and sources of 
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wedkh and ineoMa whiob kave iievtr paid any tluBg. 
I eodoM ior th« perwAl of sacb as af^ oamoa^ aad 
have Bot seen it, the case of the sloop Active, whieli 
ba« pffodoced a dispate betwecm Congress and the state 
of Peanaylvama. The natare of this case wiU be 
fbtmiy collected frooi the printed proeeedwgs of the 
Qtwn of Admiralty before whieh it waa iried. I iBeUp 
timi what fartber is aeeessary to give an adequate idea 
of the eaase of difierrace. In the coort of Adrnkrakf 
the jnry gave one fourth to the iiMu^ptnts and tbra* 
fearths to the libeUant, and another cruiser in stgltt at 
the tiaie of the capture. From the decisionv which is 
said to be wholly on matter of feet, the insurgents 
appealed The court of Appeals decreed the whole t# 
ibem, ami directed the Judge of Admiralty of the state 
of Pennsylvania to see their sotttenee executed. The 
Jcklge reftised, as the kw by whieh the maritime court 
is estabhshed in that state allows an appeal on matters 
of law only, and does not permit the fects found by a 
jury to be re-examined. Much law ammunition has 
be^ qpent on the occasion, and the diffinrence b not 
yet adjusted. Certain k is that by the resolutions of 
Congress of 1775^ an admiralty jurisdiction say, the 
facte shaH be established by a jury. Lawyers say there 
is this distinction between trials by jury and trials 
by witnesses, that in the former case the facts found 
are not re-examined, in the latter they are. Our law 
fot erecting a court of Admiralty, allows an appeal in 
all cases whatsoever, but it must be acknowledged that 
in appeal on matter of fact from the verdict of a jury 
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has not a good sooniL And yet juries are too often 
wofse qualified to decide in maritime causes than any 
other. 

You have abo a report ot the conmiissioners ap- 
pointed by General Washingtcm in April last to settle a 
course for the exchange of prisoners with the commis- 
sioners of General Clinton. It has been already pid>- 
lished in newspapers. It is with pleasure I also said 
an extract from the general orders of the commander- 
in-chief of 29th July last The virtues of this amiable 
man as a citizen are no less conspicuous than his spirit 
and perseverance as a soldier. To-morrow will be 
published, by order of Congress, the news from the 
southward. You will hear it with concern. The 
raising of the seige of Savannah is not so much to be 
regretted in itself as the consequent exposure of a large 
extent ol country, the inhabitants of which must una- 
voidably suffer before succour can arrive to them. Let 
us however remember what has so often happened, that 
confidence is the road to disappcnntment, and where our 
prospects are least promising from thence success often 
comes. Nesquam desperandum est de Repubtica. 

I am, sir, with due regard, your obed't h'ble servant, 
WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



From the Delegates in Congress to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, November 33d, ITTO. 
Sir,— Enclosed you have the result of the detibera* 
ti(ms of Ccmgress on the representation of the 7th 
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ahimo respecting a gmieral limitation of prices. We 
beg leave to say that with attention to the interests of 
the onion in general and the state in particular, and also 
to the ccmvenience of the legi^tore, we have left no 
means untried to give success and dispatch to the 
business. The legislature, we flatter ourselves, will be 
disposed to overlook any defects in the plan recom- 
mended by Congress compared with the scope and 
tenor of their representation, when they reflect that 
different states as well as individuals, however they may 
coincide in the main substance of a measure, vary often 
in their ideas on particular parts, and also when they 
are informed that what we have now the pleasure to 
transmit has passed with a great degree of unanimity. 
For the sake of this and greater expedition, poUcy dic- 
tated to concede a littie. From appearances we think 
ourselves justified to say tiiat the measure recommended 
will in all pn^ability be universally adopted throughout 
the union. The date of commencement is more distant 
than couM have been wished, but when the remoteness 
of some of the states is considered, as also that many 
of the legislatures are not sitting, and that the limita- 
tions ought to take place at the same time every where^ 
it could not well be gainsayed. Other arguments also 
have been urged, tending to shew that this will give 
fuller efficacy to the measure, by giving people an 
opportunity to provide against losses and disappoint- 
ments to their essential prejudice. The ratio of prices 
to those current formerly, though by many thought too 
large, is set at a limit which we hope will produce an 
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eoBf turn to the ode of defNTedatioii) an^ maiie a 
fartiier fadbcdon in dae tiiiia 4D0fe natural and prac- 
ticable. 

We have the honor to be, with all respect, yoar 
ebed't h'ble servants, 

JNO. WITHERSPOON, 

NATH. eCUDIXER, 

JOHN FELL, 

WILLIAM H- HOUSTON- 



Frofn General Washington to Oavernor Livingston. 

H«ad QiArten,.iVloni«lowii I)ec. Slat, 1779. 

Sir, — Notwithstanding the enemy have been for 
some time past makit^ demonstrations of sending 
detac^unents ftom New York, they still continue thore 
with their whote collected force. On our part, we have 
lately been obliged to maintain a considefable body of 
tM0Qf8 to the southward, and a part of those which 
remain are daily leaiving us from the espication of their 
terms of service. 

These and many other reas<ms that must occur to 
your Excellency will point out the possibility that Sir 
Henry Clintcm may be induced shortly to undertake an 
operation in this state, and show the propriety of our 
using every precaution to de£rat his attempts. The 
bast way indeed to prevent his undertaking any thing, 
is to be well prepared to receive him. On this principle 
J am to intireat that a plan may be concerted without 
loss of time to call out the whole militia of the state in 
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the speediest manner, should the erent I have mentioned 
take place. It will abo be requisite that they should 
come provided each man with ten days' or a fbrtnighlfs 
provisions, to be paid for by the public at the current 
value. 

The state of our magazines makes this indispensible, 
without which the men wotdd be an incumberance 
rather dian an assistance. 

As soon as the necessary arrangements are made, I 
shaB be glad to be informed of them, that I may know 
what correspondent measures are to be taken on my 
part. 

Conventional signals to convey the alarm tfaroughoiit 
the state must be one essential pare of the plan, and 
places cf rendezvous another. 

Your Excellency I am persuaded wffl see the neces- 
sity of the measure, which I have now the honor to 
propose, and will give it all the support in your power. 

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r L1VINGST9N. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, Morristown, February 20th, 1780. 

Sir, — ^Your Excellency wiH have received, I make 

no doubt, a copy of an act of Congress of the 9th 

instant, ascertaining the quotas of non-commissioned 

officers and privates, to be furnished by the respective 
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States for the ensuing campaign, and directing all the 
men in any of the additional corps, the guards, artillery, 
and horse, and the regimented artificers in the depart- 
ments of the Clnarter-Master-General, and the Commis- 
sary-General of military stores, as well as those of the 
battalions in the state lines, whose terms of service do 
not expire befoce the last of September next, to be 
counted as part of the quotas of the states to which 
they respectively belong. 

The quota of the state of New Jersey is fixed at 
1620, and I have now the honor to inclose your Excel- 
lency a special return of the non-commissioned ofiicers 
and privates in the third battaUon, and of those belong- 
ing to her in Lamb's artillery, Spencer and Hay's regi- 
ments. Major Gibb's corps of guards, artillery, artifi- 
cers, designating in a particular manner, the proportion 
engaged for the war and by monthly columns, the pe- 
riods when and in what proportion the services of the 
rest will expire* Your Excellency will observe by the 
act, that the men whose engagements expire before the 
last of September, as I have already taken the liberQr 
to mention, are not to be counted as part of the 1620 
and therefore, accc»rding to the return inclosed, the 
deficiency to be raised is 547. There are howev^, 
one or two corps besides these I have mentioned, not 
acting immediately with this part of the army, in which 
there may be some men belonging to this state, and I 
consider it as an unlucky circumstance, that I have not 
such return of them in my possession as will ascertain 
the p<Hnt and the credit to which the state may be enti- 
tled in consequence. 
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M^or Lee's corps iar die one m wkiob it is mMt 
likely dMLt tltere are sotte nea under his discij^e, ud 
I liaTe written to hiw or th^ commandiiig oflScer of his 
corps, to furnish your Excellency, without delay, with a 
pMlic«br ^tte of the«iL If it shouk* be the cmse, I 
also expect returns of one cur two more othev ooqis ia 
the Qttnse of a fow days, when if there are any men 
in them belonging to the state, I shaH take the earliest 
occasion to communicate it and their number. I have 
thought it more advisable to transmit the present return 
than t» delay it till those of every little detached corps 
coqU be eolleeted, as the wants of those, admitting there 
should be a few nen bebnging to* the stati in some of 
thfiBiy caK make no material differeace wi<li respect t» 
tka deioiency to be lemd : and as the postponing the 
business on that account would interfere eBs#Miaily witil 
tW fMHs of Congress^ and iodaed enttrelyd^sfeatlltom, 
at to tiw time* assigned far the m&mks taking the fktA 
Ad aay aiae lUs asaet ke Hmmd tno sfevart for thom^ 
tkaattaf the:aioia camfte^ states^ espeeiatty wfaaner^ tketf 
l^giabanrar ane la be eiHiveiied: i woold obset ite, 
hi9lsae> I oauclade, that this vetuni' baars the iaHeee nuar- 
bw a£ men under arety deseripiioa tkat the state oatr 
have in her three bactaiioQ^ aad die odier corps wtiek 
it comprehends; and they would most probaUy ha* 
foaaii if aa aclnai inspeetion cooid tako place, w Ml a 
goed/deai slMrt of the oeni{rieM«em, as diew is dkw9fB 
a maianal diffi^eeaoe between an araiy on paper, and 
its maleffidenc sdrength. 

A> comparative view between the total of an anny as 
14 
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borne upon every general retam and the column of 
present fit for duty and the absentees that can be satis- 
factorily accounted for, demcmstrates this beycmd 
question. 

I have the honor to be with the highest respect and 
Mteenit your fixcellenc/s most obed't serv't 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Grovemor Livingston. 



From Chief Justice Symmes to Crovemor Livingston. 

MmwtowD, Febmaiy 14tli, 1780. 

iBiR, — I beg leave to trouble your Excellency, and l;he 
honorable gentiemen of the legislative Council of the 
state, with a subject which has for some time past 
given me much concern. 

AppKcation has been made to me^ as a magistrate of 
the state of New Jersey, for a redress of wrongs by 
soldiers in the continental army, from this and one other 
state, who say that they are aggrieved by being denied 
a discharge, after a term of three years, for which they 
had enlisted, had expired And that they are obliged, 
with some aggravating circumstances, to continue 
yet in the service, which they consider as very discour- 
aging and oppressive. 

I would by no means, sir, be understood as insinua- 
ting anything to the prejudice of the gentiemen officers 
of the Jersey or any other line in the American army; 
no man can be more ready than I am to allow them 
the merit which they are so jusdy entided to from 
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every citizen of the United States. But, sir, I must 
say, and am sorry for the occasion, that I believe that 
there is some misunderstanding between the officers 
and their men, which has unhap[Hly worked itself into 
the camp, by one means or other. I believe this to be 
one, viz : as numbers of the privates now in the service 
were not enlisted by any one officer at this time belong- 
ing to the lines, the officer (who enlisted the soldier) 
Qpon his resignation or discharge, has on oath turned 
over the soldier to the officer who succeeded him, as 
having enlisted during the war ; the present officer be- 
lieves it to be the case, and is now hardly persuaded 
that the fact is otherwise. 

I know not, sir, what to do in the affair, the matter 
is of the utmost deUcacy; for me to interfere at all may 
be attended with some bad consequences. It would 
seem to call in question that superiority of the officer 
over the soldier which is vital in an army. To reject 
the complaint of the soldier altogether would be un- 
doubtedly a denial of that justice which is the right of 
every subject, viz., to be heard with respect to the 
merits of his cause, where the magistrate is allowed to 
have jurisdiction. I am warranted to say, sir, that so 
great is the discontent amongst some of the troops, 
arising from this source, that many have abready de- 
serted, and others say publicly in the streets that they 
will go over to the enemy, if they are denied tha*t 
justice which is their due. 

I beg leave only to add, that it is my full belief that 
the matter is by no means unworthy the attention of 
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yoqr l^ouorable House; but that it calls in an eoHiiem 
manner for tbe speedy direction and inquiry of tb^ 
legislature of the state. 

I h;^ve the honor to be, sir, jour Excellency's most 
respectful and d/evoted humble servant, 

JOHN CLEVJES SYMMJES. 

His ExcelleiMfy, Governor iiiviNOSTON. 



From Abraham Clark to Caleb Camp, Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

PhiUddi^ia, Febmary 7, 1780. 

Sir, — The convention for regulating prices, have 
adjourned till April, and I fear the atttsn^ will jprave 
abortive. Vii^i^ seems to hang back ; no mi^^ibeiis 
have attended from tbence, and as far as I can Imm^ 
none have been appointed, and their leg^aimre stands 
^ourned till May. I shudder at the prospect befo^^ 
us; a vigprws war to pro$ecute, while oimt m^ey, 
redwed ^ost tp notlniigt is still deprecia^pg vnitj^ 
n^pidi^. The curjretit e^lninge here betwe^en ^m4 
money and pamper is fi^om 45 io 50 for ono. In the 
marl^et a pap^r dpl^r is est^nffit^ed at present, at Q«f» 
pei)i}y^ ai)d will soou be l^ss than si h^llC-penny in a)l 
pliability. 

Congne^ hi^ve now under consideratiion the appor- 
tTonment of supplies for the army, to be required of ea^ 
state the present year. Our quota at present standi at 
18,000 hundred weight of beef or pork, lO/WO barnels 
of fjour, 3,758 bushels of salt, 3,500 tons of hay. 30,000 
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bmsbeis of com, oats or backwheat The estimate of 
frices is as' follotrs ; Ftetnr 4^ dottars per hundred ; 
sammer fatted beef 5^ dollars per neat hundred; fall 
ftated do. 6^ doOars ; staH-fed, killed after January, 7| 
doHars; fresh pork, 7 dollars per neat hundred; salt 
pork, 22 doDars per barrel, containing 200 lbs. ; salted 
beef 17^ dollars per barrel, containing 240 lbs. ; Indian 
com 1^ doUar pr bushel; oats |; rye 1; buckwheat 
^ dollar pr btisfael; best crop hay, 15 dollars pr ton; 
rum 1^ dollars per gallon ; salt 3 dollars pr bushel. 

For my part, I dislike the plan altogether, as pur- 
chases ought to be made where most convenient, having 
regard to the places where they are to be consumed, 
and the (mces in the several states, which must depend 
upon the seasons in them ; but I am assured the plan is 
agreeable to the wishes of our legislature, by whose 
opinron I shall always be governed. The sah, I fear, 
will be procured with difficulty in our state, but as the 
prices above are all estimated in specie, and that article 
set at 3 dollars, I dare not refuse it to our state, specially 
as other states wish for that article, and offer to take it 
from us in exchange for flour or ocher provisions at the 
estimated prices ; but as salt is much higher estimated 
than any other article, I think we may exchange pro- 
visions for it, to much greater advantage, by. private 
con tracts; or perhaps by promoting the manufactory of 
iron on public account, we may procure that article of 
salt in exchange for iron, and save our provisions. In 
case our legislature shall desire to be freed flrom procur- 
ing the salt, by taking upon them the supply of other 
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articles equivalent in value as estimated, by signifying 
their pleasure th^eon, I am persuaded the matter can 
be effected. 

Thus far I had wrote before Congress took up the 
business of supplies this day. They had before gone 
through the quotas, and now took into consideration 
the prices as reported by the Committee, and have 
agreed to the price of flour as above mentioned; the 
next under consideration was the price of beef^ this is 
not finished, but will I beUeve pass agreeably to report, 
many of us would be willing to alter some articles, did 
we not see that it would derange all we had before 
done without any material advantage, so that the prices 
I* have mentioned, though only as reported firom a Com- 
mittee from each state, will, I beUeve, be agreed to. 
Should any material alteration take place so as to effect 
our state, we shall attempt a reconsideration of quotas. 

I am, with all due respects to the General Assembly, 
your obedient and humble servant, 

ABRA- CLARK. 

Caleb Camp, Esq., Speaker. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Qnarters, MorristowD, FelHiuu^ 5MMi, 1760. 
Dear Sir, — I was last night honored with your 
Excellency's fetter of the 22d. I had on the 20th 
transmitted you as accurate a return as couM then be 
obtained of the number of men serving in the three 
battalions of the state, and in the additional corps. I 
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have snice received a retam of Major Lee's corps 
dated the 20th December last, in which I find fifty non- 
commissioned officers and privates belonging to the 
state. That number is therefore to be deducted firom 
the d^ciency struck in my letter of the 20th. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem^ 
your Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From Somuel Huntington^ President of Congress^ to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, March 90Ch, 1780. 

Sir, — Your Excellency will receive herewith en- 
closed an act of Congress of the 18th instant calling 
upon the several states to bring in the continental 
currency by monthly taxes or otherwise, as shall best 
suit their respective circumstances, in proportion to the 
quotas assigned to each state, by the resdudon of the 
7th of October 1779, and making provision for other 
bills to be issued in lieu therec^ under the regulations 
and restrictions mentioned in the act 

This act is the result of much labor and deliberation! 
as the hap[Hest expedient that could be adopted to 
extricate these states firom the embarrasanents of a 
fluctuating medium, and at the same time in some 
measure aflford the necessary means for supporting the 
ensuing campaign. 

You will readily perceive the importance of this 
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oieasure and the indisp^isable necessity of vsaninii;^' 
in the states in confonniflf thereto. It is wqnestttd 
diat there may be no deity in taking this aei under 
consideration, and that the Assembly, if not sittisg, 
may be convened as soon as possible for that fmrpose, 
and that the laws that may be enacted in pmrsuance 
thereof be transmitted to Congress without delay. 
The new bilb will be struck under the direction of the 
board of Treasury and sent to the sereral states in dae 
proportion. You have also enclosed an act of Con- 
gress of this day recommending the revision of such 
laws as may have been passed making the continental 
bills a tender in dischai^e of debts, die. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem and respect, your ExceHency's humble servant, 
SAM. HUNTINGTON, Pres. 
His Excellency, Governor LivtvasTON. 



Froffi William If. Homtan to Governor Livihg$t(m. 

Hiiladelpltia, May »d, 1780. 
SfR, — I have the honouv to enelose for the use of tlie 
Legislature a Boston paper of the* 8th. inst which I 
' have' this day received by post, containing the* act of 
the legislature of the state of Massachusetts hay on tlie 
proceedings of tlie 18th March last relative to itMince. 
I think it my duty to ccmununieate mwy thing on this 
subject wbaeh comes to my hands^ as to sfve the mattsr 
appears of the most indispensable importance; hut 
shall not detain farther upon^it, having already explained 
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nyself pretty fiiUj. I only b^ leave to observe tbit tf* 
I bad not tbooght tbe interest of the state dee|^ coft- 
oerned, I shoold not bare been so explicit, eqpiecially 
siiice I have heard that a variety of sefitiments prevaHs 
among those who are certainly capable of jadgtng. 
This has aroused my cantioii, bot npon a catefoi review 
of the whole safc^ect, and examination of all I have 
read and heard, I most sdii venture to say that some- 
thing is necessary to be done, and tlmt no etpedieat 
appears to me so promising and advisable^ every cir- 
comstance considered, as the cme now in qoestioi. 
By commonicating the several acts as I receive them, 
I do not expect that the Legislature will be so mneh 
influenced by example as assisted in framing a law on 
the subject* It may indeed be matter of encaarage- 
ment that the measure is elsewhere adopted, bat as otte 
stale cannot be injured by adopting it before another, 
but rather the contrary, there can be no objection to 
take early rank in this instance. 

I have heard it aUedged that these resofaitions iaivoive 
a broach of faith. ' Though no such thing appear to 
■oe, yet if by any construction it is inferred, it will 
probably operate to induce the Legislature to leave out 
die eomparbon between specie and the present btf$, 
and retain OfH^ tbM between the latter and the new 
biUs to be emitted. How far this will be an eflfectual 
provbioa I pretend not to determiiie, the consequences 
may be examined, and it is of the highest moment to 
weigh thcML 

Last it should escape the recoHectioo of the Legbla- 
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tare, I take the liberty to mention that the embargo act 
continned the 25th of December last in consequence of 
a recommendaticm of Congress of the 15th of the 
same month was limited to the first of April last The 
expected events of this campaign, the present state 
of provisions, the prospects of the coming crop, £Bur 
firom being so favorable as could be wished, all conspire 
to urge the propriety of reviving and continuing that 
act The matter was latefy agitated in Congress, but 
as no instance of exportation was known, except from 
Delaware, and it was said the embargo was in force in 
the other states, a resolution was extended no farther 
than Delaware. We did not mention New Jersey, 
because there was no doubt the Legislature on advert- 
ing to the circumstances above mentioned would take 
the necessary measures. ' 

The state of Pennsylvania has applied to Congress 
for direction with respect to the propriety of receiving 
the certificates given in the staff departments in the 
payment of taxes. As I see the highest probability the 
measure wiU be approved and recotomen4Bd, I take the 
Ifterty to apprize the Legislature. I see no prospect of 
any other answer to the address and rejHresentation tff 
die I5th of March last, and am of ofHuion that time 
need not be lost in waiting to hear from Congress. No 
means in the power of the delegates of the state have 
been omitted to obtain some other mode of discharging 
the debts due to the inhabitants, and avoiding the neces- 
sity of resorting to this expedient, but without effect 

The proceedings of Saturday last you have ere now 
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received. I doubt not the President has suggested the 
propriety of secresy, for though these things are noising 
abroad^ the j are sonnises without information. I speak" 
particolarly of the contents of the letter. The occa- 
sion is highly interesting, and the improvement of it 
may be attended with the most happy consequences. 

I have the honoar to be your ExceUency's most obe* 
dient and humble servant, 

WILLUM H. HOUSTON. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Heiul Quarters, Morristown, June 2d, 1780. 
SiR) — By the lettar from the honorable the committee 
of Congress at Morristown, which this accompanies^ 
your Excellency will find that those gentlemen and 
myself after maturely considering the mattar, deem it 
essential to the success of the measures in contempla- 
tion to be carried on against the enemy, to call on 
the states for certain aids of militia in addition to the 
requisitions for men already made; and that they 
should be at the places of rendezvous appointed by me,, 
by the 15th day of next month. The aid requested in 
this instance of your state is founded on a principle of 
i^pointment common to all the states from New Hamp- 
shire to Maryland ^elusive (the others <m account of 
their distance and the operations in the southern quar- 
ter, not being now called on,) and is stated at nine 
hundred and forty five, rank and file. This number of 
militia, well armed and equipped in every other respect 
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for the field in ^ best maaner cireumdtftm^es witt fldotit, 
voder prop^ officers, I wish to be at M^nrris^own at the 
'tme Qlentiofted by the oonw^ttee, which appear^ to me 
a aoitabte place for their rendezvoDs, in the ftrsft 
instance, and from whence they wiR proceed on my 
orders as ocoasion may rehire. It witl also be mate- • 
rial^ on account of disciplining and orgamzing the men, 
as well as on account of puUtc economy, that they 
shofttld be farmed in«o foil i^giments. If this is not 
done, it will render our arrangements extremely difficult 
and ' irregular, and will add, by greatly increasing the 
number of officers, very considerably to the public 
expense. I would beg leave to observe that I think the 
whole number of militia requested from your state 
should be comprised in two regiments. 

This additional aid will not, I trust and earnestly 
Entreat, impede in the smallest degree the fiQing up the 
regiments of the state by drafts to their foil complement 
« requested by the honorable the committee in their 
letters of the 25th ultimo. 

This is a point of such great importance, so abso^ 
lately essential to give the least prospect of success to 
<mr operations, and indeed on which they depend, that I 
couM not forbear mentioning it. If the regiments are 
completed by drafts, it is possible our demand for mffitia 
may be a good deal diminished, bm this must be g^yr- 
emed by events, and therefore for objeicts so very inter- 
Mting, so important as those to which we at pfesem 
look, we should provide whatever may be poisiMy 
reqttttite. 
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I bo^ tke hoBW to be, wkh gnMt resfiect amd 
6ste«ai, your Excellency's most obe't and hum. serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTOM. 
His Exeellescy, GovV Livingston. 



Froni William H. Houst^on to Chvernar Livinffsten. 

Philadelphia, Sunday Jane 4th, 1780, ) 
12 o'clock at aoo». ) 

SiE, — A Mr. William Fianie trom WUIiiuiiMsbarg* in 

Viiginiat is jost arrived in town, %od brings the follow* 

iog intelligence. That when he was at Baltimere, tn 

3larylan4» on bis way to this place, a nnn^ber of letters 

ome to randry pecsons tbece, from Richwoncl the 

oiq)ilol of Vifgima^ informing thi^t Cbarle9tow»oijpi(liDp 

laiod on the l^th ultimo. The news is mciD^oiied to 

cetne by an express frotii Governor UntMge oi Bovtk 

CmoIHw to Congress, who was ovdered to ctU om hki 

QMie %nA defiver disf^t^ehes to Gpwer»ear Nush of Neffb 

Ciun^lim* end Gevemor Jeilimm of ViiEgmia. Tbcsli^ 

siq^tpoeed tq be th« season he b^ «otyetneiieb«idPbU%* 

de^^Me. No parstioqlafs are inentjo^ed. The i^onla^ 

tors, w^se rid^«s travel dfty and night on soobb 

oece^ioiis, genevaUy precede the pnibKcb exporesees; 

By a letter of 31at ultimo fimn Geneval Wasbingtmi, I 

(iid tbe captuie is oredited 9Jb head <]^tcters« What to 

say against import so confirmed I am at a loss. The 

pnobfiUlity certainly is against as. Modung but offimal 

certainty remains to be expected. If the event has 

taJkea plaee we may houily expect this, as the expreiss 
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cannot be far off, unless some extraordinary accident 
has beMen him. I do not like to beUeve bad news, 
but we ought to be prepared for it 

The reflections which first present themselves are, 
that no greater stroke has befallen us since the com- 
mencement of the war, and none which has required 
more active, thorough exertions to recover and repair it, 
than this will It is not said on what terms the garri- 
son capitulated, but in all likelihood they cannot be 
more favorable than prisoners of war. Their service is 
lost to us, probably for the campaign. The finances 
evidently mending, will be thrown aback, and without 
a speedy execution of the system of 18th March, per- 
haps return to wilder disorder than ^ver. No subject 
whatever requires more attention, for money will be 
more necessary than ever. The effect upon the army, 
as well as upon the people, will too probably be dispirit- 
ing, especially at first ; but may be directly opposite, 
after a little reflection, if the publick movements can 
all be made to draw together, and no chasm or derange- 
ment happen before their thoughts and views have time 
to collect and accommodate themselves to the exigency. 
Bold councils are the best in precarious times. I 
would submit to the legislature whether if this intelli- 
gence turns out feet, it would not be best to vest in the 
Governor and Privy Council, or a greater quorum if 
more proper, powers suited to the cast of the occa- 
sion. The capture of Charlestown and the arrival 
of a French fleet, should it happen, both require it 
The utmost reach of t^e powers of the state will be 
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necessary in a model which can be speedy and effective 
in execution, either to provide against great evils or to 
attempt great objects. The legislature of Pennsylvania 
which adjommed last Thursday, before this news ap- 
peared in any shape, considering the greatness of the 
crisis, empowered the Executive to proclaim and estab- 
lish martial /aw in case of necessity during the recess 
of the Assembly, for limited periods. The Assembly 
has adjourned to September next A special council 
composed of members of both Houses might <be more 
agreeable to many, but I say nothing of the form, 
only have taken the liberty to say thus much concern- 
ing the thing itself. A correspondence between such 
body and the delegates in Congress for the state, might 
be of great use to the state, should the legislature be 
unanimous in adopting the measure so as to give it 
weight with the people at large. 

It also occurs that early and effectual attention ought ' 
to be paid to the state, and preparation of the militia. 
Great part of the enemy's troops will return to New 
York immediately on the reduction of Charlestown, 
though if they knew their true interest they would all 
leave New York and go to the southward. In the 
event of their coming back, their disposition to mischief 
is too well known to believe that they will be pacific 
toward New Jersey. It is not a hr sought reflection 
that this disaster, though great, is not matter of des- 
pondence. Mortals see not futurities, and who can say 
that Heaven does not mean this to precede something 
more important to us than it is to the enemy. Things 
much more unexpected have happened. 
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Th« eimay mMt GOOMwt dMiiiisek^t on die menm 
bffore tbey ca« appttr at New York. Perhaps it is 
him ; hittory ^wA expenence saiy, tbat jemg nations as^ 
well as-nient are less aJbk than those of npn ags, tt> 
bear that proaperity which is not dadied with smne 
shajrpneas^if Hnrfsrtima These things ftiUM the end of 
Giod's goveraaasnt) where partml evil is genend ^&oA. 
We piiy our suffering brethren, bat no man despairs 
of the repoUiek. 

I am yoav Excellenc/s very obedient aervaat, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



From Williqm H. Houston to Governor Lmngston. 

PhiMdpbia, Jane Mi, Vi%0. 

Sia^'^Yott will ceceivie eoK^sed two rseolati<we of 
Congress which have doabtlaBs^ aiieady gpne* fioam die 
President i^ the ordinary aottcaa of cemwaiioatkin. 
But a^ papers sometimes misoarry, ihoeght it not aviisa 
to rqfewt them* T)»at mkuve. to* denertevs viU imtmitf 
be. at ummmXj ahould my French trogps^M the troops, 
of a9y allied or caioperaiJDg poii^^ avw be landed e» 
the AmerioaA chores for the purppsiaof giving assistanee 
in the prosecution of the war. The laws selaliire to 
desertion will easily be exten40d to secure and recnm 
them. Thi^ is not only the duty of an ally, b«t it is 
our interest in m^y respects and no ebjeeticm liuat l 
know of cw \» taken to it. 

The other, relative to the defence of the imerier 
froujdew agaiust the^ ineursions of the savages b im- 
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portant to us. I understood, when latelj at Trenton, 
that there was a bill before the legislature for embodying 
a number of militia to protect the upper settlements. 
T^at no hesitation maj hereafter be made relative to 
the allowance of continental pay and rations it would 
be weU to take the step New York has taken, and 
obtain the approbation and engagement of Congress 
or the commander-in-chief,— either will be sufficient. 
Every one must be convinced of the necessity of sup- 
p(»rting the settlements over the mountain ; f(»r if they 
are obliged to remove, double if not treble the number 
of men will be necessary to secure the country against 
impressions, and after all it will not be so effectually 
done in this as in the other mode. 

The post established in Ulster will be of advantage 
in the general protection, and the legislature will be able 
to determine in what degree we may be benefited by 
it In the resolutions of 4th April last is mentioned the 
body of men to which this of the 1st inst refers. 

I have the honor to be, with due regard, your Excel- 
lency's very obedient h'ble servant, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



From Ph. Schuyler, Chairman^ Sjc., to Gov. Livingston. 

In Committee of Congress, Morristown, Jane 12th, 1780l 

Sir, — We have the honor to enclose you a copy of 

a letter addressed to us by the commander-in-chief 

The contents will advise you to what an alarming crisis 

our affidrs are reduced. The General observes with 

13 
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great propriety that this committee *^eed no argmnents 
to erince the dangwr." Indeed we do not, oar own 
observations have led to the fullest conviction that 
unless the force stated in our second letter of the 25th 
ultimo 18 drawn into the field with celerity equal to the 
urgency of the occasion, the period which b to end our 
liberty and commence the most disgraceful state of 
davery which human m^re has ever experienced, is 
not far distant But dark and gloomy as the prospect 
is, America has it in her power to dii^l the cloud by 
those exertions of which she is abundantly capable, and 
to which it is her (hity to rouse firom every consideralion 
which can ajBect the human heart 

We are most indubitably possessed of the means 
wherewith to expel the enemy fixmi every part of the 
continent, but it requires a display of that virtue which 
distinguished the citaaens of Rome when their state was, 
as ours now is, on the brink of ruin, and we trust 
Americans, impressed with a proper sense of the bless- 
ings of peace, liberty and independence, wiU foUow the 
bright example, and evince to future ages what great 
minds are capable of when driven to the extremity of 
distress. 

We dare not suppose, sir, that efficient measures have 
not been adopted by your state to complete your battal- 
ions to the establishment recommended in the letter 
above referred to. On the contrary, we believe that 
the m^n are raised or raising, but we have to conjure 
you to hasten them on. to the army without a moment's 
dday. We intreat you likewise to give the most pointed 
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direction to mduce an onremitdng attention to forward- 
ing the snpplies alioted to your state, — ^to be famished 
as specified in oiur letter of the 2d instant 

Had the enemy on Wednesday last porsoed what we 
generally believed to be their object, onr heavy cannon 
and stores would inevitably have fallen into their hands, 
as our mifitary force was incompetent to their protection, 
and the means of conveying them to places more distant 
for want of horses and carriages, out of our power. 

Since writing the above, a second letter from the 
General has been handed us, a copy whereof we enclose. 
Previous to our recoounendation to complete the battal- 
ions to 504 rank and file, we had a conference with the 
General on the subject, in which the matter was thor- 
oughly canvassed and the necessity of the augmentation 
clearly evinced. — The reduction of Charlestown was 
then still problematical, we had even hopes that it would 
have been saved, and the Maryland and Delaware lines 
have returned to this army, which then, with the quota 
requested of the states, would have amounted to about 
25,000 men, the number which Congress had promised 
our illustrious ally should be brought into the field to 
co-operate with her troops. It is now believed that 
Charlestown is reduced, and the troops which defended 
it prisoners, consequently we shall certainly not have the 
Maryland and Delaware troops ; hence those in this 
quarter will be less by nearly three thousand men than 
estimated, and we therefore most earnestly intreat that 
no reduction may be made from the numbers we have 
stated as necessary. 
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We are, with great respect and esteem, your Excel- 
lency's most ob't and h'ble servant, 

PH. SCHUYLER, 
Chairman of the Committee. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to a Committee of Congress^ 
enclosed in the foregoing. 

Monistown, May 25th, 178a 
Gentlemen, — I have attentively considered the cir- 
cular letter to the different states which you did me the 
honor to communicate for my perusal, and I am happy 
to find that my ideas perfectly correspond with those of 
the committee. 

The view they have given of our situation is just, full 
and explicit The measures they have recommended 
are well adapted to the emergency, and of indispensable 
necessity. I very freely give it as my opinion that 
unless they are carried into execution in the fullest 
extent, and with the greatest decision and rapidity, it 
will be impossible for us to undertake the intended co- 
operation with any reasonable prospect of success. 

The consequences you have well delineated. The 
succour designed for our benefit will prove a serious 
misfortune, and instead of rescuing us from the embar- 
rassments we experience, and from the danger with 
which we are threatened, will in all probability precipi- 
tate our ruin. Drained and weakened as we already 
are, the exertions we shall make, though they may be 
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too imperfect to secure success, wiU at any rate be such 
as to leave us m a state of relaxation and debility, from 
which it will be difficult if not impracticable to recover. 
The country exhausted, the people disappointed, the 
consequence and reputation of those states in Europe, 
[impaired] our friends chagrined and discouraged, our 
enemies deriving new credit, new confidence, new re- 
sources — we have not, nor ought we to wish an alter- 
native. The court of France has done so much for us 
that we must make a decisive effort on our part Our 
situation demands it — ^'tis expected. We have the means 
of success without some unforeseen accident, and it only 
remains to employ them. But the conjunciture requires 
all our wisdom and all our energy. Such is the present 
state of this country that the utmost exertion of its 
resources, thou^ equal, is not more than equal, to the 
object, and our measures must be so taken as to call 
them into immediate and full effort. There is only one 
thing I ^ould have been happy the committee had 
thought proper to take upon a large scale. I mean the 
supply of men by draft Instead of completing the 
deficiencies of the quotas assigned by the resolution of 
Congress of the 9th of February last, it would in my 
apprehension be of the greatest importance that the 
respective states should fill their battalions to their com- 
plement of five hundred and four, rank and file. Con* 
sidering the different possible dispositions of the enemy, 
and the different possible operations on our part, we 
ought not to have less than twenty thousand continental 
efficient troops. The whole number of battalions from 
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New Hampshire to Pennsylvania inclusivey if complete, 
would not amount to this force. The total woul4 be 
twenty 'three thousand one hundred and eighty four, 
rank and file, firom which the customary deductions 
being made, there will not remain more than about 
eighteen thousand fit for the service of the field To 
this may be added the remainder of the sixteen re^- 
ments, amounting to about one thousand. 

Unless the principal part of the force be composed 
of men regularly organized, and on the continuance of 
whose services we can rely, nothing decisive can be 
attempted. The militia are too precarious a depend- 
ence to justify such an attempt, when they form a 
material part of the plan. 

Militia cannot have the necessary habits nor the 
consistency, either for an assault or a seige. In em- 
ploying them essentially we should run a risk of bdng 
abandoned in the most critical moments. The expense 
and the consumj^on of provisions and stores (which 
we are bound by every motive to economise) will be 
very considerably increased. As we should not be 
able to keep the same body in the field during the 
whole campaign, we should a great part of the time 
have a double set of men to pay and feed, — those in 
actual service, those on the march to relieve them, or 
returning home when reUeved. The q[)eraticms of 
husbandry will suffer in proportion. The mode by a 
draft is, I am persuaded, the only efficacious one to 
obtain them in time. Nor can the period you have 
appointed for bringing them into the field be delayed 
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wkhoot defeatmg the object I hare litde doobt tliat 
at any time, and nrach less at the pres^it jnnctiure, the 
powers of govennnent exerted with confidence will be 
equal to the purpose of drafting. The herpes of the 
people, elevated by the projects before them, will 
induce a cheerfel compliance with this and with aU the 
other measures of vigor which have been recommended 
and which the exigency requires. 

I have entire confidence that the respective l^isla* 
aires will be fully impressed with the importance and 
delicacy of the present juncture, and will second the 
views of the committee by the most speedy and vigor- 
ous efforts. 

With every sentiment of respect and esteem, I have 
the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obed't and h'ble 
servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
The hon'ble the Committee of Congress. 

From Samuel Huntington^ President of Congress, to 
Governor Livingston. 

FUadeiphk, June 15, 178a 
Dbak Sie,— Congress repeat their af^lications to 
your state. They wouhl willingly hope that their 
finrmor representations have not been ineffectual, and 
that the states are pursuing measures to enable our 
armies to take the field with a force superior to that of 
the enemy, and with such ample supplies of provision 
as will not only maintain them in plen^, but enaUe the 
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cominaiider-iii-cliieC if necessary, on any extraordinary 
occasion to avail himself of the aid of the mifitia, bat 
upon these hqies Congress dare not rely. Every mo- 
ment presses. It is necessary they should have the 
most ex]rficit assurances not only that their requisitions 
will be complied with, but that such compliance will be 
as immediate as die public wants are ui^nt The 
letter from our committee at head-quarters to you, state 
those wants without exaggeration. They state some 
facts, and leave to your government to supply odiers, 
which it would have been impri^r to commit to paper. 
The object of this address is to enforce their requests, 
and to entreat you not to repose your safety upon the 
q)irit and vigilance of others, while any means within 
your own power are left untried. The present occa- 
sion calls for the united force of America. It gives us 
great consolation that, notwithst^ding the great diffi- 
culties in which we are involved, the resources of the 
states, if speedily applied, are sufficient to relieve us 
from them. Every state in the Union is bound by the 
strongest obligations to affi>rd us their aid, and we trust 
that at this critical emergency, no present ease or con- 
venience of individuals will be put in competition with 
the lastmg happiness of millions. That die rulers of 
states will not hesitate to exert their utmost authority, 
and that the people have too much understanding to 
refuse a temporary submission to such vigorous exertions 
as are necessary to secure them from continued oppres- 
sion, and established tyranny. 

A Common Council involves the power of direction, 
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Let not oar measures be checked or controled by 
negligeiice, or partial views and interests of separate 
oommnnities while they profess to be members of one 
body. Too long have the dearest interests of America 
been sacrificed to jHresent ease. Too many of as have 
slept in hke secmrity. Let as awake before the seascMi 
for saccessfnl exertion is passed. Jadge yon whether 
the loss of Charlestown, and the situation of your grand 
army do not call for every spirited effort The objects 
which claim your immediate attention are clearly 
pmnted out by the Requisitions of Congress, and their 
committee at Head-quarters. Let them be comjAed 
with. Enable us to co-operate vigcvously with the 
fleets and army of our aUy, and we may reasonably 
hope, through the blessing of Divine Providence, for a 
9peedj and happy determination of a controversy which 
is to give fi'eedom and independence to our country. 
By order of Congress, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President. 
His ExceUency, Governor Livinqston, 



From the Committee of Co-operation to Ghvemor Liv- 
ingston. 

In Committee of Contrrew, ) 
Morristown, June 19ch, 1780. ) 

Sir, — We enclose you a copy of Greneral Washing- 
ton's letter to us of this day. 

We have in our former letters dwelt so forcibly on the 
several matters contained in the general's letter, that it is 
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miwdcome, almost unneeessary, for ub lo say aaytfaiiig 
DKNre on them. But when we consider the season for 
operation wears hst away: the sonaU force we now 
have in the field, being still fed in a scanty and nncer* 
tain mnnner : the hoorly expectation of the fleet and 
army of oor ally on oar coast, and that the commttider- 
in-chieC as well as ourselves, are as yet totally unin- 
formed what are to be oor expectations, on the subject 
of oor former letters : — be assured^ ^y we feel an anx- 
iety congenial with his. Yoo will there^we, we are 
persuaded, pardon lis for being thus solicitous, when we 
ligain entreat you, in the most earnest manner, to use 
every exertion in your power to engage your state, lo a 
speedy and decisive compliance with our ftmner requi- 
ritions. The two points we would wish to press most 
forcibly oa yours and the minds of the legislature of 
your state are, the immediately fturwarding yoor quota 
of troops necessary to complete your battalions in 
the ccmtinental army, and the suj^lies of proviaons 
agreeable to the estimates inclosed you in our letters 
of the — instant At the same time we would not wish 
you to consider any part of our former requisitions as 
becmne in the least degree unnecessary ; cm the con- 
trary, we are now strongly convinced . that they are 
already as small as the important objects in view can 
posribly admit of We may mention the two first as 
the most immediately and indii^nsahly necessary. 
For reinforced as the enemy now are, by the return of 
their troops firom the reduction of Charlestown, we 
momwtiy expect an attack will be made on our weak 
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wd almost reaisdess army. Should this event happen 
whilst in this state, we seriondiy dread the result 

From the well known inde&tigable attendcm of yoor 
state, to the wel&re of the United States, we cannot 
entertain a donbt of its exertions at this interesting 
conjuncture; and we most earnestly entreat you, to 
give us the earliest infiMrmadon of the final detennina- 
tions of your state on the subjects of this and our former 
letters. 

We are, sir, with the highest reqpect, yt most obed't 
servts, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
NATH. PEABODY. 
His Excellency, Goyemor Livingston. 



From General Wa$hingUm to the Committee of Co- 

operation. 

HdacMtoarten, SpringieU, June IQtIi, 1780. 
Gbhtlbmsm,-^! hare received information which, 
though not official, I deem authendc, that seme of the 
statM have taken up the measure of augmenting their 
battaKons by a draft on a less exteiBive footing, than 
was urged in your circular letter of the 25th of May. 
Though I wish to pay in every instance implicit def* 
erence to the determination of the respective states, I 
think it my duty, in the present crias, once more to 
declare with fireedom, that I conceive the measure of 
fiifing our battalions to their fiill con^lement, fundamen* 
talto a full co-operation upon a large scale. That 
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aiiTtfaiiig short of this, wUl infitlfibly compel as to ccm- 
fine oarselres to a mere defensire plan, except as to 
some little partial indecisiye enterprises against remote 
points, and wiU of coarse disappoint the expectaticms of 
oar allies, and protract the war. The force which has 
been stated as necessary is as small as can give as 
any prospect of a decisive effort If it is not ftim- 
ished, we must renounce every hope of this kind. It 
remains with the states to realize the consequences. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, gentlemen, your obed't ser't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From Oeneral Washington to the Committee of Co- 
operation. 

Head Quarten, Springfield, June 20, HSa 
Gentlemen, — From the vast importance of the 
things, I hoped I should have been informed before this 
of the measures which the several states meant to adopt 
in consequence of our late requisitions, but as I have 
not, I am certain you are unadvised yourselves, and have 
only to lament with you the delay. This is a pmnt of 
primary consequence. We are now arrived at the 
period when we may momently expect the fleet from 
France. Y<x want of information it has been impossi* 
Ue for me to digest a system of co-operation. I have 
no data on which to proceed, and of course were the 
armament to come, I should find myself in the most 
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delicate, embarrassing, and cmei situation. The French 
commanders, firom the relation in which I stand, the 
instant they reach, our coast will look to me for a plan 
of the measures to be pursued, and I ought, of right, to 
have one prepared. But I cannot even give them con- 
jectures. The interests of the states, the reputation of 
their councils, the justice and gratitude due our allies, 
a regard for my own character, aU demand, that I 
should, without delay, be enabled to ascertain and 
inform them what we can or cannot undertake. Be- 
sides there is a point now to be determined, on which 
the success of all our future operations may turn, which 
for want of knowing our prospects, I am altogether at 
a loss which course to pursue. 

To avoid involving the fleet and army of our allies, 
in circumstances which, if not seconded by us, would 
expose them to material inconvenience and hazard — I 
shall be obliged to suspend a step, the delay of which 
may be fotal to our hopes ; I therefore beg leave to 
surest to the committee the indispensable necessity of 
writing again to the different states, urging them to 
give immediate and precise information of the measures 
they have taken, the success they have had, and the 
probable result of them. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem 
gentlemen, your most obe't ser't, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
Hon. Committee of Co-operation. 
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From General Wuhimgton to the Committee of Co- 

operation. 

He*d-q«arten» itoekawaj, Jmie 90, 1780. 

Gentlemen,— The enemy are now ia foil foroe» 
bending their mardi towards Morristown, and bj my 
last advices, had advanced beyond Springfield. They 
were rigoroosly opposed by onr advanced corps. Bat 
what codkl the ralor of a handfnl do against so infinite 
snperiority of nand>er8 ! The enemy cm eSkct any 
particnlar object they may attempt Besides the army 
they can have no other in this state than onr stores. 
As we cannot defend them we most endeavor to remove 
them. I am so entirely engsged' in attention to oar 
military operattons, thai I mast entreat yon to write to 
the Executive of Pennsylvania and Jersey pressing 
them to bring out all the wagons they can to oar re- 
lie£ An aj^dication has been already made to Pennsyl- 
vania for two handred and fifty wagcms, these oo^ 
to be instantly fiimished. 

Bat we do not know what may be the aldmate de- 
signs of the enemy ; all we know is that they are very 
strong, and that we are very weak. I beg leave 
to recommend that the states may be again called upon 
to redouble their exertions to comply with the demands 
that have been already made upon them. It is essen- 
tial to our immediate safety, to say nothing of the ex- 
pected co-operation. If she means to be firee this is 
the moment for America to exert herself. 
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With every sentimeiit of esteem^ I have the hcmor to 
be, gentlemeB, your most hlile setrX 

G« WASHINGTON. 
Hon'Me Cmmittee of Congress. 

From the Committee of Ckhoperation to Oovemar 
Livingston^ enclosing the foregoing. 

Ill Cdmniittee of CoogreiBy Morristown, June 2ed, 1780. 

SiRt*— Impressed with the necessity of giring yon 
the emrUest information of every important occnrrence, 
we therefore . indose yon a cc^y of a letter from the 
commander-in-chief this moment received. 

From the aceumolated distresses of onr army which 
we are daily spectators of; from the jeopardy we have 
twice seen them in, and from the frital consequences 
that most have resulted from a defeat (which woald 
inevitably have been die consequence, had the enemy 
at first, and still will be should they even now pursue 
their object.) We are constrained again to call on you 
in the most pressing manner, to forward your quota 
of men and suppKes agreeably to our estimate of the 
2d instant, and prevent the total sacrifice of the few 
brave and intrepid spirits that at present compose our 
army, and avoid the indelible stain that must ccmse- 
quently be fixed on these states, should such an event 
take place. 

That part of the General's letter respecting the state 
of the stores here, is a matter of such pressing necessity 
that we conceive it to be our duty to give the earliest 
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attention to it The sitoation of the magasines at this 
point is truly deplorable, the enemy are certainly pash- 
ing at them, and we are in no condition to move them 
for want of teams ; if they do not effect their purpose 
at this time it is evident they mean to persist until the 
situation of our affairs renders it necessary for the 
remains of our army to move from hence, when there 
will be no impediment to the execution of their plan. 
We therefore hope, sir, you will enable the officers of 
the departments to improve this interval so as to effect 
their removal to a place of greater safety by having the 
teams which are requested of your state immediately 
sent forward. 

We have the honor to be your Excellency's most 
6b\ and h'ble serv'ts, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
NATH. PEABODY. 



From the President of Congress to Grovemor 
Livingston. 

Philadelphia, June 29di, 1780. 

Sir, — The urgent necessity of drawing into the 
public treasury the ten millions of dollars mentioned in 
the act of the 19th May was so fully pointed out, that 
Congress exceedingly regret the feilure of this neces- 
sary supply ; the conjuncture is ahready arrived when 
it is become essential not only to the operations of this 
campaign, but to the very existence of the army. 

Congress therefore can no longer delay reiterating 
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the most importanate solicitations that the proportions 
of each of the states be forwarded immediately. For 
this purpose they have dispatched a special messenger, 
and they tirost he will not meet with disappointment 
A forther sum must also be speedily had or it will be 
impossible for the operations to proceed. Congress 
have therefore drawn on those states for the remainder 
of their quotas to the first of March last inclusive, and 
it is their duty to conjure the seiieral states, if they 
should still be unprepared, that they will at all events 
transmit their arrears to the period last mentioned to 
the continental treasury v^ithin thirty days firom the 
date of the warrants. 

The monthly estimates of money heretofore made 
were but barely sufficient at that time; their value has 
since greatly diminished, and the payment has been 
delayed long after it became due. These circumstances 
have ahready involved our afiairs in much perplexity 
and driven to expedients which nothing but the last 
necessity could justify. Permanency and arrangement 
in the public finances must at every hazard be intro- 
duced and supported. 

In this view Congress do again with the most earnest 
solicitude press on the several states the necessity oS 
vigorous and decisive measures for carrying into fiiU and 
immediate execution their resolutions of the 18th March 
last : — the doing which, at the same time that it places 
public credit on the surest basis, will in the course of 
the year give all the relief that could possibly result 
firom a further emission equal to the whole that is now 

16 
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in circulation. These resolutions Congress are per- 
suaded are every day better understood, and that upon 
giving them their full effect very much depends the 
final establishment of our liberties. 

It is unnecessary that Congress should surest to the 
several states the expediency of providing by loans 
against any deficiency they may have reason to appre- 
hend firom their taxes. 

The blank bills« for the several states will be for- 
warded as fast as the acts of their Assemblies providing 
fimds for them are transmitted to Congress. 

By order of Congress, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON. Presid't. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, Ramapaugh, June 90d), 1780. 

Sir, — As the levies required of the states for filling 
their battalions have not yet joined the army, or the 
French fleet arrived, I beg leave to inform you that it 
will be unnecessary for the militia which the honorable 
the committee of Congress were pleased to call for on 
a late occasion to be at the place appointed for their 
rendezvous before the 25th next month. By this time 
I would willingly hope that things will be in such a 
traiu as to enable us to commence our operations and 
to make their aid essential. The present crisis is by 
far the most important and delicate that this country 
has ever experienced, and it pains me in the extreme 
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that we are so backward in all our mearares. I hope 
a moment will not be lost in pushing on the levies to 
fill the battalions. Our allies would be chagrined were 
diey to arrive to-day, to find that we have butaJiandful 
of men in the field, and would doubt, it is more than 
probable, whether we had serious intentions to prose- 
cute measures with vigor. If we do not avail ourselves 
of their succour by the most decisive and energetic 
steps on our part, the aid they so generously bring may 
prove our ruin, and at best it will be in such case among 
the mosc unfortunate, next to that of absolute ruin, that 
could have befallen us. I think it my duty, as often as 
I have the honor of addressing the states, to forewarn 
them that the completion of their battalions to their full 
complement of five hundred and four, rank and file, is 
a measure of indispensable necessity to the intended 
co-operation, and that without it we cannot even 
attempt any thing decisive. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, /our Excellency's most ob't and h'ble servant, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency,, Governor Livjngston. 



Frofti the Secretary of the Board of War to the 
Governor. 

War Office, Jaly 7tb, 1780. 
Sir, — The board have the honor to inform you that 
there are two able fortified four-pounders at Carlisle be- 
longing to your state, — ^which were removed thither in 
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the campaign of 1777, when the enemy invaded Penn- 
sylvania,— -now ready to be delivered to yonr Excellen- 
cy's order. 

The carriages belonging to these pieces are not in 
very good order, though qoite sufficient for their trans- 
portation to the Jerseys. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, yonr 
Excellency's most obedient servant. 
By order, 

BEN. STODDERT, Sec'y. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From the Committe of Co-operation to Governor 
Livingston. 

Id Committee of Congress, Camp Tappan, August 16th, 1780. 

Sir, — Inclosed you will receive copy of a letter of 
the 1 5th instant from the Commissary General. Cir- 
cumstanced as our army at present is, the information 
contained in the letter becomes truly alarming. It 
requires the utmost attention of the officers, together 
with all the necessaries and even comforts of Ufe, to 
render the service acceptable to recruits, and as the 
greater part of the army at present consist of that class 
of men, if the time should Unhappily arrive when we 
will be reduced to the necessity of putting them on 
half allowance of provisions, or probably have none to 
give them, the consequence must be that those men, 
unaccustomed to endure this species of distre^ and 
not brought to that state of discipline which can give 
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their officers that control over them they have acquired 
over the old soldiers, most revolt at the idea of tamely 
sabmittmg to a service when, divested as they are of 
every other privilege the soldiers of all armies are 
entitled to and are famished with, they cannot receive 
even the means of subsistence. If reduced to the 
extremity I have just mentioned, and an irreconcilable 
disgust should once take place among these men, and 
desertions (or periiaps something worse) begun, the 
infection will beyond a doubt pervade the whole army. 
For it is not to be expected that the few old soldiers 
now remaining will be disposed to go on, enduring the 
calamities they have so often experienced, when they 
find others equally bound with themselves, and who 
have as yet had none of those difficulties to encounter, 
manifesting so refractory a spirit at what they will 
conceive to be triffing, compared with their own suffer- ' 
ings. Should such an event take place, the train of 
ruinous consequences that will inevitably ensue, must 
at 6ace strike you so obviously as to render unneces- 
sary my entering into a detail of them. We do there- 
fore earnestly request of you, sir, that the officers of 
your state appointed to procure and forward the supplies 
may be called on in the most ui^nt manner to give ' 
their utmost attention to the important business of 
keeping the army regularly supplied with your quota of 
the articles that have been assigned to your state. As 
joa must plainly perceive, what embarrassments the 
least remission on the part of the states or any of them 
must throw us into« For it must be remembered that 
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the monthly supplies are no more than what is barely 
necessary for the consumption of the army in the lime. 

It is true that the army does not at present amount > to 
the numbers on which the estimate was made, but as 
*tbe men are daily coming we are to suppose that the 
complement of men will be made up by the end of the 
month. But at all events it is incumbent on us to be 
provided to answer the largest demands that can be 
made on us. 

It is not only the immediate supply of the army that 
the committee would wish to call your attention, but 
likewise the necessity there is of the ***** 
* * * the supplies agreeably to the requisitions that 
have been heretofore made to prevent future alarms of 
this nature, and our giving you further trouble on the 
subject. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient servant, 
On behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston.. 

From QenercU Washington to Governor Livingston. 

^ Head-qoartert, Orange-town, August 17, 1780. 
Dear Sik,— I have your Exeellency's favor of the 
4th instant. As soon as I found that Sir Henry Clin- 
ton'^retmm from the eastward had frustrated the enter- 
prise which I had in contemplation^ I directed Cokmel 
fieely to return again to Morristown with the militia, 
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and write to the commanding officer of the state de- 
tachment in Monmouth, to remain there. By a return 
from Colonel Seely, of the 10th mstant, his numbers 
only amounted to 443 ; and by a return of the same 
date from the commanding officer of the Jersey brigade 
only 159 recruits had then joined, and I hear of none 
since. These deficiencies in the last are so great and 
operate so seriously upon our plans, that I am obliged to 
represent to your Excellency the absolute necessity of 
calling upon the proper officers, in the respective coun- 
ties, to know how far they have succeeded in procuring 
the quotas allotted to them ; how many men they had 
sent forward, and whether they have any or what 
prospects of obtaining the remainder. I advert more 
particularly to the levies for the continental battalions. 
Your Excellency must be sensible that, unless the 
number of men demanded by the Committee of Co-op- 
eration in conjunction with me can be brought into the 
field, any attempt against the enemy in New York must 
be fruitless, and attended not only with disgrace but 
with an immense accumulation of uiuiecessary expense. 
Our calculations were founded upon a pretty exact 
knowledge of the strength of the garriscm, and I do 
assure you our requisitions were as moderate as circum- 
stances would possibly admit Should our continental 
battalions remain incompleted, the consequence will be 
that we must either totally abandon an enterprize upon 
which the hopes of the states and the expectations of 
our allies are fixed, or we must make up our deficiency 
by an increased demand of the militia. How distres- 
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sing this will be to the people, how incompetent to the 
end, and how destractive to the slender magazines of 
every kind, ypnr Excellency can as well conceive as I 
can describe. 

I am persuaded I need not make use of further argu- 
ments to induce an exertion to collect and send forward 
all the men actuaUy raised under the late law, and if 
that should be found incompetent to the end of obUging 
those counties which are still deficient to provide their 
quotas to fall without loss of time upon some more effi- 
cient measures for that purpose. 

I have just received advice from Newport that the 
greater part of a fleet of [victualing ships t] from England 
to Quebec, had been taken by the Eastern cruizers. 
Sixteen of the prizes had arrived in the different parts. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and 
regard, yr Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

P. S. Six levies only have joined since the return of 
the 10th. 

I have appointed the 1st September for the trial of 
Moody at this place. If your Excellency knows of any 
material evidences against him, be pleased to direct 
them to attend. 

From the Committee of Co-operation to Chvemor 
Limngston. 

Camp Tappao, August 19, 1780. 
Sir, — When America stood alone against one of the 
most poweriiil nations of the earth, the spirit of liberty 
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seemed to animate her sons to the noblest exertions, 
and each man cheerfolly contributed liis aid in support 
of her dearest rights. When the hand of tyranny 
seemed to bear its greatest weight on the devoted 
country, their virtue and perseverance appeared most 
conspicuous and rose superior to every diAculty. If 
then such patriotism manifested itself throughout all 
ranks and orders of men among us, shall it be said at 
this day, this early day of our enfranchisement and in- 
dependence, that America has grown tired of being free. 
Let us, sir, but for a moment take a retrospective 
view of our then situation and compare it with the 
present, and draw such deductions from the premises, 
as every reasonable manor set of men ought to do. In 
the early stage of this glorious revolution we stood 
alone ; we had neither army, military stores, money, or 
in short any of those means which were requisite to 
authorize assistance. The undertaking was physically 
against us, but Americans abhorred the very idea of 
slavery ; therefore, reposing the righteousness of th^ 
cause in the hands of the Supreme Disposer of aU 
human events, they boldly ventured to defy the ven- 
geance of a tyrant, and either preserve their freedom 
inviolate to themselves and posterity, or perish in the 
attempt. This was the situation and temper of the 
people of this country, in the beginning of this contro- 
versy. At this day America is in strict alliance with 
one of the first nations of the earth, for magnanimity, 
p«iwer and wealth, and whose affairs are conducted by 
the ablest statesmen, with a Prince at their head who 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 CORRESPONDENCE OP THE NEW JERSEY [1780. 

hath jastly acquired the title of the protector of the 
rights of mankind. A respectable fleet and army of 
our ally are already arrived among us, and a considera- 
ble reinforcement is hourly expected, which when 
arrived will give us a decided superiority in these seas ; 
the whole to co-operate with the force of this country, 
against the common enemy. Another powerfol nation, 
(Spain) though not immediately allied with xxs, yet, in 
fighting her own, she is daily fighting the battles of 
America, irom whence almost every advantage is de- 
rived to us that could be produced in a state of alliance. 
An army we have now in the field, part of whom 
are veterans, equal to any the oldest established nations 
can boast. Our militia firom a five years war, are 
become inured to arms. You have at the head of your 
army a general, whose abilities as a soldier, and worth 
as a citizen, stands confessed even by the enemy of his 
country. Our officers of all ranks are fully equal to 
the duties of their respective stations. Military stores 
are witliin our reach ; our money, though not so repu- 
table as that of other nations, with proper attention, we 
have reason to ^icpect, will shortly emerge firom its pre- 
sent embarrassed state, and become as usefiil as evar. 
Now, sir, from a comparative view of our circom- 
stances at the beginning and at this day, how much 
more pleasing and important must the latter i^pear 
than the former, to every dispassionate man. Then 
shall we leave to fiiture generations to say, — shall we at 
present commit ourselves to the world to exclaim, that 
when Providence had benignly put into our hands the 
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most essential ineans of obtaining by one decisive blow 
the inestimable prize we have been contending for, it 
was lost — disgracefully lost — fc»r want of proper exer- 
tions on our partt That avarice, Inxory and dissipa- 
tion had so enervated the boasted sons of American 
freedom, that, rather than forego their present ease and 
wantcm pleasures, they would tamely, cowardly submit 
to the loss of their country and their liberty, and become 
those abject slaves which their generoas nature but a 
few, very few years before would have revolted at the 
bare idea oft 

These reflections arise, sir, from the extraordinary 
backwardness of some states, and great deficiencies of 
others, in sendmg the men into the field that were re- 
quired of them near three months ago, and ought to 
have joined the army fifty days past, and an apprehen- 
sion that firom this torpitude America has forgot she is 
contending for liberty and independence, and that the 
good intentions of our generous ally will be totally 
frustrated by our unpardonable remissness. Our former 
letters to the states have been ftill on this very import- 
ant subject, and we are concerned to be driven to the 
necessity of reiteration; but our duty to our country, 
our respect for the reputation of the commander-in- 
chief of our army, impel us to it, for a knowledge of 
the force that has been required of the states for the 
campaign, and which was allowed to be adequate to an 
inqx>rtaiit ent^rise, will induce a belief in our coun- 
trymen and in the world, that it has been furnished; and 
they must stand amazed to see our army inactive and 
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things Dot in that train for operation, which oaght in such 
a case to be expected, especially at thb advanced season 
of the jear. Again, the force of onr ally now with ns, 
and the shortly expected arrival of its second division, 
must clearly evince the utility of our army being put in 
a condition to undertake an enterprize which if suc- 
cessful, must give a deadly wound to our unrelenting 
and ambitious foe. But what apology can be made, 
if when the commander-in chief of our army should be 
called on by the commander of the forces of our gen- 
erous aUy, and informed he is ready to undertake with 
him whatever measure he shall think proper to point 
out, he shall be reduced to the cruel necessity of ack- 
nowledging his inability to engage in any enterprize 
that can possibly redound to the honor or reputation of 
the arms of either nation. Sir, the reflection is too 
humiliating to be dwelt on without the extremest pain ; 
nay, horror ! 

You must pardon us, worthy sir, for the freedom with 
which we have now declared our sentiments on this 
truly interesting subject. We flattter ourselves great 
allowances will be made for our situation, when we 
daily have before our eyes specimens of that want of 
energy in conducting our affairs, which must shortly so 
isLT embarrass us as to render all foture exertions inade- 
quate to the attainment of those great purposes at 
which we aim. America wants not resources ; we have 
men (independent of those necessary for domestic pur- 
poses) more than sufficient to compose an army capable 
of answering our most sanguine expectations; and our 
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country teems with provisions of every kind necessary 
to support them. It requires nothing more than a 
proper degree of enei^ to bring them forth to make 
us a happy people. This, we trust, sir, the state over 
which you preside, will show no reluctance in contribu- 
ting her aid to, by taking such decisive measures as will, 
without loss of time, bring into the field the remainder 
of your quota of men, that have been required for the 
campaign. The articles of provisions, forage and teams 
are no less important than men, but as the ' committee 
had the honor of addressing you but a few days ago, on 
the subject of provisions, and the other articles being 
so nearly allied with that, we will not intrude it on you 
at this time. . 

Inclosed is a copy of the letter from the commander- 
in-chief of the ] 7th inst, to the committee. It will 
folly show you the state of the army at this time, and 
how great a deficiency of men there is to what there 
ought to have been before this day. However we 
hope, sir, it will be no discouragement to your state to 
using their utmost exertions for fornishing the remainder 
of their troops to join the army as soon as possible ; and 
that the idea of its being probably too late, before a 
sufficient force can be collected to promise a successfol 
campaign, will be totally banished ; for policy as well 
interest dictate to us to be always prepared to take 
advantage of every favorable conjuncture, and it is 
impossible to say how soon such a one will present 
itself. 

The general's letter treiUs this subject in every other 
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respect so fully as to render k onnecessary to add more 
than that we have the honor to be your Excellency's 
most obedient and humble servant, 

In behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. MATTHEWS. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarters, near the Liberty Pole^ ) 
Bergen County, August 26th, TidO. \ 

Dear Sir, — In mine of the 20th instant I desired 
your Excellency to discharge the whole of Col. Seely's 
militia except about one hundred for the purpose of a 
guard at Morristown, and to direct the September class 
to hold themselves in readiness to come out upon the 
shortest notice. I would only wish you to continue 
those orders, but not to call out the classes, except about 
one hundred men for the purpose above menticmed, 
until you hear from me. Our extreme distress for want 
of provision makes me desirous of lessening the con- 
sumption as much as possible. Some brigades of the 
army have been five days without meat. To endeavor 
to relieve their wants by stripping the lower parts of the 
county of its cattle, I moved two days ago to this place 
and yesterday completely foraged Barbadoes and Ber- 
gen Necks. Scarcely any cattle were found but milch 
cows and calves of one and two years old, and even 
those in no great plenty. When this scanty pittance is 
consumed, I know not to what quarter to look, as our 
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prospects from the eastward, upon which our principal 
dependence is placed, are far from being favorable. 

The monthly requisition of meat from the state of 
Jersey has been complied with in a very small degree, 
as the commanding general informs me that he has 
received but seven cattle from Mr. Dunham, the super- 
inteadent since the month of ApriL I am very far 
from complaining of the general exertions of the state, 
on the coatrary, I have every reason to acknowledge 
them upon several pressing occasions ; but your Excel- 
lency must be sensible that when the support of an- 
army is made to depend upon certain quantities of pro- 
vision to be furnished regularly by the different states, 
the fi|ilure of any one must be more or less felt 

I have the honor to be, with very great regard and 
esteem, your Excellency's most ob't and h'ble serv't, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livinoston. 

P. S. I have received your E;xcellency's favors of 
the 21st and 23d. I do not imagine it will be possible 
to discover the officer who permitted Heyden to escape, 
as the description is so exceedingly vague. As money 
does not appear from the deposition to have had any 
operation, I am led to believe that the thing has hap- 
pened more from an improper knowledge of duty, than 
from any design. I am sorry to hear of your Excel- 
lency's indisposition. 
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FVom Ganerai Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, near the Liberty Pole, > 
Bergen County, August 27th, 1780. ) 

Sir, — The hon'ble the committee of Congress having 
returned to Congress, I am under the disagreeable 
necessity of infonning your Excellency that the army 
is again reduced to an extremity of distress for want 
of provisions. The greater part of it had been without 
meat from the 2l8t to the 26th ; to obtain some relief I 
moved down to this place with a view of stripping the 
lower parts of the county of the remainder of its 
cattle, which after a most vigorous exaction is found to 
afford between two and three days' supply only, and 
those consisting of milch cows and csdves of one or 
two years old 

When this scanty pittance is consumed I know not 
what will be our next resource, as the commissary can 
give me no certain information of more than 120 head 
of cattle expected from Pennsylvania, and about 160 
from Massachusetts, I mean in time to supply our imme- 
diate wants. 

Military coercion is no longer of any avail, as 
nothing frirther can possibly be odlected from the coun- 
try in which we are obliged to take a position without 
depriving the inhabitants of the last morsel This 
mode of subsbting, supposing the desired end could be 
answered by it, besides being in the highest degree dis- 
tressing to individuals is attended with ruin to the morals 
and discipline of the army ; — during the four days which 
we have been obliged to send out small parties to pro- 
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cure provisioii for th^nselves, the most enormous 
excesses have bera committed. 

It has been no inconsiderable SQ[^rt of oar canse to 
have had it in our power to contrast the conduct of our 
army with that of the enemy, and to convince the 
inhabitants that while their rights were wantonly viola- 
ted by the British troops, by ours they were respected. 
This distinction must unhappily now cease, and we 
must assume the odious character of the plunderers 
instead of the protectors of the peojde, the direct con- 
sequence of which must be to alienate their minds from 
the army and insensibly from the cause. 

We have not yet been absolutely without flour, but 
we have this day but one day's supply in camp, and I 
am not certain that there is a single barrel between this 
place and Trenton. I shaU be obliged therefore to 
draw one or two hundred barrels from a smaU magazine 
which I had endeavored to establish at West Point for 
the security of the garrison in case of a sudden inves- 
titure. 

From the above state of facts it may be foreseen that 
this army cannot possibly remain much longer together 
unless very vigorous and immediate measures are taken 
by the states to comply with the requisitions made upon 
them. 

The Commissary General has neither the means nor 
the power of [nrocuring supplies — ^he is only to receive 
them from the several agents. Without a speedy 
change of circumstances, this dilemma will be involved, 
either the army must disband, or what is if possible 
17 
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worse, subsist upon the plunder of the people. I would 
fain flatter myself that a knowledge of our ^tuatioa 
will produce the desired relief, not a reUef of a few 
days, as has generally heretofore been the case, but a 
supply equal to the estabKshment of magazines for the 
winter. If these are not formed before the roads are 
brok^i up by the weather, we shall certainly experience 
the same diflficulties and distresses the ensuing winter 
which we did the last Although the troops haye upon 
every occasion hitherto borne their wants with unparaK 
leled patience it will be dangerous to txusft too often to 
a repetition of the causes of discontent 

I hare the honor to be, with great respect, your 
IxcelleBcy's most ob't and h'ble serv't, - 

G« WABHINGTON. 
Hts Excellency, GoVemor Lirmos'poff. 

From the President of Congress to Crovemor 
Livingston. 

Philadelidiia, September Sd^ 1780. 
Sir — Your Excellency will receiye herewith enclosed 
an act of Congress of the 26th ulto. earnestly recom- 
mending to the sereral states to take the most speedy 
and effectual means in their power for drawing in thek 
respectire quotas of the condnentd bills of credit, to be 
^testroyed eidier by taxes or by exchanging for th^n 
new bills emitted pursuant to the resolution of the 18ch 
of March last, at a rate not less than katty for one, that 
the whole of the new bills may be issued. 
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Also recommending to the several states to raise by 
taxes, payable in tbe new bilk above mentioned dr 
specie, their respective quotas of three million of dollars 
agreeable to tlie apportionment of the 7th of October 
1779, and pay the same into the treasury of the United 
States as soon as possible, the payment to be fiilly com- 
pleted by the last day of December next, each state to 
be allowed interest from the time it is paid ; to be here- 
after adjusted according to a resolution of the 6th of 
October 1779. 

You win also observe by this act provision is made 
for payment of public debts due in any of the states. 

Commissary Wadsworth is also the present Commis- 
sary General of purchases. 

And in order to prevent the possibility of a deprecia- 
tion in the new bills, it is earnestly recommended to the 
several states not to issue bills of credit for a ccmrency 
on any acount whatever, in such manner as to have in 
circulation an amount greater than their respective 
quotas of the new bills. 

And in order that justice be done to the creditors df 
these United States for supplies furnished the army, or 
tran^rtation thereof, provision is made by this act that 
such creditors be paid the just value of their debts, to 
be ascertained in the manner expressed in the act, and 
all debts due to the United States are to be justly paid 
in like manner. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your 
ExeeUency's most obedient and humble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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From Abraham Skinner, Commissary of Prisoners, to 
the Governor. 

Cominissary of PrisoneiV Office, ) 
Head Qwuten, September 9di, 1780. ] 

Sir, — The very peculiar situation of the prisoners of 
war belonging to this state who are now in the hands 
of the enemy, induces me to request that your Excel- 
lency will give me instructions relative to their situation, 
or point out some method in which their distresses may 
be alleviated and their confinement made sufierable. 

The officers who are prisoners on parole on Long 
Island have not had the least supply or support from 
this office since the spring of the year 1779 ; since which 
they have been at board on Long Island and many of 
them are at present destitute of a single ferthing, are 
liable to insult daily from their landlords, who seem 
tired of supporting them without fee or reward, and if 
their exchange could be effected, they would be detained 
for the payment of the debts they have contracted for 
their necessary support 

The citizens and privates of this state, some few 
excepted, are confined in sugar-houses and churches in 
a wretched situation, many of them without a shirt or 
blanket, and no allowance except what they receive 
from the enemy and about 3^ lbs. of bread; which is 
issued to them by the continental agent without any 
authority fr6m the legislature of the state. 

To these distresses may be added, the mortification 
the Jersey prisoners feel in seeing their fellow suffisrers 
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receire supplies from the neighboring states to which 
they bdoDg, when their past services as soldiers and 
citisens merit eqoaUy as much attention. 

I am sorry to add that at present there seems to be 
not the smallest prospect of exchanging or releasing 
those men, and that if they are not timely supported 
they most as severely feel the consequences as you can 
possibly imagme. 

I shall at all times be haf^y to render them the ser« 
vices which my duty as well as inclination may point 
out, and to fulfil your Excellency's directions with 
respect to the difficulties they labor under. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
Excellency's most ob't h'ble servant, 

ABRM. SKINNER, 
Commiss'y 6f Pris'rs ITd Ctrs. 
His Excellency, Grovemor Livingston. 

From a Cammiitee of the Jer$ey Prisoners of War to 
Governor Livingston. 

Long lalAnd, September IMh, 1780. 
8iR, — The officers, prisoners of war, and state pris- 
oners belonging to the state of New Jersey, beg leave 
to remind your Excellency of our distressing situation. 
The petition to the Assembly in May last which we 
enclosed under cover to your Excellency, we doubt not 
has been laid before them ; we not hearing from them 
since inclines us to think a multiplicity of business or 
some other cause has prevented them from paying that 
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attentioB to us that oar uigeiit necessities required ; '6$ 
jsixteeB months since we received the last sap{dy, gpreat 
part of which was disposed of in paying our annearSy 
which has ever been the case during near fcmr years' 
captivity, which many of us have experienced to the 
extreme prejudice of our minds, bodies and estates ; con- 
sequently what might appear a tder2d>l^ supply at first, 
when our debts are paid, a few necessaries purchased 
at the most extravagant prices, we generally find our- 
selves possessed of but a scanty pttance indeed. We 
therefore humbly pray your Excellency will act the part 
of an advocate for us, that we may receive both a 
liberal and speedy supply, and as we are the immediate 
sufferers we hope it will not be deemed presumption in 
us to say we think fifty pounds per man is die least that 
will answer to pay our debts and clothe us properly for 
the winter season, exclusive of what is due for our 
board, which has not been paid since the 20th of May, 
1779. 

We are, with the highest esteem, and most perfect 
respect, your Excellency's most ob't and most h'ble 
servants, 

Signed in behalf of the whole, and at their 
request, 

HENDRICK VAN BRUNT, 
JOHN MERCER, 1st Regt 
BATEMAN LLOYD, 3d. 
His Excellency, the Governor ctf N. Jersey. 
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List of the Officersof the State of New Jersey^ Prison 


ers of 


War. 


Waiiam R Gifford, 


Capt Con. 


John Munn, 


Lieut do. 


Bateman Lloyd, 


do do. 




do. do. 




do. do. 


BcfnjaiDiii Osman, 


do. da 


Jooa. Holmes, 


do. do. 


James Paul 


Ens'n. do. 


And'w Thompscm, 


da do. 


OckyWykoff 


Col. Militia. 


Hendrick Van Brant, Major da 


William Ellis, 


do. do. 


James Whidock, 


Lieut, do. 


Thomas Little, 


do. do. 


Tobias Polhimas, 


do. do. 


Jacob Covenhoven, 


Capt do. 


John Coosins, 


da do. 


And'w Bams, 


do. do. 


John Parsons, 


Lieut do. 


Aaron Chew, 


di>. do. 


Char'e Heavland, 


do. do. 


Thomas Cook, 


do. do. 


John Smock, 


CoL da 


Barns Smock, 


Capt do. 


Henry Smock, 




Hay, 


Major da 
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From Timothy Pickering, Quarter-Moiter-Oeneral. 

To the Honorable the Council and Greneral Assembly of the State of 
New Jenej*- 

Urged by my daty to the public and a regard to my 
own repatation, I am compelled to address your honor- 
able Houses on the subject of forage to suj^ly the teams 
employed in transporting stores and provisions to the 
army. At {Nresent every post is destitute ; the pastures 
are generally eaten up, and will soon £aiil altogether. 
Then, unless some magazines of forage, particularly 
hay, are formed at the necessary posts in the route 
chiefly taken by wagons, transportation must whdly 
cease, the consequences of which I need not des- 
cribe. 

By your leave, I will observe that, the mode of ob- 
taining by purchase the quotas of supjdies demanded 
by Congress of the several states, could not fail of 
involving us in the distress we now feel For had all 
the current continental money in the United States 
been brought into the public treasuries at once, it would 
have been inadequate at the curretit prices, to the pur- 
chase of those supplies only. But if one half or even 
a third part of the money current were to be brought 
into the public treasuries in the course of a year it would 
distress the people. Accordingly, it has been found ex- 
tremely difficult to collect the taxes that have been 
assessed, and if collected, they might have proved capi- 
tally deficient compared with the necessary pubHc 
expenditures. 
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The above obsenration being mccmtestibly trae, we 
may thence accoant for the distress that nniversaliy 
pervades our public affairs. Hence it has happened 
that not a single magazine, is formed, either of provis- 
^on or forage, that the army has been so illy supported 
that the troops have been near a year without pay ; 
that they have sometimes been starving, and conse- 
quendy licentious, as hunger will bear no restraint; 
hence we must inevitably experience more capital evils, 
unless the system is speedily changed, and new and 
effectual mode of obtaining supplies adopted. What 
diis should be, so £ur as it may respect the state of New 
Jersey, I earnestly entreat may be considered and 
speedily determined by your honorable Houses. But I 
beg leave to observe that, the circumstances of the army 
demand such measures to be taken, as will be quick 
and decisive in their operation, to prevent the total 
stoppage of transportation. 

The army itself will subsist as it long has done, 
(however painful and disagreeable the practice) on sup- 
plies of forage taken by military authority ; this is not 
eligible in itself, nor easily applied for the support of the 
teams employed in transportation. It is also evident 
that all attempts to purchase a sufficiency must at pre- 
sent prove ineffectual, and there seems to be no alter- 
native but impressing, in case the inhabitants refose to 
part with their forage on such securities as the state can 
give. This measure may be disgusting, but if executed 
by the civil authority will be attended with fewer evik 
than impressing by military force. 
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I have the honor to be, with very great reqpect, your 
moit obeitteBt servant, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, a M. G. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

PhilAdelphia, Sept. 14th, 1780. 

Sir, — Your Excellency will receive herewith en- 
closed, an Act of Congress of this date, requesting the 
several states therein mention to furnish iaX cattle to 
snpply the army in proportion therein expressed. Con- 
gress found themselves under the necessi^ of requesting 
the state of New Jersey to furnish for an immediate 
supply, until cattle may arrive from the eastern states, 
375 head. 

If the measures adopted by the Act enclosed should 
be complied with, as we trust they will be, there will 
be no want in future of supplies for the army this cam- 
paign. The necessity of the measure is absolutely 
indispensable, and we beUeve the state of New Jersey, 
which halh so frequently exerted itself on pressing 
emergencies, will not be wanting in her endeavors to 
comply with the present requisition. Congress would 
have exempted that state from the present request 
could they have devised any other means to feed the 
army, but as that was not in their power, it is requested 
in the most urgent terms, that the number of beeves 
mentioned may be furnished with all possible despatch, 
as well as to prevent the impending distresses of the 
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anny, as the conseqoeirtial distress that wmst £Ui apoa 
the inhahitants in the yicinity of the army. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of res- 
pect, yoar Excellency's most obedient servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



fri/fn Abraham Clark to Josiah Hornblotoer, Speaker of 
the A^emhly. 

Pbiladdpliia, October dlBt, ITW. 

Sir,— Herewith I enclose a resolution of the 12th 
inst, granting half pay for life, as well to officers reduced 
as to others. This is a kind of supplement to the reso- 
lution of the 3d, directing a reduction of the army. 
On this precipitate, and in my opinion, injudicious Act 
of Congress, it is unnecessary, perhaps improper for me 
to make any comments ; it speaks for itself, and in a 
langpage which in New Jersey will be better under- 
stood than relished. The states which had established 
half pay for life to the officers of their lines, aided 
by New York who entertains similar sentiments, forced 
this measure upon us. A measure contrary to the 
genius and political ideas of the New England States 
and New Jersey. 

In opposition to this resolution it was urged that the 
measure was unjust, improper and altogether unneces- 
sary to be forced upon the states who opposed it, as it 
was of no consequence to the United States in what 
mode any particular state gave satisfoction and rendered 
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justice to their officers, [Hrovided they kept their regi- 
ments properly officered, which there could be no doubt 
woold be done where the mode of doing it was left to 
themselves; whereas, a measore so disgustful would 
vidate and prevent the exertions so necessary at this 
time ; but no reasons could prevail upon men fixed and 
determined What is now to be done ! Will or will 
not our legislature remonstrate against this procedure 
and insist upon an exemption! If they mean not to sit 
down easy and quiet under this act» the sooner they 
explain themselves upcm the subject, the better, as I 
believe no reductions have yet been made in the army. 
As some persons are of opinion it would be of gene- 
ral utility for Congress to repeal that part of the reso- 
lution of the 18th of March, which admits rendering 
one dollar of the new emission in lieu of 40 of the 
old; it may be proper for the legislature to instruct 
their delegates upon the subject, in case they think the 
measure advisable. This hath not been moved in Con- 
gress, nor do I know that it will. I do not wish in this 
to call your attention from more important matters 
unless you think this a matter of consequence. The 
subject I have not considered maturely since the new 
emission is passing, where issued, at a depreciation of 
near one half, owing as is supposed, to fixing the same 
at one for forty of the old emission. The expectation 
of Congress in that act was that the new biUs would 
fix the value of the old, but we find the value of the 
new is fixed, and varies with the old. As the laws of 
our state are conformable to the resolutions of Congress 
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your delegates cannot consent to any akeration without 
yonr direction, should the same be moved and become 
ever so necessary under the present change of circum<- 
stances. This tie makes any consideration of the sub- 
ject unnecessary in your del^ates without your partic- 
ular orders for that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with all proper regard, 
your obed't and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Hon. Josiah Hornblower, Esq. 



From Judge Paierson to Mr. Stevens. 

Raritan, December 4«ii, 1780. 
Sir, — On my return from Sussex Court I met with 
your letter, which notified me of my beipg in the dele- 
gation for Congress. The appointment was unex- 
pected, especially as some of the gentlemen of the 
Legislature were fully possessed of my sentiments on 
the occasion. From the commencement of this con- 
test I have held myself bound to serve the public in 
any station in which my fellow-citisens might place me, 
and it is therefwe with regret that I find myself under 
the necessity of declining the present appointment I 
look upon it, however, as an act of justice to myself, as 
well as of respect to your honorable body, to declare 
that my non-acceptance of the delegacy is owing to its 
interference with my ofl&cial duty in another line. The 
business of a criminal nature in this state is at present 
intricate and extensive, it unavoidabty occupies the fiur 
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greater part oi my time. I feel its weight, and have 
more than once been ready to sink under it. Of the 
bnstness of Congress, its variety, extent and impcnrtance 
I shall forbear to speaL Viewing these offices as I do, 
I am convinced that no one man can exeeate them both 
at the same time ; if he can acquit hin»elf well in one 
of them at once, it is full as much as can reasonably be 
expected. I am sure I shall count it one of the hap- 
piest circumstances of my life, if in the execution ot 
my present trust alone I can give satis£eicti<m to the 
public under which I act 

I am, sir, with respect, your ob't and h'ble servant, 

WM. PATERSON. 
The Honorable Mr. Stevens. 



From the President of Congress to Oovemor 
Limngston. 

In Congress, January I5tt, 17SI. 
Sir, — A circular address to the respective states of 
liie 9th^ day of November last communicated a requi- 
flitioii of Congress tor the service of the current year. 
This act and the system of the 18th of March respect- 
ing our finances include the principal means whi<A 
their present powers have enabled Congress to adopt 
for prosecuting the war. Measures so deeply inleresft- 
ing not only demand the unremitted attention and 
vigorous tuf^port of the Legislatures, but Congress 
mof^ to be infonned of their pogress widi the utmost 
pieeisioii; bo^ are necessary to die public credit, to Ae 
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saccess of oar miKtary operations, to the verj existeiice 
of oar armies. By an act of the 21st of October the state 
agents are directed to transmit to the commander-in- 
chief and to the Commissary General respectively, 
monthly returns of all suppfies which shall be drawn 
into their hands, specifying the articles and the maga- 
zine where they shall be deposited; it is equally 
incun^ent on die state Treasurers to make similar 
returns to the board of treasury of all the taxes which 
shall be brought into their respective offices, and of the 
issues of the new emissions. These are regulations 
which cannot be dispensed with, and it is recommended 
to the legidatures to enjoin them under such penalties 
as will enforce a prompt and punctual obedience. 
Besides those supplies for the current year which can- 
not be anticipated without the utmost danger, the pay 
in arrear to the army demands your most serious con- 
sideration. The honor of government, and military 
order and discipfine depend on its regular discharge. 
Nor was a fond sufficient for thi^ and other purposes 
neglected : for had the requisitions for taxes prior to the 
act of the ISth of March been productive ; had the 
warrants on the state treasurers for the bahmces of 
those states drawn so long ago as the first of July, been 
satisfied, a complaint of this nature could not have 
existed. 

We are not unapprized of the embarrassments at^ 
tending the collection of taxes firom the credtit given on 
commissaries' and quarter-master^s certificates for th^ 
suppwl of the army/but it is^mantfsst that Ccmgresa 
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could not provide a remedy, It was found expedient 
to discontinue the emission of paper money, and, from 
various causes public necessities were not relieved by 
loans, at the same time, Jthough the measure was em- 
braced of extmguishing those certificates in the taxes. 
Hence the treasury has been destitute of supply, almost 
every resource being cut off at the same instant ; in vain 
have we endeavored to obtain a knowledge of the 
amount of those certificates or how fax they have been 
reduced, and they continue to obstruct every plan 
which hath been devised for restoring public credit and 
supporting the war. 

This is a subject to which the authority of the legis- 
lature alone is competent, and it will become their 
wisd(»n and their zeal for public service, to give it the 
fullest investigation. In the mean time an immediate 
provision for the pay of the army is indispensably ne- 
cessary. We need not dwell upon the injustice or the 
probable effects of a delay. They are obvious and 
. alarming ; and we efirnestiy call upon the several states 
to devise [Hrompt and efficient means for remitting to 
the paymaster-general, on warrants to be issued in his 
favor, the respective quotas assigned to them by the 
enclosed estimate. The necessity of great and spirited 
exertions becomes every day more evident, while the 
cruel policy of our enemies raises universal indignation 
and abhorrence: it admonishes us that no time is to be 
lost in rescuing our bleeding country from desolation, 
and establishing its independence on the basis of an 
honorable and permanent peace. However great may 
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be the barthens which we are called apon to sustain, 
let us remember that they are the price of liberty, and 
that they have been common to every people who have 
dared to straggle for social happiness against violence 
and oppression. Let as reflect on oar solemn engage- 
ments to devote our hves and oar fortunes to the best of 
causes; and we shaD find that we cannot be destitute 
of resources. Let us review the past miseries of a lin- 
gering war, and the danger of its further protraction, 
and we shall seize the golden opportunity of co-opera- 
tiog with our generous ally by every possible effort to 
render the approaching campaign glorious and decisive. 
K we are enabled in this stage of the conflict to defend 
ourselves by annual taxes, can we hesitate to interpose 
our responsibility or to contribute a portion of our cap- 
ital! Will a people whose fortitude and patriotism 
have excited the admiration of Europe, languish at the 
bright dawn of triumph, and endanger the public hap- 
piness by a selfish parsimony! While Congress enter- 
tains just sentiments of their coostitaents, there can be 
no place for such humiliating apprehensions. On the 
contrary, we shall look with confidence for a liberal 
compliance with every requisition which the public 
exigencies dictate. Experience has pointed out the 
dangers to which we have been exposed by a want of 
punctuality in former suppUes, and we are persuaded 
that those dangers will for the fixture be carefiiUy pre- 
vented. 

For our own part we have left nothing unessayed to 
render the operations of the war more vigorous and 

18 
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successfiiL We have applied for naval succours from 
abroad. If we no longer continue unfortunate in the 
importation, we shall not want a competent supfdiy of 
clothing, arms and ammunition. We are once more * 
attempting a foreign loan of specie ; we have pointed 
out and required the aids of men, provisions, and money, 
which in every event must be produced from our own 
internal resources ; we have strenuously ui^ed upon the 
states a punctual compliance on their part with those 
requisitions, with the states who alone have authority to 
execute, with an enlightened people who know how to 
estimate the blessings for which we contend : it remains 
to give the measures which we have reconunended their 
full and seasonable effects. 

By order of Congress, 

SAM- HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

From the President of Congress to Ghvemor 
Livingston. 

Philaddphia, Febnuuy 8, 1781. 
Sir, — Your Excellency will receive enclosed two 
important resolves of Congress of the 3d and 7th inst, 
recommending to the respective states as indispensably 
necessary that they vest a power in Congress to levy 
for the use of the United States, a duty of five per cent, 
ad valorem, at t^e time and place of importation, upon 
an goods, wares and merchandize, of foreign growth 
and manu&cture, which may be imported into any of 
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the said states from any foreign port, island, or planta^ 
tion after the first day of May, 1781, except arms, &c 
therein expressed. Also a like duty on all prizes and 
prize goods. 

The monies arising from the said duties to be appro- 
priated to the discharge of the principal and interest of 
the debts ahready contracted on the frdth of the United 
States for supporting the present war, and the duties 
continued until the said debts are finally discharged. 

You will observe from the tenor of the resolves, that 
if any one or more of the states immediately pass a law 
vesting in Congress the power requested, it cannot take 
effect or operate to any purpose until all the states that 
are not prevented by the events of the war shall have 
passed similar laws. That is, at present, all the states 
except South Carolina and Georgia ; and when all the 
states have passed the necessary laws, the money arising 
fiT>m the duties is to be appfied for their benefit, exclu- 
sive of the remaining states, unless such states shall 
pass similar laws the first session after the events of the 
war will admit of the assembling their legislatures; and 
Congress have not the least doubt of their complying 
as soon as circumstances shall put it in their power. 

The necessity of the duties and imposts being raised 
under one general and uniform direction, is an idea 
that will readily suggest itself. I am specially directed 
to urge the necessity of calling the Assembly, if not 
ahready convened, for the purpose of vesting Congress 
with the powers mentioned in the enclosed resolutions. 
Although it may be improbable any person not particu- 
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larly acqaainted with the daily business in Congress^ 
should have an adequate conception of the difficulties 
and embarrassments that arise for want of some certain 
and pevmanent fund to support the national credit and 
cement more effectually the common interests of the 
United States, yet I doubt not the wisdom, knowledge, 
and penetration of the respective legislatures will view 
those embarrassments as very great 

It ought to be remembered that loans are not to be 
obtained without some permanent fund established, at 
least to discharge the annual interest punctually ; that 
the army in the present state of our finances, must be 
in a great measure immediately supported by the states, 
separately and perhaps very unequally ; and a train of 
embarrassments, too obvious to need enumeration, 
must ensue ; which have already been felt in a degree 
and must greatly increase. I have only to add that it 
will be of importance to transmit to Congress the Acts 
that may be passed in consequence of the enclosed re- 
solves as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1781,] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 277 

From the Prendent of Congre$9 to Chv. Livingston. 

Pliiladelpiiia, March 23, 1781. 

SiE, — ^Yonr Excelleiicj will receire herewith en- 
closed two acts of Congress of the 16di and 23d inst, 
directing diat all debts liquidated in or contracted for 
specie value, shall be paid in specie or other money 
equivalent, according to the current exchange compared 
with specie. Also recommending to the several states 
to amend their laws making the bills of credit emitted 
under the authority of Congress a legal tender, so that 
such bills shall not be a legal tender in any other man- 
ner than at their current value compared with gold and 
silver. But what will more particularly claim the at- 
tention of your legislature as of great importance, is the 
requisition for six millions of dollars^ that is, one million 
and an half to be paid quarterly, the first quarterly pay- 
ment to be made on the first day of June next, the 
quota of each state being apportioned in the enclosed 
act, and payment to be made on this requisition, as also 
die several others thi^rein referred to, in gold or silver, 
or bills emitted by any of the states whatever, in 
pursuance of the resolutions of the 18th of March, 
1780. 

This assessment is not to be considered as the pro- 
portion of any state, but being paid, is to be adjusted 
and settled with interest in fiiture upon equitable 
principles in the manner expressed in the act. It 
is with rehictance that Congress are compelled to make 
this requisition, but the absolute necessity of the case 
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will appear so obvious that we presume the respective 
States will yield a ready and cheerful compliance there- 
with to the utmost of their power. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem and res- 
pect, your Excellency's most obed't and most humble 
servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

PhiladiJphia, Maj 14di, 1781. 

Sir, — The United States in Congress have this day 
received intelligence of so alarming a nature that they 
think it their indispensable duty immediately to forward 
it to you ; and at the same time to assure you that upon 
a serious review of public affairs they are ccmvinced 
that unless the several states immediately and punctu- 
ally comply with the acts and requisitions of Congress, 
the worst of consequences must ensue. 

Had the states paid due attention to the act of 18th 
March 1780, and complied with the requisition of the 
26th August, the quarter-master would have been in 
capacity to do his duty and to have forwarded the sup- 
plies which the states were called upon to furnish by 
the act of the 4th November. But as that has not 
been done, the states must now not only furnish the 
snppfies, but they must also forward them to the places 
where they are wanted. For this purpose I enclose an 
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earnest recommendation passed this day upon receipt of 
tile intelligence above mentioned, and flatter myself 
that from the necessity of tiie case your state will 
strain every nerve and exert every power to send 
forward the supplies and prevent the fatal events which 
mnst otherwise inevitably ensue. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, 
yoor most obedient, homble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Abraham Clark to the Chairman of the Joint 

Meeting. 

Princeton, Maj 34tfa, 1781. 

Sir, — My long and steady attendance in Congress 
for sixteen mondis past, makes it necessary for a relax- 
ation of my mind and restoration of my health, that I 
retire for some time at least, and if agreeable to the 
legislature I wish it may be to the end of my present 
delegation, and that my resignation may be accepted, 
which this is intended to solicit 

By my absence there will be but two members 
remaining, and they mean to attend only one at a time; 
this in the course of a few days will deprive this state 
of a representation unless an appointment of one or 
more members speedily take place. ' I continued of the 
same opinion as heretofore, that three members are 
jNreferable to five, provided such can be found who will 
devote dieir time to that service, and unless they do I 
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am clearly of opinion you had better have ncme, but in 
this I do not suppose that one member is to attend 
alway and the other two alternately, which hath long 
been the case ; few constitutions can bear such constant 
attendance, some relaxation is necessary. 

With all due regard and esteem I have the honor to 
be, sir, your obed. and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
The Hon. John Stevens, Esq., Chairman of the Joint 

Meeting. 

Front General Phil. Dickinson to the Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

Hermitage, May 25th, 1*481. 

Sir, — ^I think it a duty incumbent on me to represent 
to the hon'e the legislature the present wretched, feeble 
contemptible and disgraceful state of our military com- 
panies, praying they would be pleased to take the same 
into consideration, and make such an arrangement as 
will reflect honor on themselves and give security to 
the state. 

I submit to the honorable legislature whether it 
would be improper to form a regiment of artillery, con-* 
sisting of two companies, taken from the different 
regiments contiguous to Trenton and Princeton, being 
central and places of security, (for the times,) under the 
command of a CoL or Major, as shall be judged most 
proper ; and instead of the Captains and subs, being 
chosen by the companies, have them appointed by the 
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honorable l^islatore, as very few of the present officers 
are qualified for such service. I do not mean the least 
reflection on those gentlemen who hold commissions in 
the artillery, but it requires a practical kind of knowl- 
edge which can only be acquured by study and practice. 
We find firom experience that artillery give a confidence 
to troops that possess them, and are essentially i^cessary 
in the field. We have dragged a few heavy iron 
pieces through this war, to this day, wretchedly supplied 
in every respect Whilst the militia of the neighboring 
states appear in the field with an ample supply of brass 
artillery, the necessary apparatus and camp equipage of 
every kind, the militia of New Jersey, whose services 
in the field have been fi-equent, and without a compli- 
ment I may say inferior to none on the continent, are 
entitled to an indulgence which, in their opinion, con- 
tributes to their honor and security. I mean a proper 
supply of field artillery with the appendages. 

As this address proceeds from the strongest attach- 
ment to the just and virtuous cause in which we are 
engaged, and the honor and safety of the state are so 
deeply interested in the equipment of our militia, I 
flatter myself this application will meet a favorable 
reception from the honorable legislature. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most 
obed't ser't, 

PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
Hon'e JosiAH Hornblower, Speaker of the Assembly 

of the State of New Jersey. 
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From Robert Morris to Ghvernor Livingston. 

Hiiiadelphia, Julj 26di, 1781. 

Sir, — I had the honor to write joa on the 16th mst 
enclosing a certified copy of the account of joar state 
as it stands in the treasury books of the United States. 
I now {uray leave to recall yonr attention to it It gives 
me very great pain to learn that there is a pemicioas idea 
prevalent among some of the states that their accounts 
are not to be adjusted with the continent Such an idea 
cannot fail to s{H*ead listless langour over all our opera- 
tions; to suppose this expensive war can be earned on 
without joint and strenuous efforts is beneath the wisdom 
of those who are called to the high offices of legislation. 
Those who inculcate maxims which tend to relax their 
efforts most certainly injure the common cause, what- 
ever may be the motives which inspire their conduct 
If once such an opinion is admitted, those states who do 
least and charge most, will derive the greatest benefit 
and endure the smallest evils. 

Your Excellency must perceive that shameless inac- 
tivity must take place of that noble emulation which 
ought to pervade and animate the whole Union. It is my 
particular duty, sir, while I remind my fellow-citizens 
of those tasks which it is incumbent on them to per- 
form, to remove if I can every impediment which lies in 
the way, or which may have been raised by disaffection, 
self-interest or mistake. I take therefore this early 
opportunity to assure you that all the accounts of the 
several states with the United States shall be 'speedily 
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liquidated if I can possibly effect it, and my efforts fi>r 
that purpose shall be unceasing. I make this assurance 
in the most solemn manner, and I entreat the conse- 
quences of a contrary assertion may be most serioudy 
weighed and considered before it is made or believed. 

These accounts naturally divide themselves into two 
considerable branches, viz. those which are previous 
and those which are subsequent to the Resolutions of 
Cimgress of the 18th March 1780. The former must 
be adjusted as soon as proper officers can be found and 
appointed for the purpdbe, and proper principles estab- 
lished, so as diat they may be liquidated in an equitable 
manner. I say, sir, in an equitable manner, for I am 
determined that justice shall be rule of my conduct as 
far as the measure of abilities which the Almighty has 
been pleased to bestow shall enable me to distinguish 
between right and wrong. I shall never permit a 
doubt that the states will do what is right, neither will 
I ever believe that any one of them can expect to 
derive advantage from doing what is wrong. It is by 
being just to individuals, to each other, to the Union, to 
all, by generous grants of solid revenue, and by adopting 
energetic measures to collect that revenue, and not by 
complainings, vauntings or recriminations, that these . 
states must expect to establish their independence and 
rise into power, consequence and grandeur. I speak to 
your Excellency with freedom, because it is my duty so 
to speak, and because I am convinced that the language 
of plain sincerity is the only proper language to the first 
magistrate of a free community. 
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The aceoants I have mendoned as snbseijaeiit to the 
reeolations of the 18th March 1780, admit of an immedi- 
ate settlement The several states have all the necessary 
materials ; one side <tf this account consists of demaub 
made by resolutions of Congress long since forwarded ; 
the other must consist of the compliances with those 
demands. This latter part I am not in capacity to 
state, and for that reason I am to request the earliest 
information which the nature of thhigs will permit of 
the moneys, supplies, tranq>ortation, &c., which have 
been paid, advanced or furnished by your state in order 
that I may know what remains due. The sooner foil 
information can be obtained, the sooner shall we know 
what to rely on and how to do equal justice to those 
who have contributed and those who have not, to those 
who have contributed at one period and those who 
have contributed at another. I enclose you an account 
of the specific supplies demanded of your state as 
extracted firom the journals of Congress, though without 
any mention of what has been done in consequence of 
those resolutions, because as I have already observed, 
your Excellency will be able to discover the balance 
much better than I can. 

I am forther to entreat sir, that I may be fovored with 
copies of the several acts passed in your state since the 
18th March 1780 for the collection of taxes and fur- 
nishing supplies or other aids to the United States, the 
manner in which such acts have been executed, the 
time which may have been necessary for them to ope- 
rate, and the consequences of their iteration. I most 
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also pray to be informed of so much of die iatemal 
policy of your state as r^tes to the laying, assessing, 
levying and ccdlecting of taxes. I beg leave to assure 
your Excellency that I am not {urompted either by an 
idle cariosity or by any wish to discover what prudence 
would dictate to conceal ; 'tis necessary I should be in- 
formed of these things, and I take the plain, open 
candid method of acquiring information. 

To palliate or conceal any evils or disorders in our 
situation can answer no good purpose ; they must be 
known before they can be cured, we must also know 
what resources can be brought forth that we may pro- 
portion our efforts to our means and our demands to 
both. It is necessary we should be in a condition to 
prosecute the war with care before we can expect to 
lay down our arms with security, before we can treat 
of peace honorably, and before we can conclude it with 
advantage. I feel myself fittened at every moment 
and embarrassed in every <^ration, from my ignorance 
of our actual state and of what is reasonably to be 
asked or expected. Yet when I consider our zeal, 
w^th and numbers, and when I compare them with 
those of other countries, I feel a thorough conviction 
thgit we may do much more than we have yet done and 
with more care to ourselves than we have yet felt, pro- 
vided we adopt the proper mode of revenue and expen- 
diture. Your Excellency's good sense will anticipate 
my observation on the necessity of being informed what 
mon^s are in your treasury, and what sums you expect 
to have there, as also of the times they must probaUy 
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be broaght in. In addition to this I most pray you to 
cmnmunicate the several appropriations. 

A misfortune pecofiar to America requires that I 
entreat your Excellency to undertake one more task, 
which perhaps is far frcmi being the least difficult 'Tis, 
sir, that you will write very fully as to the amount of 
the several paper currencies now circulating in your 
state, the probable increase or decrease of each, and 
the respective rates of depreciation. 

Having now stated the several communications which 
are most indispensable, let me entreat of your Excel- 
lency's goodness that they may be made as speedily as 
possible, to the end I may be early prepared with those 
jNTopositions which, from a view of all the chcumstan- 
ces, may be most likely to extricate us from our present . 
difficulties. I am also to entreat that you will inform 
me when your legislature is to meet ; my reason for 
making this request is, that any proposals to be made 
to them may arrive in season for their attentive delibe- 
ration. 

I know that I give you much trouble, but I also know 
that it will be pleasing to you because the time and the 
labor will be expended in the service of your country. 
I^ sir, my feeble but honest efforts should open to us 
the prospect of American glory, if we should be able to 
look forward to a period, when, supported by solid reve- 
nue and resources, this war should have no other dura- 
tion or extent than the wisdom of Congress might 
allow ; when its object should be the honor and not the 
independence of our country ; if with these frur views 
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the states should be roused, excited, animated in the 
pursuit, and unitedly determining to be in diat happy 
situation, find themselves placed there by the very de- 
termination ; — i^ sir, these things should happen soon, 
the reflection that your industry has principally contri- 
buted to effect them, would be the rich reward of your 
toils, and give to your best feelings their amplest grati- 
fication. 

I have the honor to b^, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and humble servant, 

ROfiT MORRIS, 

8. J. of Fmance. 
His Excellency, the Governor and Commander-in-chief 
of the state of New Jersey. 

From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Finances, August 22, 1781. 

Sir, — I have already in a former letter forwarded to 
your Excellency an account of die specific suppKes 
which Congress had demanded from your state. It 
now becomes my duty again to press for a compliance 
with those demands. 

The exigencies of the service require immediate at- 
tention ; we are on the eve of the most active operations, 
and should they be in any wise retarded by the want 
of necessary supplies, the most unhappy consequences 
may follow. Those who may be justly chargeable with 
neglect will have to answer for it to their country, to 
their aUies, to the present generation, and to all pos- 
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terity. I hop6» entreat, expect the utmost pos^ble 
efforts on the part of your state, and I coo&de m your 
Excellency's pradence and vigor to render those efforts 
effectaal. I beg to know most speedily, sir, what sap- 
plies are cdlected, and at what places, as also the time 
and places at which the remainder are to be expected. 
I cannot express to you my solicitude on this occa- 
sion. 

My declaration to Congress when I entered upon 
administration, will prevent the blame of ill accidents 
from lighting upon me, even if I was less attentive than 
I am ; but it is impossible not to feel most deeply on 
occasicHis where the greatest objects may be impaired 
or destroyed by indolence or neglect. I must, there- 
fore, again reiterate my requests, and while I assure you 
that nothing but the urgency of our affairs would ren- 
der me thus importunate, I must also assure you, that 
while those affairs continue so urgent, I must continue 
to importune. 

With all possible respect I have the honor to be your 
Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBT MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of N. Jersey. 



From Abraham Clark, Delegate to Congress, to the 
Speaker of the Assembly. 

Phaadelphk, Oct. 33d, 1761. 
Sir,— 'The instructions of the legislature respecting 
the western lands, and Indiana claims, &c., have been 
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received and attended to. The cession of Vii^ia and 
die Indiana claim, Sic., are before a Committee who 
have not jet reported. The few states at present rep- 
resented in Congress will render anj proceeding in this 
business difficult if not impracticable ; a determination 
cannot be had withoat a fuller representation. 

With regard to a division of the Islands and Bars in 
Delaware Bay and River, I beg leave, with all due 
deference to the opinion of the legislature, to propose to 
your consideration, whether it will not be best to apply 
to the legislatures of Pennsylvania and Delaware for 
such a division previous to any application for the ap- 
pointment of commissioners. A settlement by commis- 
sioners agreeable to the confederation wiH be attended 
with a large expense, when in all probability the busi- 
ness can be effected by the legislatures with little, if any. 
Mr. McKean assures me the legislature of Delaware 
will cheerfoUy come into the settlement you propose, 
they are sensible of the necessity of the measure ; he 
informs me their grant takes in all the islands in Dela- 
ware Bay, but thinks they wiSl notwithstanding divide 
with us. I do not remember the bounds of the grant 
to New Jersey, so fieur as may respect the islands, and 
have never seen those of Pennsylvania and Delaware. 
With regard to Pennsylvania, if a settlement can be 
effected by acts of the legislature, it will be the most 
cheap and expeditious m^hod, and I cannot yet find 
there will be any objection to it here ; it can at least 
be proposed to the legislature; but those applications 
your delegates are not empowered to make. I have 

19 
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conversed with all mj colleagues upon this subject, 
(except Dr. Witherspoon, who hath just made his ap- 
pearance,) and find we all concur in opinion, but we 
all are equally at a loss for the meaning of the words, 
^* Saving and reserving to all persons their legal and 
equitable claims;'' as in the preceding words jou claim 
joU such islands and bars as lie between the Jersey shore 
jondthe main channel of Delaware Bay and Bioery with 
ihe rights of soil and jurisdiction. In the grant to 
New Jersey both soil and jurisdiction are granted ; the 
jK>il is become the proper^ of the West Jersey Proprie- 
tors, that is, all such land as is within the limits ; those 
limits being settled, I suppose no person can have a 
legal claim within the same except under the Proprie- 
tors, and it can hardly be supposed the legislature meant 
to countenance any claim under Pennsylrania or Dela- 
ware within such bounds, though the wwds equitable 
claims seems to hold up such an idea in faror of long- 
possession. K this is intended, nothing short of laws 
in the respectire states can be binding ; commissioners 
can have nothing to do with the private rights of indivi- 
duals in cases like these. 

If it should be the pleasure of the legislature to make 
any proposals to Pennsylvania and Delaware, I think 
the same should be pointed out with precision, or at 
least such precision pointed out to such as may be em- 
powered to negotiate the business. Mi^t I give my 
opinion, I should suppose the main channel a proper 
boundary as far as the tide flows ; beyond that, where the 
main channel cannot be ascertained, by depth of water : 
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islands lying nearest shore of either state to belong to 
such state. As this may only respect jurisdiction, the 
right of soil will require particular attention, in which^ 
possibly, respect will be had to possessions of long stand- 
ing, which had in the first acquiring them the appear- 
ance of legafity on their side. 

I haTe the honor to be, with all due respect, sir, your 
obedient and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
The hon'ble the Speaker of Assembly. 



From the President of Congress to Chvemor 
Livingston. 

nuladdphia, Oct Slst, 1781. 
Sir, — Your Excellency will reoeire herewith inclosed 
a Proclamation, recommending to the several states 
that the thirteenth day of December next, be set apart 
as a day of Thanksgiving and Prayer. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your obedient and most humble servant, 

THOS. MCKEAN, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, It hath pleased Almighty God, the Father 
of Mercies, remarkably to assist and support the United 
States of America in their important stru^le for lib- 
^^Jt against the long-continued efforts of a powerful 
nati<m, it is the duty of all ranks to observe and thank- 
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fiUly acknowledge the i&terpositioiis of his FrovULence 
in their behalf :— Through the whole of the contest, 
from its first rise to this time, the infla^ice of Divine 
Providence may be clearly perceived in many signal 
instances, of which we mention bat a few : — 

In revealing the coonseis of our enemies, when die 
discoveries were seasonable and important, and the 
means seemingly inadequate or fortoitons. 

In preserving and even improving the union of the 
several states, on the breach of which our enemies 
placed their greatest dependence, — 

In increasing the number and adding to the zeal and 
attachment of the friends of liberty, — 

In granting remarkable deliverances and blessings 
with the most signal success, when affairs seemed to 
have the most discouraging appearance,' — 

In raising up for us a most ^powerful and generous 
ally in one of the first of European Powers, — 

In confounding the counsels of our enemies, and suf- 
fering them to pursue such measures as have most 
directly contributed to frustrate their own desires and 
expectations: above all — 

In making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of 
those states, when in their power, and their savage de- 
vastation of property the very means of cementing our 
Union, and adding vigor to every effort in opposition to 
them ; and as we cannot help leading the good people 
of these states to a retrospect on the events which have 
taken place since the be^ning of the war, so we may 
recommend in a particular manner to their observation 



Digitized by 



Google 



1781.] iXBouTnn fkom 1776 ra 1786. 29$ 

the goodoess oi God in the jear now drawing to a 
eonchukm in wliich the Ccmfederation oi the United 
States has been completed, — 

In which there have been so many instances <tf 
prowess and success in oar armies, particnlariy in the 
ioathem states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties 
with which they bad to straggle, they have recovered 
the whole country which the enemy had overrun, leav- 
ing them only a post or two on or near the sea,—* 

In which we have been so powerfully and efi^tualfy 
assbted by our allies, while in dl the unjust operations, 
the most perfect harmony has subsisted in the allied 
army : In which there has been so plendihl a harvest, 
and so great abundance of the frutts of the ^arth of 
every kind, as not only enable us easily to supply the 
wants of our army, but gives comfort and happiness to 
the whole people, — 

And in which, after the success of our allies by sea, 
a general of the first rank with his whole army has 
been captured by the aUied forces under the direction 
of our commander-in-chief. 

It is therefore recommended to the several states to 
set apart the thirteenth day of December next, to be 
religiously observed as a day of Thanks^ving and 
Prayer ; that all the people may assemble on that day 
with grateftil hearts to celebrate the praises of our glo- 
rious Benefactor, to confess our manifold sins, to offer 
up our most fervent supplications to the God of aQ 
grac^ that it may please him to pardon our offences, 
and incline our hearts for the foture, to keep all his 
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kw8, to comfint and relieve all oor brethren who are in 
distress or captivity, to prosper oor hosbandmen, and 
give strength to all engaged in lawful commerce ; to 
impart wisdom and integrity to oor counsellors, judg- 
ment and fortitude to our officers and soldiers ; to pro- 
tect and prosper our illustrions ally, and favor our united 
exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, honor- 
able, and lasting peace, to bless our seminaries of learn- 
ing, and cause the knowledge of God to cover the 
earth as the waters cover the seas. 

Done in Congress the 26th day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of the 
Independence of America. 

THO« MCKEAN, President- 
Attest, Chs. Thompson, Secretary. 

From Oovemor Livingston to the Speaker of the 
Assembly. 

TVenton, Noyember 2l8t, 1781. 
Sir, — On my being elected to the government in 
October 1780, 1 informed the then Assembly by l^ter 
to the Speaker, after having pointed out how greatly I 
had suffered in the payment of my salary by the depre- 
ciation of the money, that I accepted the appointment 
for the then ensuing year, in confidence that, whatever 
the salary might be, the honorable House would make it 
good As I never received any answer to the terms of 
die acceptance, I had reason to conclude that their 
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sflence evinced tkeir acquiescence ; and as oar legtsk- 
tnres are annual, unless every succeeding one thinks 
itself bound bj the engagements of its predecessors, it 
is certain that all faith in govemment must necessarily 
be annihilated. And indeed had I made no intimation 
whatever on the subject, I cannot presume that the 
present legislature would think it reasonable that I 
should be paid the nominal sum stipulated, without any 
allowance for the depreciation of the money, which 
would in effect amount to a declaration that my services 
were not worth above four hundred pounds a year, and 
that such salary was a sufficient support for any credit- 
able family. As I can assure the honorable House that 
the augmentation of my fortune was never my object in 
accepting of any office, so neither ought the House to 
expect that, besides a man's time,—- especially when he 
devotes the whole of it to the pobKc service, to the 
necessary neglect of his domestic afiairs, — he should 
also exhaust his private patrimony. That the money is 
dejNredated, sir, is not my fault, but should I be obliged 
to receive it for what it is not, I should nevertheless bear 
the punishment It is probable that the legislature wiU 
finally keep its fiiith respecting its redemption, but that 
avails not me nor any other public officer who does not 
hoard up the money on speculation, but must part with 
it at its current vahie. To conclude, sir, I rely on the 
honor and justice of the House: I am not soliciting for 
&vor, only ask for justice. This is due to every man^ 
and that I am persuaded so respectable a body as the 
repres^itatives of the people of this state will deny to 
no man. 
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I have the hcmor to be, with great respect, air, yoiir 
most humble servant, 

WIL. LIVINGSTON. 
To the honorable the Speaker of the General AnenMy 

of the state of New Jersey. 



From the . President of Congress to Grovemor 
Livingston. 

Philadelpitta, Deember ISdi, 1781. 
Sia, — ^Akhoo^ the present aspect of cor poUk 
affairs is truly fisivorable, and opens to oar riew liie 
brightest prospects of a glorions peace and the unmo- 
lested possession of the invaloable rights we have nohty 
dared to ccmtend for, yet a relaxation in onr exerttoas 
will not only be disgraceful, but may prove dangerous 
and even fatal to our liberties. Congress on their part 
are determined to prevent both the one and the other. 
By their act of the 10th infant, a copy of whichlhave 
the honor of inclo^g, they call upon the legiabitiure of 
each state in the most pre^ng manner to comjdate the 
quota of troops assigned to them. The same act also 
contains several other requisitions, and the whole of 
such evident magnitude and importance as render it 
unnecessary to urge any thing more upon the subject 
I have the honor, likewise, of transmitting to your 
Excellency a copy of an act of Congress of the 11th 
instant, recommending to the legislature of each stete 
to ascertain their number of white inhabitants, as soon 
as practicable. A foundation for equal justice on a 
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vaiy inprntant occasmi being die ob^ tkey ioLve in 
view in deskkg thb infonnatioB, yow Excdlancy and 
die legiriatnre of jour state will, do doobt, ooneor widi 
me in opinion that the bosiness shonld be accmnplialMd 
with all possible accoraey and dispatch. 

I have the honor to be, with great roqiect, sir, yonr 
Excellences obedient and very hnmble servant, 

JOHN HANSON, Presid't 
His Excellency, the Governor id New Jexaej. 



Address of Cangreu to the States. 

Deember ITdi, 1781. 
The United States in Congress assembled, to die 
legislatnres of the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chnsetts, Rhode Isbnd and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticttt, New York, New Jersey, P^insylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nordi Carolina, Sonth 
Carolina and Georgia. 

Gbntlbmsn, — We are happy to observe that the 
present year hath been distinguished by the redactiott 
of a powerfbl British garrison in Yii^inia, and that omr 
arms have also been prosperous in other parts of the 
United States. But to infer that our inexorable foe is 
subdued beyond recovery may be attended with ruioous 
consequences. These events vidll yield but momentary 
advantages unless supported by vigorous measures in 
foture. 

From an assurance that peace is best attained by 
preparations for war, and that in the cabinet of nego- 
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ciatioQB thoM ai^^ommts carry with tkem the greatoit 
wdght which are enforced not only with a retroi^pect of 
important victories, hot by a well grounded prospect of 
fiitare successes. We have called upon you for eight 
millions of dollars and for your respective deficiency of 
the military establishment. Seven years have nearly 
passed since the sword was first unsheathed The 
sums expended in so long a period in a just and neces- 
sary war must appear moderate, nor can this demand 
for pecuniary aid be deemed exorbitant by those who 
compute the extent of public exigencies and the propor- 
tion of the requisition to the abilities of the states. 
Suppose not that funds exist for our relief beyond the 
Kmits of these states. As the possessions of the citi- 
zens constitute our natural resources, and firom a sense 
of their sufficiency the standard of war was erected 
against Great Britain, so on them akme we now rely. 
But erven if loans were attainable, their amount would 
be merely commensurate with our ability and inclina- 
tion to repay, and by nothing can both be more satii^c- 
torily evidenced than by a generous exertion amidst die 
languor of public credit 

Arguing firom the former dilatoriness of supplies, the 
enemy after having abandoned serious expectations of 
conquering by anus, anticipate it in imagination firom 
the dissolution of our public credit They cannot, 
however, deny the firmness of the basis ci this confed- 
crated country, the firuitfufaiess of its soil, and die 
industry of its people. 

But the want of money is not the only source of oar 
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difficulties dot do the enemy gadier consdation from 
the state of finance alone. We are distressed by the 
thinness of oor battalions, so vulnerable does the bold- 
ness of navigation render the very bosom of these states, 
so dispersed in some parts is the population, and so 
rapid our enemy in transportation, that they seize and 
exhaust lai^ districts before their ravages can be 
checked. The requisition for the completion of your 
battafions is therefore not only reasonable but indispen- 
sable. 

Tardiness in the collection of our troops has con- 
stmntly encouraged in the enemy a suspicion that 
American opposition is on the decline. Hence money 
firom time to time is poured into the coffers of our 
enemy, and the lender perhaps is allured by the prospect 
of receiving it with an usurious interest, from the spoils 
of confiscation. 

To whom, then, rather than yourselves, who are 
called to the guardianship and sovereignty of your 
country, can these considerations be addressed t Joint 
laborers as we are in the work of independence, duty 
impels us to admcmish you of the crisis. We possess 
no funds which do not originate with you ; we can 
conmiand no levies which are not raised under your 
own acts ; well shdl we acquit ourselves to the worid 
should peace, towards the acquisition of which so ilhis- 
trious a point hath been gained, now escape our 
embraces by the inadequacy of our army or our treas- 
ure ; for an appeal to this exposition of your affairs well 
demonstrate our watchfubess of your happiness. 
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We coBJare yon lo revMrnbet what coi^daice we 
diall establiA in the breast of that great monardi who 
haa become a party m o«r pditical welfare, by a bold, 
energetic display of our ability. 

We therefore trost in your attention and zeal to avatt 
yoors^es at this important crisis of the glorioaa adTaa^^ 
tages lately obtained by a foil compliance with the 
reqoiskions of men and money which we hare made to 
yoo, the necessity of which halh been pointed out ta 
us by the matorest consideration on the present circom* 
stances of these United States. 

By order of CongresSi 

JOHN HANSON, Preside 
State of New Jersey. 



From Abraham Clark to the Speaker of AuenMjf. 

Philadelphia, December 17tfa, 1781. 
Sir, — Yonr fovor of die 10th tome, and of the 15th 
to the Delegates, encloring your instructions, were re- 
ceived yesterday by Mr. Go^enhoven. The instructions 
were laid before Congress, and the matters therein orged 
are reftMrred to a committe, and will be duly attended ta 
Upon receiring the instructions relative to the islands 
in the bay and river Delaware, the applications we 
were directed to make we all understood was for a set- 
tlement of boundaries agreeable to the confederation ; 
and being informed by the delegates of Pennsylvania 
and Delaware that such an expensive mode of setde- 
ment might be avoided, as their states would gladly 
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come into the meaaure. This oecanoned oar delay at 
that tune, and abo mj leit&t at the first n^eting of the 
Legislature. Hearing -^nothing from joa for some 
weeks, we determined to proceed on the business, which 
I took the liberty to inform yon of by letter ; bat in 
taking the basiness ap we found onrselves at a loss to 
discover the real wish and intentions of the Legidatore, 
as the apf^^ations directed were different frmn the 
mode pointed oat in the ccmfederation for setthng 
boandaries. This, Mr. Hoaston engaged to infcnrm you 
o( we never once conceived a thought diat you doubted 
your right to the islands contiguous to our shore until 
meeting with Mr. Treat a few days ago, he infonned 
ne of your doubts in that respect, which are confirmed 
by your letter of the 10th. 

We shall at all times pay due respect and attention 
to any mstructions we may be charged with, at the 
same time think it our indispensable du^ to advise you 
of the difficulties that may probably arise in the prose- 
cation. If a title to the islands and a line of jurisdic- 
tion is afi that the legislature had in view, they will, J 
presume, be satisfied by Covenhoven that the basiness 
can only be effected by jmnt concarrence of the states 
concerned, without any interference of Congress. It 
is however suggested that your real dedgns were, to 
estabUdii a precedent for Congress to dispose of all 
unappropriated crown lands in the several states. This 
I cannot believe was had in contemplation by you, as 
we had no intiniations of it, but whether trae or false 
will be a most effectual bar to our obtaining any grant 
for the following reasons. Most of the states having 
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within their claims large quantities of unappropriated 
lands, will not agree that Congress shall exercise such a 
right unless it be orer such lands as shall be ceded, and 
i£ our application should be considered as a cession of 
oar claims to the islands, they will, if thej do any thin^ 
sell them at foil ralue, in which we shall by your appli- 
cation lose what we hare a just right to by the law of 
nations, and settle no precedent to our advantage, which 
you may be assured will be carefully guarded against 
Congress is now represented by only nine states, the 
jealousies that will arise on an application for a grant 
wiU influence most of the states to oppose it on erery 
political principle. Seven states are necessary to con- 
cur in every question of the smallest moment, in all 
wherein there is any appropriation nine states must 
concur. What chance have we then in the present 
case t None that I can see but the loss of what we 
have an induMtable right to, and which we have in our 
power to hold the peaceable possession o£ 

As the business before Congress will not at present, 
and for some days to come admit of a consideration of 
this matter, we can readily comply with Mr. Covenho- 
ven's desire to let the matter rest for a few days, till you 
can be informed of the above and such other mattas 
relative thereto as he will be able to communicate. 

I have the honor to be, with all due respect, sir, your 
obed't humble serv't, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Hon'e John Mbhelm, Esq., Speaker of the Assembly. 

P. S. I wish this repres^itation might be cmnmuni- 
Cated to the Council -"^'^ * ' 
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Circular. 

Pkaadelphia, Jaanaiy 38d, 1782L 

Sir, — ^Although it may be somewhat oat of my 
proYince to address your Excellency on a subject not 
immediately of a military nature, yet I consider it ao 
nearly omnected with, and so essential to, the opera- 
tions under my direction, that I flatter myself diat my 
interference will not be deemed impertinent 

Upon apjdying to the superintendent of finances to 
know how far I might depend upon him for the pay, 
feeding and clothing of the army for the current year, 
he very candidly laid open to me the state of our 
moneyed affairs and convinced me, that although the 
assistances we had derived from abroad were consider- 
able, yet they would be by no means adequate to our 
expenses. He informed me further that to make up 
the deficiency, the states had been called upon by C(m- 
gress for eight millions of dollars for the service of the 
year 1782, and showed me the copy of a circular letter 
firom himself to the several legislatures, in which he 
had so fully and clearly pointed out the necessity of 
a compliance with the requisition, that it is needless 
far me to say more on that head, than that I entirely 
concur with him in opinion so &r as he has gone into 
the matter. But there are other reasons which could 
not be so well known to him as to me, as having come 
under my observation, and which therefore I shall take 
the liberty to mention. 

Your Excellency cannot but remember the ferment 
into which the whole army was thrown twelve months 
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ago for the want of pay and a regular supply of cloth- 
ing and provisions, and with how mach difficulty they 
were brought into temper by a partial supply of the 
two first and a promise of more regular supplies of alt 
in future. Those promasas the -soldiery now begin to 
dakn, and akhou^ now we shall be able to satisfy 
diem tolerably witli respect to clothing, and perfectly 
with regard to provisions, (if the financier is enabled 
to comply with his contracts,) yet there is no jNrospect 
of obtaiiung pay, until a part of the money required 
of the states can be brought into the public treasury. 
You cannot conceive the uneasiness which arises firom 
the want of so essential an article as money, and the 
real difficulties in which the officers in particular, are 
involved on this account The favorable aspect of our 
affairs, and the hopes that matters are in a train to 
affi>rd them relief, contribute to keep them quiet, but I 
cannot answer for the eflfocts of a disappointment 

Enabling the Financier to comjdy with his contracts 
ii a matter of the utmo^ consequence, the very eadat- 
ence of the army depends upon it. Should he fiiil in 
his payments, the ccmtract ceases, and there is no 
ahemative left but to disband or live upon the seizure 
of the neighboring property. The saving to the public 
by feeding an army by contract, is too well known to 
naed any illustration, and that alcme ought to be a 
sufficient indwMient to the states to find the means of 
adhering to it 

It will perhaps be ui^ged that the sum caHed for is 
immense, and ^beyond the ability of the country to 
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]ay. Tbere is 0110 plak wswer to tbtt obfedioiit 
BhoaJd it be made. It ki, if tbe war b earned on, a 
oertain expeose moit be increaaed, and that aiich ex* 
jpaoae most be drawa from the people, either by a ipu^ 
tia], cniel, and I may say, ittegd seisniie of that pio* 
perty, which lays most convenient to the an^, or by a 
repikr and a^jpiitabJe tax in BMaey or q>eoifie articles. 
Money, if it can be pro<mied,ii lo bo prefinrved, becMoa 
it is neither Kabla to waste, nor is it expensive in the 
mode of coUection or transportadoa ; wfaenas, I think 
I may venture ,to say, that a great proportion of the 
^ecific articles have been wasted, after the people have- 
funithed them ; and that the transportation alone of 
what have reached the army, has in numberiess instan- 
ces oost more than the value of the articles themselves. 

To bring this war to a speedy and happy oancliisifflii 
most be the fervent widi of every lover of hit countfy, 
and sure I am diat no meana are ao Itfcidy to effect 
thip, as vigorous preparations Sor another canqiaigiL 
Wbethff then we conank oar true interests, aubsisiitial 
oconcMoy, or sound policy, we shaS find that nhunctan 
and langoor are of all things to be avoided. Coodset 
of that hind on our part, will produce freah hopes and 
new exertions on that of the raenqr ; whereby the war, 
which has already held b^ood the generd expeoiaiion, 
may be pnKtacted to sm^ a length, Am the people^ 
gr^Moiing undttr the burden of it, and despaimig ei smh 
eess, may tkv^k any change a change ier the bener. 

I will dwi with a eeqasat thait your EMuHenoy w!l 
be gpod enough to take the fint eppoitimi^ of laying 

20 



Digitized by 



Google 



906 COEEUPOHOEIICK or THK mw JSE8ET [1782* 

these my sentiments before the legislatare of your state. 
From the attention they hare been pleased to pay to 
any former requisitions or representations of mine, I am 
encouraged to hope that the present, which k equalfy 
important with any I have ever made, will meet with a 
fistvorable reception. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your £x- 
cdlency's most obed't and hlble senr't, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
: His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Woihington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-qnsrtmi, FUladelpliia, Jan. 31, 1'282. 

Sir,— -I have the honor oS transmitting herewith, ac- 
curate returns of ihb number of men now in service 
from your state, in order that measures may be tak^i 
for completing the regiments to the full establishment, 
agreeably to the resolutions of Congress ot the 10th of 
Decmnber. I cannot omit so favorable an occasion of 
expressing to your Excellency my sentiments on this 
subject, and of entreating in the most earnest manner, 
that there may be a speedy, pointed and effectual com- 
fdiance with those requisitions. 

It will, I flatter myself be unnecessary to recapitulate 
all the arguments I made use of in the circ^liur letter I 
had the honor to address to the governors of the seve- 
ral states, at the close of the campaign of 1780, in 
frhich it must be remembered I took the liberty to urge, 
from the knowledge J had of our afiairs and a series of 
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experience, the policy, the expediency, the necessiQr of 
recrniting the anny, as the only probable means of 
iHTinging the war to a speedy and happy conclusion. If 
those ailments had any influence at that time, if the 
consequent exertions were crowned with success, if the 
present crisis exhibits new and more forcible induce- 
ments for still greater efforts, let me point your Excel- 
lency and the legislature to those considerations, and 
especially let me recommend in the warmest terms, that 
all the fruits of the success which have been obtained 
the last campaign may not be thrown away by an in- 
glorious winter of languor and inactivity. 

However, at this advanced stage of the war it might 
seem to be an insult on the understanding to suppose a 
long train of reasoning necessary, to prove that a res- 
pectable force in the field is essential to the establish- 
ment of our liberties and independence ; yet as I am 
apprehensive the prosperous issue of the combined ope- 
rfition in Virginia, may have (as is too common in such 
cases) the pernicious tendency of lulling the country into 
a lethal^ of inactivity and security ; and as I feel my 
own reputation, as well as the interest, the honor, the 
glory and happiness of my country intimately concerned 
in the event, I will ask the indulgence to speak the more 
freely on those accounts, and to make some of the ob- 
servations which the present moment seem to suggest. 

That the broken and perplexed state of the enemy's 
affairs, and the successes of the last campaign on our 
part, ought to be a powerful incitement to vigourous pre- 
parations finr the next ; 'that unless we strenuously exert 
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QUf^dfW to piofit \iij tb«9e TOfc e fi ( »g , we f^biaU wft osAj 
lose all thespUdadvwtvgefi tim wight b»4eriTe4 6^9in 
theiq^ b«t we shall become contemptible 'm ow own 
fiyes, 10 the eyes of oor enemiaik ip the opiokm of {Kie- 
t»nty ant} eyepi in the ^stuoat^ c^ the whole woHd; 
which will consider us as » i»auoo nnwof^ of pmp* 
parity hecaase we hoow oot how to mak^ a ligbt we 
of It } tbat althovgh we ^wot by the best concerted 
plans, abscJut^y couui^and success ; although the r»Qe 
19 not always to the swifi; or the battle to the fKrong, 
without pr^supiptoondy waitiog for miracles to be 
wrought in om fiivor, it is Mr ipdispensabto dsly 
with th9 deepest gratitude to Heaven i^ the pf^t, and 
hmpble confidence in its sniiles on onr fiiture op^ratioiis, 
to mal^ use of all the means in our power for our de- 
fence and security. That this period is partiaubrly 
important; because m> drcamstaocos ^oe the com- 
mencement of the war have been so £|vorahle for 
the recruiting 3ervice as th^ present, and hecauae it is 
to be presvm^d from the iqcrease of popnlatio* and the 
hriyiapt prospects before ur, it is in 09r power to com- 
plete the army, before the qiewng of the campaign; 
tbat however flattering these prospects may be, much 
^ r^mniui to be done, whiqh cannot probab^ be 
e^ec^fd, unless the army isrecmited to its entabhsh me n t t 
and consequently the eondnwmce or teiminatioA of 
th? war seem principally to rest on t^e rigor and demsion 
of the rtates In thi^ interesting point. A»d final^, that 
it is ow first otsfct of policy, 9o4er weiy am^^oeaW* or 
P9ssibl# case, to havo a powarfijl aawy in t^ finl4> frf 
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w^maiC mppM9 tliar Mefdy ti^ «itiier Asposad ""t* 
pNMoiitadie war or •ntsr iifto a iieg<)datira for pea^e*** 
There ii na other akMmatifro; die former positiofi, a 
ra^iemable army beeoines neeessary to eottaferact the 
eMlny aiid to pMtemt the acctttnalatiiig expeniea of a 
lia^irifl^ war j on the lattet, netlRiig bttt a deeMed^ 
si^elief force can enaUe ns bol^ to ptodftka our 
righto, and dictate the kw at the pacification. So that 
whateirer laajr be the diepOBitioD of the enemy, k iv 
eiidently onr oidy hitereet and economy to act M^ 
ralfy;afld ex€Vt ov^rsdtee greatly during the pi«99ai 
wtetv to cntoff at once ai die expenees of the war hf 
pMting a period to k. 

And ioon might that day arrive, soon mig^ we hfff^ 
t# ei^ d» MMsingi of peace, if we Doiild eee agaift 
ui# iatfe animation in Ae canee of onr comitiy ini|dr# 
e¥0tf breaai; Aie same passion for freedom and i^itary 
glory impd oar yonth to the field, the same £mntefest«' 
ed patriotism pervade every rank of men, aa was con* 
spicnoua at die commencement of this gloriom^ rev<4a^ 
ticm. And I am persuaded only some great occasion 
was wanting, sacb asr the present moment eihSiils^ to 
kindle the latent spark of that patriotic fire into a gen- 
eroos flame ; to roose again the unconquerable spirit of 
liberty, which has sometimes seemed to slumber for 
a^nide, into the fnlUvigor of action. 

I cannot condade this letter without expres^ng my 
ML expectation that dke several states, animated iridif 
tfeer DtoMest principles, and convinced of the poKcy of 
comi^ying fitithftdly with the requisitions, wiD be only 
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randous which shall be foremost in fomishing its 
^ota of men, that the calcQlatioii of the nnmbem 
wanted to ^ the deficiency, may be so anq>le, as^ 
(allowing for all the casualties and deductions) will be : 
sufficient certainly to compile the battalions ; that the 
measures for this purpose may be so ezfrficit, pointed 
and energetic, as will inevitably furnish the recruits in 
season; and that such checks may be established to 
jHrevent imposition in the quali^ of the men, that no 
recruits may be accepted, but those who are in foot 
able-bodied and effective. Should any of a different : 
description be sent to the army they must be rejected, 
the expenses thrown away, and the service injured, 
though others are required to fill their places ; for it is 
only deceiving ourselves with having a nominal instead 
of a real force and consuming the public provisions and 
clothing to no effect, by attempting to impose decrepit 
or unpfoper imtk or boys upon us as soldiers. 

With the highest re^ct I have the honor to be, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 

His ExceUency, Governor Livinostoii. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Hesd-Qjosiim, PhUadriphis, Maroh 5tli, 1783. 

Sir, — The operations of the next campaign toeing 

contingent, depending in a great degree up<m measures 

which are not within my controul, and very much upon 

the plans of the enemy and their efforts to carry them 
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into.ezMatioii, it is impotsiUe for me at ibis time to 
mj whether any or how many militia the states in thiji 
part of the continent may be called upon to fornish for 
the purposes of the ensoing campaign ; but as I perr 
saade myself it is die wbh of erery one of them to see 
a Tigorons c^nsire plan prosecnted, with a view of ter* 
minating the war honorably and speedily ; it becomes 
my duty to inform that, the continental force (admitting 
the battalions should be completed) aided by any auxil- 
iary troops that I have any expectations o^ is totally 
inadequate to the first and great object which presents 
itsdf to our riew ; and therefore it may be essential to 
my future plan that the executive powers of the states 
should be (if they are not so afaready) vested with suffi- 
cient authoriQr to call forth, properiy equipped, such a 
body of militia as the exigencies of the service may 
require ; — the demand will not be made but in case of 
necesnQr, and will be postponed as long as possible. 
The consequences therefore of the want of such powers, 
or of the delay occasioned by calling an Assembly, in 
such an emei^ency m^ht prove fatal to our operations, 
and injurious to our cause. 

I need not add how much it is my wish and dewre, 
and how much the public interest will be promoted by 
it, that the continental regiments should be completed— 
every man of which these are deficient vnll add to the 
drau^ting and doubly to the pubfic expenses — ^while 
these troops will not be so competent to the purposes 
for which they are wanted, to say nothing of the disad- 
vantages which agriculturers and manu&cturers vrfll 
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msodii by faariti^ th« laborers And artiMos ottted off 
froiii tnebr ^(0drlL 

I would beg leate to surest that the longer term the 
fltf tia caa be drawn om lor, the more beneficial and 
leas etpensii^ will their services be i and that, in caae 
of a siege, thc^ oa^t to be engaged dnring the caa^ 
timiance of k» or oatil relieved by an e^al ntonber, so 
that the operating strcoigth may not be diminished at a 
crhieal moment, when it may be most wanted. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, yonr Exedlency's most obedient servant, 

CP WASHINGTON. 
Wb Excellency, Governor LivmoeTOfr. 



From Oemeral WashingUm to Ghvemor Limngstm^ 

H«lul4itmrte», M iky 4tii, VKSL 
Snt,<~I find myself arrived at that period at whidb I 
hoped to have seen die battalions of the several states 
completed to their fhH establishment, hi ciwformity to 
the requisitions of Congress of December last 

From the returns of recruits which I have been aUft 
to obtain, I am very sorry to observe that my expecta- 
tions in this respect are almost totaUy disappointed. 

Afi my accounts from Europe concur in declaring 
that the British king and ministry are stffi deteranned 
to prosecute the war. It becomes therefore our decided 
duty to be prepared for these hostile intentions in what- 
ever way they are to be carried into e^^cutitm, to do 
which our utmost exertions will he called tot. Toa 
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wffl siifl^ 1116 tberefora to intfett tl^ 
tty expectations from die milittfff operatioitg of ddl 
Mftsoii, not another motMnt mxy be loit in providing 
Ibr and earrjrfaig into most efiMtnal exeeotion the fidt 
complecion of their bnttaUoiia. It is acaroely neoeaMrf 
to faifonn yon that on thte eicpeetathm nD my cafenk^' 
dons most be formed, and on tias event will depend all 
file hopes of the ensnittg campaign. 

My mteillgence of die actaal idd wUcb we fluiy 
expect from onr allies^ is not 80 explicit as te lead ttieco 
decide absohitely on the mode of operations for dM 
campaigny bat were our expectations c( soj^[K>rt vtottt 
diat qnwter erer so promlsiflg, yet frcnn the negigenM 
imd hngoor of die states from whenoe our own ex«rdont 
tte to fl^Ming, I am not at diis day enabled to gite any 
assnrance of otir being prepared to co-operate with tm 
allies in any great objects, equal to dietr expeotationi or 
onr own abiKcy. 

I am sorry to acquaint yonr Excellency that I have 
the best anthority to inform yon that the coort of l^i^ance 
is much dissatisfied wi A this want of vigor in the states^ 
and with that dii^ioiition which appears wilHttg At 
least, if not desirons, to cast all the burden (tf the 
American war upon them. Wavmg the jnsdoe and 
impolicy of such a temper (which to me appear very 
cottspicQons) how hamifiating is the idea of {facing 
i^Kin others our dependence for snpp(M beyond that 
pomt which abscrfnte neeesrity cfictates. How ^Kscoar^ 
aging to our allies, and how dishonofable to onraelves^ 
must be oar want of rigor and utmost exertk>n at a 
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time wheo^ if we are not wanting to ourselves oar 
prospects are the fidrestdiat oar wishes cookleztrad to. 

I am sorry to find from die proceedings of the sereral 
states, that their calculations of deficiencies, formed oa 
application made to the towns who famish the men, are 
greatly diflferent finom the returns sent fropi the army. 
I forbear to mention many reasons which mi^t be 
assigned to produce this difierence, and which in my 
iqnnion originate principally within the states^ and wiB 
content myself with this one observation, that should 
the states deceive themselves in this respect and fiiil to 
fornix the expected force in the field, they will not <mly 
cast an essential injury on the army, but the unhappy 
consequences of a fiulore in our military operations will 
reverberate upon themselves, whilst recrimination will 
have no effi^t towards alleviating our protracted mis- 
fortauies and distress. 

Although money matters are not within the line of 
my du^, yet as they are so intimately connected with 
aU military qierations, and being lately informed by the 
financier, in answer to some small requisitions on him, 
that he has not yet received one penny in money from 
any one state up<m the requisition for the 8,000,000 
doUars, but that on the contrary some statesare devising 
WBjB to draw firom him the small sums he has be^i 
able otherwise to obtain, and that he is now but scarcely 
able to feed the army from hand to mouth :«— I caimot 
forbear to express my apjNrehensions from that quarter; 
and to urge with all the warmth of zeal and earnestness 
that most pointed and spirited attention of your state to 
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die actasd raisiiig and colfecdiig their proportkm of the 
mentioiied reqnisifioiL Upon the present [dan of non- 
comjdiance to reqnisiticMis for m^i and snp[dies, let me 
seriously ask yoar Excellency how is it possible to sap- 
port an army in money or recruits ! how is it possible for 
iis.to continue the war t to what a wretched state must 
we soon be reduced ! how dangerous is it to suffer our 
ajflhirs to run at hazard t and to depend upon conting^d- 
des. To what do the present measures tend, but to the 
utter ruin of that cause which we have so long and so 
nobly suj^rted^and to crush all the fair hopes which the 
present mcmient places before us, were we ooiy to exert 
the power and abifities with which Providence has so 
bountifolly blessed this country. But if the states will 
not impose, or do not coUect and apply, taxes for the 
support of the war, the sooner we make terms the 
better. The longer we continue a feeble and inefiect- 
ual war, the greater will be our distress at the hour of 
submission. For my own part I am folly convinced 
that without the means of execution no officer, who- 
ever he may be, who is placed at the head of the 
miMtary department can be answerable for the success 
of any plans he may propose or agree to. Upon this 
subject I will only add that from past experience and 
present prospects I am persuaded that if the states 
would fomish the supplies agreeable to late requisitions, 
and would suffer the pay, clothing and subsistence of 
the army to go through one common channel, that two 
thirds of their former expenses would be saved, and 
many partialities, discontents and jealousies whidi 
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SOW rabMt wooM be teoMnred, and ttn 6dteblisltttiettt df 
order, regtilarity and harmony in am pabKc tdftdtS 
WMild take place, whidh cannot arise from the preMnt 
difi^ointed and diierent tfystems of finance whldl aM 
adopted by serrate statesr. 

While acting in my onlitary capacity' I ant sensiftte 
of the impropriety (^ stepping into the fines of dtfl 
polity. My anxiety for the general good, and aik 
eaf<iest de^tt to bring this long protracted War to a 
happy issnej^-^'^hen I hope to retire to that peadefol state 
of domestic pleasnre from whence the caH of my conn- 
try has brooght me to take an actite part, and to wMch 
I most ardently wish a speedy retm1i,<^I hope will fur- 
nish my excnse with yonr Excellency and the I^iirfa- 
tore when I request yonr pardon for this trespass. 

If I should have occasion for the militia of yoiir 
state, the call wiB be sndden, and their movements mtiSf 
be rapid, otherwise great expense wiH accrue and dh^ 
grace and disappointment wifl ensue. For ttie^ 
reMons I beg leave to recall yonr EitceDency^s atten* 
tkm to my letter of the 5th March last, and fo pray 
most earnestly that every previous arrangement may hii 
taken to facilitate their mardi when requested. 

I have ^e honor to be, sir, yomr Excellene/s iodit 
obedient servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Sicelleney, OovV LiviNostofi. 
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From General Washington to Chvemor Livingston. 

Sir, — Since writing the above I have been fi^mistu^d 
with iUJidry English «nd New York papers containifig 
the last inteUig;ence from England, with the debates of 
Parliament upon several motions respecting the Amm- 
can war. Lest your E^^^llency maj not have h^en 
^vored with so fhll a sight of these papers 4s J h^ve 
been, I take the liberty to mention that I have pernsed 
these debates with great care and attention, with a view 
if powbla to penetrato their real design. And upon 
the most mature deliberation I sm obliged to declare it 
as my opinion that the measure in all its views, so far as 
it respects America, is merely delusory, having no 
serious intent to admit our indepoidenoe, but is calcu- 
lated to produce a change of ministers, to quiet the 
minds of their own peopla, and reconcile them to a 
<^mtnnance of the w»r,^»nd is meant to amvse this 
country with a &]se idea of pe«ce to ^w w off fivm 
our <u)nn«ctioii with Fnwce, wd to lull w into » mte 
of secnrii^ and inafrtiivity, which taking placat the min* 
iftry will be bit to pvoseoate the war in odier pajrt9 Qf 
the world w^tb greater vigor and effect 

Your ExceHency will permit me on this occasion to 
pbwrv^ that if even the nation and parliament are 
raaJHtjr ip fidiast to obtain p9a<?e with Am^ricai it will 
w»donbt«d^ ba wisdom w »s to torn <;bem with gnat 
ca^ftion and <;inmmspa9tiavb and by all m^a«s tQ jMfqp 
.fl«r Bfm ^ in onr bapdfi andin^taad of r^mng «ie 



Digitized by 



Google 



'318 CORREBPOIIDENCB OF THE NEW JERSEY [1782. 

iota in our exertions, rather to spAng forward widi 
redoubled vigor, that we may take advantage of every 
fovorable opportnniQr, until our wishes are fuUy obtained. 
No nation ever suffered in treaty by preparing even in 
the hour of negotiation most vigoroudy for the field. 

The industry which the enemy are using to propa- 
gate these pacific reports is to me a very suspicious 
circumstance, and the eagerness with which the people 
as I am informed are catching at them, is in my opinion 
equaUy dangerous. 

I am your Excellency's most obed't servant, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livinoston. 



From Robert Morris to Oovemor Livingston. 

Qfllee of Finance, Joly 2Mi, 178SL 
Sir, — Finding that several states are still id the habit 
of making partial payments to their troops, as well as of 
expending monies for the purchase of clothing, it be- 
comes my duty to inform you that the requisitions for 
die service the current year included both the pay and 
clothing of the continental army. Any payments 
which the several states may think proper to make, or 
any expenditures for clothing or the like, cannot be 
admitted in deduction firom the quota assdgned thent 
It becomes necessary for many reasons which I will not 
-trouble your Excellency with the enumeration of, diat 
nothing be received firom the states but money. This 
ak>ne can prevent those intricate accounts which hith- 
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erto have involved every thing in a labarynth of dm- 
fdsion. Had the states complied with the requisitions 
made on them for the current service in any degree 
poportionate either to the magnitude and urgency of 
the occasion, we should ere this have had the pleasure 
of knowing that our army enjoyed all the emofaunents 
they have a right to ask for. I take the liberty to add 
that it would be proper to cause accounts to be trans- 
mitted to the Paymaster General as speedily as possible 
of what has been advanced for pay, that he may at 
least [Hrevent a double credit for the same sums. With 
respect to the pay which may have become due anteri- 
orly to the first day of January 1782, it will become a 
part of that debt firom the United States, for the funding 
of which revenues will be required firom the several 
states, so soon as Congress shall have digested their re- 
lutions on that subject 

I have on many occasions delivered the sentiments 
contained above to several of the states, as circumstan- 
ces called or occasion required, but it appears necessary 
to make the formal communication to all, and there- 
fote I must pray your Excellency to excuse my repeti- 
tions which may have happened. 

Before I close this letter I must observe, sir, diat of 
four millions payable according to the requisitions oi 
Congress, by the first instant, I did not receive forQr- 
thousand dollars. Judge then of the anticipations 
which were necessary to bring us where we are. Judge 
of the situation in which we are placed ; and be not 
surprised at any consequences which may foHow firom 
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that owveml negbct wfcoeb 19 «like oaAcewnti^le and 
infixcQifible. 

I have tfaa honor po be» with very groat reqpeot, sir, 
yov ExeeUmey'i laoac obedient a^d han^ aervant, 

ROBT MORRIS. 
His Excdlency, Qoveroor of New Jersey., 

From Robert Morris to Gowrrwr Livingston^ 

Office of Fipaiice, SOdiJulj, }TO^ 

Sir,— ^I do myeelf the bouor to endoae the extract c^ a 
letter received from a confideotiai conespondeat ia aw 
of the Uiiited ^utaa. The evil there mentioned ia of 
po dangwiiBS a nature, that phoiild it [Nrevail in any de- 
^peas the coiu»9qaenc^ may be fatal. I know that the 
selfish spirit there oooqplained of is bat too prevalent, 
and it is not very long since I bore my testimony against 
it,fimnajastapi»^ens]on thatthe safety of our conntry 
might be thereby endangered* If it is of consequence 
that a war which h$8 cost ahready so much blood and 
tifwiaret be safely and honorably condnded, it must be 
vigorously proeeouted If it 19 to ^ vigorously prose* 
cuted, the means must be grajuted. If the means axe 
tt> be granted, the several states must contribute speedily 
and c J acttielly * If one has a ri^ to prefer ^al te 
genera} kamem, otifcera have the same rig^t If one 
«iM«iieil^pcii^eige,/ioinaya^ if aU do there in 
ait ead of our e0pir^ Coifgpxm had £cMreseen the dan^ 
iper and oalledm the«tat«« to jwovide for collecting the 
«Ktin e i tf e) eeper»te from the state taj^es. Since this 
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has not been done perhaps the reasons of the refusal 
may account for the facts stated in the extract. I 
must pray of your Excellency to provide such remedy 
to anything of this sort which may exist in your statei 
as shall be within your power, and that you will urge 
the legislature to make that sohd provision which can 
akme prevent it in future. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient and humble servant, 

ROB^ MORRIS. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

[Extract Enclosed.'] 

" The Assembly when they granted a tax for conti- 
nental purposes, direct the collection through the same 
channels in which state taxes are collected ; this in most 
instances makes the same person collector both o( the 
state and continental tax, and the executions to enforce 
both the one and the other, issue from the same person, 
viz. the treasurer of the state ; the consequence is that 
a preference will be given to taxes for Btate purpoaea ; 
and if no urgent necessity requires issuing executi<xi8 
for state taxes, there will be danger of delaying the exr 
ecution of the continental taxes, and the uKure pqpukr 
the government is, the greater will their danger be 
increased ; and whenever the same perscm is in arrear 
on differrat taxes, he wiU apply- all his cottections 
to that which will give him the longest time to cei- 
led in. 

I should not have troubled you on this subject, but I 
21 
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iM the colfeotoit in dos stale of the cootiaeiltal tiaras 
are, in genenS, ia trfui on every state tax granted 
since 1776» and to my fiiill satisfiEu^tion are af^pfying tlie 
monies cnUected on the continental taxes to tlie pctjring 
arrears of their old state tax, by which means yon wffl 
be poAponed to aU the state dnes, and be defeated of 
yonr just expectation, unless some remedy be imme* 
diately afqfified/' 



From Abraham Clark to Joseph Cooper, 

Philadelphia, September 16tii, 1782. 
8iR,«— The legislatore of Pennsylvania have ap- 
pointed Judge Bryan, Mr. Bin^iam, and Mr. Gray, 
Commissioners for dividing the islands and settling the 
jurisdictiim of the river Delaware, but have not com- 
plied their instructions which are now under conride- 
ration. As our legislatmre will meet this week, diey 
will, it is presumed, mstmct thor commisrimiers; which 
iqppeais necessary, as their appointment does not aj^iear 
to convey any power more dian dl>taining information 
and reporting the same ; this may also be necessary to 
nndergo a revisbn. The business may be easily ac- 
compl«hod if two matters can be agreed to. One is 
m reciprocal jurisdiction on the n»rigaUe part of the 
Delaware ; this . I mentioned to you as in my c^nioii 
tiecessary^ dnce which I am told the same sentim^its 
prevail here. This is intended to grant jurisdictioQ 
to each state over vessels belonging to the same, and 
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o¥er poisoM going tharefrom to the other, while oq th8 
rirer. The odier matter is the island (fposite to Fhti- 
adelphia, which I beliere will be strongly insisted upon 
to belong to th^n, and I can see no reason for rejecting 
their claim, as it is of importance to them and none tp 
us, unless we should wish to have it purely to injure 
PennsylTania, without anj advantage resulting to New 
Jersey. In this settlement I consider die island as be* 
longing to no state, and the ccmvenience of both must 
be attended to. No difficulty, I befie?e, will attend the 
division of the other islands; and I suppose some 
equivalent might be obtained fiw the island above alh^ 
ded ta 

These matters I mention to you to obtain instructiQiis 
thereon from the legiriature when they meet, as other- 
wise we should be at a loss how to ccmduct 

I hope you wiU communicate this to Dr. Henderson, 
and consult him previous to any communication to the 
legislature. 

I must inform you that what I have said reqMSCtii^ 
the desires or intentions of Pennsylvania, I have not 
learned from the oommissioners, but from other gendi^ 
men who have conversed with me upon the subject, 
but who, I believe, delivered the SMtiments of die 
commissioners. 

Delaware had instructed their delegates respecting 
the islands ai^ jurisdictioa of the Delaware, whidi 
iqwn exanunation do not appear to convey powers ne- 
cessary for effecting anything. The proceedings of ow 
bgiflktQre I have communicated to Governor Diduoscm 
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who promised to lay the same before the legislature (^ 
Delaware at their meeting this fall 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Joseph Cooper, Esq. 



From Abraham Clark to tht Speaker of the Assembly. 

Phikuklphia, September 26th, 1782. 
Sir, — I find myself obliged to mention to yoor hon- 
orable House, my concern for the present state of the 
old emissions of paper money, as the pubhc in general, 
and New Jersey in particular, may be greatly affected 
by it This money I have reason to believe hath been 
purchased by foreigners as a matter of specubtion, and 
may one day be demanded of us by the nations to 
which they belong, to redeem as good, upon the suppo- 
sition it was received as such, the contrary of which 
cannot perhaps be proved. This is not all; New 
Hampshire some how or other collected into their trea- 
sury five millions of dollars more than their quota to 
sink ; Massachusetts and Rhode Island have also a lai^ 
surplusage in their states if not in their treasuries. 
They request that we receive such surphisage crediting 
them either at the rate of forty to one in specie, or at the 
rate die same passed when received, which might be 70 
or 75, and charge such sum in specie at that rate upon 
the delinquent states. Nothing of this lund, though 
attempted, hath been done by Congress, perhaps it 
never may, but while matters rest as at present, a gen- 
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eral discontent prevails to the eastward, so far as to 
threaten a stoppage of taxes on that account I find 
by the treasury books that New Jersey is credited for 
6»334,335 dollars, paid in and sunk ; eiclusive of this 
were 6,196 dollars counterfeit sent back to the law 
officer; as also 554|4 dollars, noted as improper money 
to be sent back. Thus much I thought proper to 
inform o( that the legislature may know how mu<^ of 
the quota of our state remains unsunk, in order that 
such further measures may be pursued as the interest 
and circumstances of the state may require. 

I wished to have it in my power to transmit the 
exact state of the pubUc debts already funded, but as 
the accounts now making out are not yet completed, I 
can say no mwe on that subject than that the domestic 
loans are completed at something upwards of twelve 
millions of specie; die foreign loans computed at 
tw^ity-eight millions of livres. I must also take the 
liberty of mentioning a matter which greatly embar* 
rasses Congress, I meap that relative to the half-pay of 
c&cen. This was engaged by Congress previous to 
the final ratification of the confederation, but not 
agreed to by the number of states, as became necessary 
for such a measure after that event took place. The 
New England states positively refuse a compliance. 
The delegates of New Jersey are also restrained by 
the sense of legislature long since expressed. Five 
states are sufficient to prevent any appropriations of 
money for that purpose, which requires the concurrence 
cS nine states. In this affair the disagremng states do 
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do not mean to commit t^och a breach of puMie U&Ai 
Its tb'depriTe the officel^ of their jnM dtied ; all d^sitied 
is, that the officers ihay be referred to their respectire 
Htsites to receive their paj, or su6h other cbtnpensatioD 
is the *le^slatare may judge ptoper, without making 
the ^(ame a continental charge. 
' Eadi state taking hpion tibcemseltes the satisfying tfieBr 
ownt officers, this will be just ni many ire^peeis, and ! 
befiev^ will give sadsfitctioh to the officers, for it canitot 
be supposed the le^latures vriil refuse jusdce to thehr 
own citizens; and by this measure they can secure 
the application of their owii money. States which 
iiave been multiplying their officers and send fittte w 
ho money into the public treasury, wishing to draw 
))f^nin!ons foir dieir dtieens from the other states, win of 
course bte oppoised to this measure. This siri)ject I 
Ifope will be duly considered by the legisktnre, and 
their opinion therein communicated to their delegates. 

The representation of die legislature brou^t by Col. 
'ElSs was presented this morning, and referred to the 
superintendent of finance, who I have requested to 
iCitesider and report ihereon as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient, homMe 
Mivant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
^onlAe John Mbhkim, Esq., Speaker of tihe Asseaaftfy. 
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From Dr. Franklin to Robert Morris. 

Busy, Dec 140,1788. 
SiR,-^! received duly your several letters of Sept 
35tli, 27th, 28th, and 30th, October Ist, 5th, 7th, all by 
Capt Barney, and Oct. 27th since. I imiaediately made 
the applicatioii eo strongly pressed by the Congress for 
a loan oi fonr miHions dollars. I annexed to my 
DMmoir the reecrives of Ckmgress, with copies and 
eadracts of year several letters and those of Mr. Liv- 
ingston npon the subject, all of which appeared to me 
eattremdy weU written for enforcing the request I was 
at first told that it woold be a difficolt thing to iiimidi 
SQch a sam at present, bat it shoidd be conndeied. It 
was mnch wondered that no letters were brong^t by 
the Washington for M. le Comte de Viigennes, as 
several w^re come to the Secreury of War, M. de 
Segur, and to the Marquis de Castries, Secretary of 
the Marine ; and the next time I waited on the minister 
I was told that nothing could be done till the dis* 
patches firom M. de la Luzerne were received I 
enqoired of Capt Barney, who tald me he believed M. 
de Forest had them, who left him to go for Paris by 
way of Nantes. M. de Forest was a week or ten days 
before he arrived at Paris, and he had not the dis* 
patches. After a fortnight had tfanspaned, I sent Capt 
Barney dovm to search for them in his ship ; he there 
ftmnd them, and in about eight days more they arrived 
and were delivered I have since continually pressed 
ftNT a ftnrorable answer. The Marquis de hi Fayetle 
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has likewise been importunate, but we could only learn 
that there was yet no decision. The negotiations for 
peace were going (m, and I ascribed the delay partly to 
the uncertainty of the event, which might make a less 
sum suflficient if it succeeded, or a greater necessary if 
the war was still to be continued. I believe, too, that 
the new loan meditated for this government, but not 
ascertained, might occasion some suspension. But 
whatever are the causes, the fact is, that though I un- 
derstand we are to be aided, I am still ignorant what 
the quantum will be or when it can be obtained. I 
have detained Capt Barney, ho{Hng that he mi^t 
carry a part of it, but seeing that so very uncertain, the 
commissioners for the treaty here urge me to send him 
away with the prehminary articles, and take some other 
opportunity of sending money when we get it Per- 
haps we can make use of the Alliance, which is now 
out upon a cruize. 

Of the amount of Mr. Adams' loan in Holland, I 
have no certain account He thinks it may be between 
15 and 1,700,000 florins. Mr. Grand has obtained a 
part of it to pay the interest of the Dutch loan, which 
b done. But he will acquaint you better the state of 
his funds than I can do. He telb me he will restate 
his accounts as you desire. 

The shipping of the stores from Brest is wholly in 
the hands of Mr. Barday. He wifl fikewise take care 
of those which are unloaded out of the three transpcNrts 
at Rochefort that were to have gone with convoy in 
May last» and have ever since been detained diere un- 
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accountably, which I did not know till lately. The 
four Jamaica ships brought in bj the Alliance will fi- 
nish him with money for paying charges. 

The accounts of goods bou^t to replace the Fay- 
ette's cargo haying been sent you by sey^ral opportuni- 
ties, I hope you haye them before this time. 

I am extremely glad to be freed from your UMmey 
accounts, and the payment of bilb. And I hope this 
will be the last application I shaU be charged with to 
borrow. In a former letter I requested you to be my 
attorney, to receiye and remit my salary, which I now 
repeat The friends of the Due de Laumn, who is an 
officer in the French army, haying occasion to send him 
some money, requested me to frumidi bills. To oblige 
them I gaye a draft on you for six thousand liyres, 
which I request you will honor, and deduct the same 
out of my salary. Methinks Mr. Grand should haye 
some general order to defray the contingent expenses of 
your ministers. I am concerned that the resohition of 
appointing some person to settle aU our accounts in 
Europe has not yet been carried into execution. They 
certainly cannot so well be settled in America, and I 
shall think it hard i^er I am out of place to be detained 
here on that account for years like poor unhappy Deane, 
who, by the way, is I think in that respect hardly deak 
w^ Settlement of accounts and payment of just 
balances is due eyen between enemies. 

I know not where the Virginia stores lie; I will 
enquire and acquaint Mr. Barclay with your resobtioii 
concerning them, which I think yery prudent Fenet, 
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wko was waplojed bjr that state as an agent to borrow 
Bmi^bere» is broke and absconded His creators are 
all worrying me widi their oomplakits, who ha^e 
nothing to do with hb afiairs. I have long since men* 
tioned the iAOonveni^Ace of the atten^ of sepante 
states to borrow money in Europe. They have luttt 
onr «edit and prodnced nothing. We have pot faidi 
in every adventarer who pretended to have iniaenee 
here, a&d who when he arrived had none bat what 
oiff i^pointnent gave him. I congratohtfe on the 
tofceos of approaching peace. I wish nothing may 
happen to prevent it. 

With sittoeffe and g^reat esteem I am, sir, yonr most 
obedient and ssost hnmUe servant, 

B. FBANKLIN. 
Hon^le RoBT. Morus, Esq. 



From Bfibert R. LimngUan to Governor Livingston. 

Snt, — Congress a few days since directed me to 
transmit to yonr Excdlancy a copy of the provisional 
treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Bvitam. I shonUdoneitat an earlier day wiUmsit any 
paiticnkr dir e ct i on, had not an order passed in Con<* 
gross for inntshmg the Delegates of 99tQk state with a 
copy, that it might be transmitted throng|b them. In 
conformity to the second directi<m, I have the h^mor to 
endoee a copy, though I have no donbt that I have 
boon abready antic^ated by that forwarded by the deW 
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egates of your state. Yet, m, this letter nay not be 
etitiireiy nsdera when it assiires you that the ooDcioskMi 
of die treaty is very onoertaki. My public l^Mra wn 
ef such a nature as not to free me from iqpprehennons 
that Britain still seeks radier to divide her enemieB 
tiian to be reconciled to them, though this mspkitm 
may not perhaps be well fonnded, yet such conduct is 
80 conforaid)le to the general tenor of British covneSs^ 
to the character of the king and his first ministw^ that 
It is at least the part of prudence to be upon our guard 
against it 

But whatever their intentioiis may be» the peace must 
still depend upon so many cotttingend^ that no prepay 
pation for another campaign should be omitted on our 
part, none is neglected by our antagonist. They have 
voted one hundred and ten thousand seamen for the 
ensuing year. France continues her preparations, and 
will not close the war tiH she can obtain h^morable 
terms for her allies. But little progress was made in 
thenr negotkttions when my letters were written. 

Count de Vergennes has tbou^t it prudent to advise 
Congress of this circumstance^ that they mi^ be pte- 
pared for every event I communicate it to your fi» 
eeUeBcy with similar views. I doubt not you wiU 
avail yourself of this information to urge the state in 
iPrhidiyou preside^ to take such measmres tint they nmj 
Mt be found unprovi^d in case our hopes of peace 
should be frustrated. 

It would give me pleasure to learn the measures that 
have been adopted, in eonsequenee of the requisilioh 
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made in my letters to your £xcelleii€y, or your prede- 
cessors in office at different periods, relative to my de- 
partment and more particularly to receive the accounts 
so frequently called for of the damage done by the 
enemy in your state. I have reason to think had it 
been furnished in time, it might have been of singular 
use to our ministers, and perhaps have tended to obtain 
some relief for the sufferers. It may not yet come too 
late to be useful, let me pray your Excellency to take 
measures for furnishing three authentic copies by the 
earliest opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Ex- 
celtouc/s most obed't humble servant, 

ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. 
His Excellency, Wm. Livingston. 



From Robert Morris to GUfwmar Livingston. 

Office of Finance, June 5&, 178a 
Sir, — Congress having directed a very considerable 
part of the army to be sent home cm furlough, I am 
pressed exceedingly to make a payment of three months' 
wages, and I am very desirous to accomfdish it ; but the 
want of money compels me to an anticipation cm the 
taxes by making this payment in notes. To render this 
mode tolerably just or useful, the notes must be punc« 
tnally discharged when they &11 due, and my depend- 
ance must be on the money to be received of the several 
states on the requisitions for the last and present yeat 
I hof% the urgency of the case will produce the desured 
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exertiona, and finally enable me to preserve the credit 
and honor of the federal government 

I have the honor to remain yoar Excellency's most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

ROBT MORRIS- 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Qtneral Washingeon to the President of 
Congress. 

Head-Qaarten, June 7tli, 1788. 

Sir, — I have the honor to enclose to your Excel- 
lency the copy of an address to me fi'om the Generals 
and officers commanding regiments and corps, together 
with my answer to them. These enclosures will ex- 
plain the distresses which resulted from the measures 
now carrying into execution., in consequence of the 
resolutions of Congress of the 26th of May ; but the 
sensibifity occasioned by a parting scene under such 
peculiar circumstances will not admit of description. 

The two subjects of complaint with the army, ap- 
pear to be the delay of the three months' pay, which 
had been expected, and the want of a settlement of ac- 
counts. I have thought myself authorized to assure 
them Congress had and would attend to their grievan- 
ces^ and have made some little variation respecting fur- 
loughs from what was at first proposed. The Secretary 
at War will be able to explain the reason and propriety 
of this alteration. 

While I consider it a tribute of justice on thisoccir 
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mom to meatioii tbe timpeFiite ra4 ord«r|]r iKih&nw <^ 
the whole army, and ptrtieolaHy the acQomiaodfifjfig 
ipiik. of the officers, in arquig^ themdves to the pQm- 
mand of the battaliow whkh will he coaipoaed of the 
three yews mei^ permit me to recall to mind all die 
former saffmngs and nerits^ and to reoommmd t|ip 
reascmable requests to the early and fovoorable notice 
of Congress. 

I hare die h^ior tobe, wkh the hi^est le^^ect^ your 
obed't servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Eiccdleney, the Fresidettt of Congress. 

General W. Heath, in behalf of the Qenerals, 8fc^ to 
G^eneral Woihington — enclosed in the foregoing. 

SiR,-*-It is diffieok for me to express the eegret we 
feel at being obfiged agsun to sohcit your ExceHeacy's 
iatteotbn and paitironage. Next to the anguish which 
the praspect of onr own wretchedness excites in ov 
teeastt, is the pain which arises from a knowledge of 
your anxiety on accoont of f hoee men who have bera 
the sharers of yonr fortnnes, and have had the honw of 
being yonr eon^isiiions throng the varioos vicisskodes 
-ef the war, Nothing therefore bnt necessity conld in- 
duce OS to a rcfsesentatton which we hnow imist give 
^a concMQ* 

Yonr Excdlency has eo intimate a knowledge of the 
condition <tf the army as to render a paitiffllftr d^mea- 
tKmanaecessary* Asyoa have been a widiesa of our 



Digitized by 



Google 



1783.] BXKCUTITS wmou 1776 TO 17a& 836 

raffiffiags dwiiig a war aneommoa m its aatwe aikl 
uaparaUaled in many cttcmnstaiioM attaadiag it, ao yea 
are now, sir, no \tm a witoMB of the oneqaal burtketi 
which has fallen upon as from the waat of that provi^ 
ion to wUch, from oar assidooas and onremittiag aeivi- 
cett we conceive we are entitled* Hafing recently 
expressed oar sense of what was dae to oar distress ; 
having repeated, from year Excellency, the confidence 
we had that oar accoaats woaU be liqaidated, the bal- 
ances ascertained, and ade^ute ftinds provided for 
payment previoos to oar being diqiersed or disbanded ; 
having seen with pleasare the approbation which Gimi- 
grew gave of oar reliance, it is with a mixtare of afh 
tonishment and chagrin that we view the late resolve 
of Congress, by which the soldiers for the war, and a 
proportionate namber of officers are to be frurloa|^ied, 
witfaoat any one of diose important objects beiag ac- 
compUsbed :«-4md to complete the scene of woe, are to 
be competted to leave the army wkhoot the means of 
defraying the debts we have necessarily incarsed in the 
coarae of service, or even of gratifying;those menials in 
the pittance which is their doe, nmch less to carry with 
as that snppert and comfort to oar fruailies of which 
from oar long military swviees they have been, deprived. 
No less exposed then to the iasaks of the meanest 
foHowers of the army, than to the arrests of the aheriC 
deprived of the abiiky to assist oar ftaatlipSi and with- 
oat an evidence that anytfung is dae to a% for ear 
services, and conseqaendy withoatthe least prospect of 
obtaining credit for even a umganry sabsisteaoe anlil 
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W6 ctn get into bumess. To what quarter can we 
look ! We take the Eberty to say, sir, only to your 
Excellency ; and from the sincerity of our hearts, we 
do it no less from a persuasion of the efficiency of your 
farther efforts in our friT<Mr, than from the kind assu- 
rance you hare been pleased to give us of your sup- 
port 

To your Excellency, then, we make our appeal, and 
in the most solemn manner, from that abhorrence of 
oMNression and injustice which first unsheathed our 
swords ; from the remembrance of the common dangers 
through which we hare passed, and from the recollec- 
lection of those astonishing events which have been 
effected by our united efforts; permit us to solicit your 
frurther aid, and to entreat that the order of the 2d 
instant, founded on the act of Congress of the 26th of 
May last, may be suspended or varied in its operations, 
so far as that no officer or soldier be obliged to receive 
a fiirlough. until that hmiorable body can be apprized of 
the wretched situation into which the army must be 
plunged by a conformity to it ;— that your Excellency 
will endeavor to jNrevail on Congress — ^nay that on the 
principles of common justice you will insist, that neither 
. officer nor soldier be compelled to leave the field until a 
liquidation of accounts can be effiM^ted, till the balances 
are ascertdned, certificates for the sums due given, — ^in- 
cluding the commutation of half pay to the officers, and 
the gratuity of eighty dollars to the soldiers, and till a 
supply of money can be frumished sufficient to carry us 
from the field of glory with honw to ourselves, and 
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credit to our country. We sdU- wish to believe that 
that country to which we have been so long devoted, 
will nevtf look with ladiflkrence en the distresses of 
those of her sons who liave so essrat^y contribated 
to the establishment of fireecfem, the security of pro- 
perty, and the rearing of an empire. 

In the name and behalf of llie generab und officers 
coinmaading regimems and corps in die canioniiieBtof 
Hudson River, 

I have the honor io be your EzceHem^s most <4>e- 
dient and humble servant, 

W. HEATH, Major GeneraL 

His Excellency, Gen. Washington. 

From General Washington to Chneral Heathy en-- 
closed in the foregoing Letter to the President of 
Congress. 

Head-Qiuttten, Jvne OA, 1782. 
Sir, — Before I make a reply to the subject of the 
address of the generals and officers conunanding the 
regiments and corps of tlie army presented by yourself 
yesterday, I entreat that those gentlemen will acc^t 
my warmest acknowledgements for the confidence they 
have been pleased to repose in me. They may rest 
assured it shall never be abused, and I beg they will be 
persuaded that as no man can possibly be better ac* 
quainted than I am with the past merits and services of 
the army, so no one can possibly be more strongly im« 
pressed with thdur present inehgible Mtuation, feel a 

22 
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keener sensibility at their distresses, or more ardently 
desire to alleviate or remove them. But it would be 
unnecessary 'perhaps to enter into a detail of what I 
have done, and what I am still attempting to do in order 
to assist in the accomplishment of this interesting pur- 
pose. Let it be sufficient to observe, I do not yet 
despair of success, for I am perfectly convinced the 
atates cannot, without involving themselves in national 
bankruptcy and ruin, refuse to comply with the requisi- 
aitions of Congress, who, it must be acknowledged, have 
done everything in their power to obtain ample and 
compleat justice for the army, and whos^ great object in 
the present measure undoubtedly was by a reduction 
of expenses, to enable the financier to make three 
months' payment to the army, which, on all hands, has 
been agreed to be absolutely and indispensably neces- 
sary. To explain this matter I beg leave to insert an 
extract of a letter from the Superintendent of Finance, 
dated the 29th ultimo. 

*' It is now above a month since the committee con- 
ferred with me on that subject, and I then told them no 
payment could be made to the army, but by means of 
a paper anticipation, and unless our expenditures were 
immediately and considerable reduced, even that could 
not be done. Our expenditures have nevertheless been 
continued, and our revenues lessen, the states grow- 
ing daily more and more remiss in their collections ; the 
consequence is, that I cannot make payment in the 
manner first intended, the notes issued for this purpose 
would have been payable at two, four, and six months 
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from the dates, but at present thej will be at six months, 
and even that will soon become impracticable, unless 
omr expenses are immediately curtailed. I shall cause 
such notes to be issued for three months' pay to the 
army, and I must entreat, sir, that every influence be 
used with the states to absorb them, together with my 
Other engagements, by taxation." 

Three days ago a messenger was despatched to me 
to urge the necessity of forwarding these notes veith 
the greatest possible expedition. Under this state of 
circumstances I need scarcely add, the expenses of 
every day feeding the army will increase very consid- 
rably the inability of the public to discharge the debts 
already incurred, at least for a considerable time to 
come. 

Although the officers of the army very well know my 
official situation ; that I am only a servant of the pub- 
lic, and that it is not for me to dispense with orders 
which it is my duty to carry into execution; yet as 
furloughs in all services are considered as a matter of 
indulgence and not of compubion; as Congress, I am 
persuaded, entertain the best disposition toward the 
army, and as I apprehend in a very short time the two 
principal articles of complaint will be removed, — until 
the further pleasure of Congress can be known I shall 
not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the army, — 
under these reservations only, that officers sufficient to 
conduct the men who choose to receive furloughs will 
attend them either on furlough or by detachment The 
propriety and necessity of this measure must be obvious 
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to all ; it need not therefore be enforced And with 
regard to the non-commissioned oflScers and private 
such as from a pecoliarity of circumstances wish not to 
receive furloughs at this time, will ^ve in their names 
by 12 o'clock to-morrow to the commanding officers of 
their regiment, that, on a report to the adjutant-general, 
an equal number of men engaged for three years may 
be furloughed, which will make the saving of expenses 
exactly the same to the public 

I cannot but hope the notes will soon arrive ; and 
that the settlement of accounts may be compleated by 
the assistance of the paymasters in a very few days. 
In the meantime I shall have the honor of laying the 
sentiments of the generals and officers commanding 
regiments and corps before Congress. They are ex- 
pressed in such a decent, candid and affecting manner, 
that I am certain every mark of attention will be paid 
to them. 

I have the honor to be your obed't serv't, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
Major-General Heath. 



From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Finance, July lldi, 178a 
Sir, — I do myself the honor to inclose to your Ex- 
cellency a state of the public accounts, balanced on the 
last day of June, 1783. A view of these accounts will 
render it unnecessary to make many observations. 
On the states I am to rely for payment of the antici- 
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pations, amoanting, as you will see, to more than a 
million. And you will observe that this great anticipa- 
tion has been made for that service which all affect to 
have so much at heart — ^a payment to the American 
army. If they had received no pay daring the year 
1783, 1 might have perhaps have been spared the neces- 
sity of this application, because it is probable that the 
taxes, even as they are tiow collected, might have ab- 
sotbed such anticipations as I should then have been 
obliged to make. 

Much pains have been taken to inculcate the idea 
diat we hare funds in Europe ; those funds which we 
had there are exhausted, and the general apprehension 
that no proper fimds here will be provided has cut off 
afl hopes from that quarter. 

The question has frequently and industriously been 
asked, what becomes of the monies which are paid in 
taxes ! I have furnished the means of judging as to 
those which reach the pubUc treasury, to every man 
employed in the administration of government in the 
several states, for my acounts have been regularly 
transmitted. And I would not have mentioned the 
insinuation had it not been for the purpose of observing 
that it is incumbent on all those who are desirous of 
forwarding a collection of taxes, to show a faur appro- 
priation, and not snthr groundless clamors to disturb the 
public mind. It has been said that there is no neces- 
sity of urging the collection of taxes now, because the 
notes given to the army are not payiUe in less than six 
months. This again, is an assertion, whose mischiev- 
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0118 operation is levelled at the very vitals of our credit 
One month of that time is already expired with res- 
pect to aU those notes which have been already issued 
They are not the only notes in circulation. Notes are 
not the only modes of anticipation, which have been 
adopted ; and it is a serious fact that unless more rig- 
orous measures take place, the credit c^ all notes, and 
of everything else, must be destroyed But this is not 
alL Supposing, a moment, that the notes given to our 
army were the only object whose credit was to be at- 
tended to. Can any reasonable man imagine that they 
could be of any use if the payment were to depend on 
taxes which are not to be collected until the notes were 
due t I have not been wanting on my part in pointing 
out from time to time the mischiefe which must ensue 
from neglect The applications have met vnth inat- 
tention which personally I have disregarded, but which 
I could not but feel from the consequences involved in 
it Again, in compliance with the duty I owe to the 
United States, I call for that aid to which they are 
entitled to. And on this occasion I take leave to ob- 
serve that the moment is very frist approaching which 
is to determine whether America is entitled to the 
appellation of Just, or whether those who have con- 
stantly aspersed her character are to be believed 

With perfect respect I have the honor to be, w^ 
your Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROfiT MORRia 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 
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From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Fiiumce, J«ly SMi, 178a 
Sir, — Having already transmitted the pabUc accounts 
from the commencement of my administration to the 
first day of this month, I shall not trouble yonr Excel- 
lency with a repetition of them. Bat I mnst pray your 
indulgence while I make a few observations. Perhaps 
this letter may contain too much of egotism, but your 
candor will excuse me when the motive is known. If 
I have rendered any services to the United States they 
have been derived firom the generous confidence of my 
countrymen. This confidence must not be abused, and 
if it be lost my utility is at an end. 

The accounts will shew to any informed and reflect- 
ing mind that the public monies were economically 
applied, and if farther proof were necessary I could 
appeal to the honorable delegates in Congress, who 
have every opportunity of investigation. I might also 
appeal to the clamors against me for opposing claims I 
could not properly comply with. Long have I been 
the object of enmities derived firom that origin. I have 
therefore the right to consider such damors and such 
enmities as the confession and the evidence of my care 
and attention. 

But, sir, firom the same accounts, it will appear that 
on the thirtieth day of June last, my payments had 
exceeded the amount of my receipts by more than a 
million of dollars. How indeed could it be otherwisi, 
when all the taxes brought into the treasury since 1781 
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did not amoont to seven hundred and fi% thousand 
dollars. I have been propelled to this heavy anticipa- 
tion bj an earnest desire to relieve oar army by the 
General's warm repreMntationB on the sobject, and, 
above al^ by the directions of Congress and their assu- 
rances of support. The enclosed letter to them w31 
shew my desire to reduce our expences. But whfle I 
urge the redaction of expence, it is equally my dnty to 
urge an increase of revenue. If I have been a faidiftil 
stewamcl of what was entrusted to me, if more became 
necessary than I ever received, and if uiged by diat 
necessity 1 have anticqmted the receipts, surely I am in 
the strictest line of propriety when I loudly call for 
relief Every one must know that the paper I have 
circulated will lose its value unless punctually redeemed. 
The several receivers are indeed instructed to exchange 
it But what can that instruction avail if specie be 
not placed in their hands for the purpose ? and how 
can that be effected but by a vigorous collection of 
taxes? 

I know that my solicitude on this subject will be 
charged to improper motives, when I urge a reduction 
of expenses, it will be said that I wish to impair the 
strength and lessen the respectability of our countiy. 
Far other wishes sweU my bosom, but I have been 
driven into a conviction that the necessity of strength 
and the advantages of rqmtation are not yet sufficiently 
fek and understood by all the members of our federal 
onion* 

My present call for taxes has also been anticipated 
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by a slanderoitt rqM>it tkat I bsre q[>eciilated on tUs 
▼ery paper whkh I arge the redemptioo o£ Moet 
aolemnly I <kelare that I have been never concerned, 
diredfy or indirectly, in any sock qiecnlation. If theie 
be a man in the world who Imofws any instance to dis-. 
prore what I say, let him step forth with the ac^msatton. 
No, Sir, the object is in no wise a personal one tome, I 
only ad¥ocate the interest and reputation of America. 
If, With a view to injure me, the attempt is made «> 
violate my eagkgiments, the malice wffi be defeated ; 
hot at tke same time let k bo remembered that the 
coontry wUeh wiH not snfqpcMt faithinl servai^ can 
never befuthfiilly servedL Guilt and desperation will 
ever pant for scenes of tamnlt and dis^er, office will 
ever^tdte envy, and malevolence d^ght in slandering 
talea. Is it then to be wondered at that my foes are 
nnmerons t Believe me, sv, if their attempts had only 
effected me and mine they shoold have been received 
in the same nlence which has bmied many other 
wrongs. Bat on ihe present occasion k becostea my 
duty to delineate dmr banefol influence. 

Pains are taken to cover wkh infamy all those who 
discount the public paper. The natural effect of this 
measure is to prevent those men from meddling with it 
who, from a regard to their own reputations, would do 
the busfaiess on moderate terms. Hence it follows that 
die holders cannot obtain so mudi for their paper as they 
otherwise m^fat Hence again an additional clamor, 
and of course an additional loss to the possessors. On 
the basb of the depreciation is founded an argument to 
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{H^avent the redemption. Bj these means the pobfic 
credit is totallj mined, and the government becomes 
chargeable with flagrant injustice. No futnre anticipa- 
tions can be made to supply the most urgent wants, and 
in the whdie proceeding those are made the victims who 
confided in the £siith of government 

The attempt therefore, b j this slander, to injure me is 
an injury to those who have received my paper, and in 
every instance where they have joined in propagating 
the repcMTt they have jcnned their enemies to plunder 
themselves. Let me no longer intrude on your Excel- 
lency's patience than to declare my conviction that the 
states might easily fulfil far more extensive engagements 
than those which I have made on their account Not- 
withstanding every insinuaticm, I will continue my 
efibrts for the purpose,, and, though base minds should 
reiterate their charges, I will persist in my duty and 
defy their malice. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your 
Excdlency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBT. MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Elias Boudinot to the Chairman of Joint Meeting. 

PrincelOD, October 38(1^ 178a 

Sir, — My time in the chair of Congress having just 

expired, and the seventh year of my expulsbn firom my 

house and estate completed (the greater part of which 

has been devoted to the public service) whereby my 
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private affidrs are become totally deranged, shall I 
beg the fiiyoiir of you, sir, to make known my request in 
the most respectfiil manner, to the honorable the Legis- 
lature of this state, in their joint meeting, for their per- 
mission to retire to private life ; and at the same time to 
assure them of the deep sense I retain of the honors I 
have received from them by the repeated trusts reposed 
in me. My highest ambition has been to serve my 
country in her distress. This I have endeavoured to do 
to the utmost of my power, and if at smy time I have 
failed in so important a duty for want of abilities, it has 
been made up by the most unfeigned integrity. If 
those services have been acceptable to my country, I 
shall receive a most ample reward. 

Suffeir me in the most respectful manner to congrat- 
ulate you, sir, and the legislature, on the accomplishment 
of the honorable and glorious peace with which my 
administration has been honored. I mean not by this 
request to embarass public measures, but as peace is at 
least so firmly established, and the serving our country 
the highest honor to which any citizen can now aspire, 
there can be no cbubt of a choice of candidates to fill 
so distinguished an office. 

May the best of heaven's blessings descend on the 
l^islature, and may all their councils be directed to ac- 
complish the true interests of this happy repubEc ; and 
be assured that in whatever situation divine Providence 
may think proper to place me, I shall never cease to 
pray for their prosperity. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and 
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Bsteem, yom most obediMi and very kMible ser- 
vant, 

ELIA8 BOUDINOT. 
Hon'ble Chainnan of the Jdat Meedfig of tbe Legis 
lature. 



William Livingston to the Legislature. 

Treaton, November Mi, t7B3. 
Gentlemen, — I 9aa very sensbly afiected with the 
honor confinrred on me by the representatives of the 
good people of New Jersey, in appointmg me to so 
eminent and important an office as that of Governor of 
this state. The &vorable opkiion which diey are 
pleased to entertain of my al^kies, and the great con* 
fidence they repose in my integrity by^ sock aj^nt* 
ment, deserves my warmest acknow)edgm^it& How 
much soever they may happen to find tfaMnselves mkf- 
taken in the first, I assnre them that I am detemnned to 
merit the latter ; and I hope by the more diluent appli* 
cation and greater industry in premotittg the cooHooil 
weal, in some measure to atone for (ke defect of brighter 
talents and more extensive knowledge. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'ble L^skture of New Jersey. 
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From the PresidetU of Congress to Oovemor 
U/oingUon. 

AnnapoHsy Dec^nber 28d, 1788. 

SiR,*-I am directed by GoBgr^s to inform your Ex- 
ceUency "* that the safety, hxmot and good faith of die 
*^ Umted States reqatre tlie immedmte attendance of 
** yonr delegates in Congress. That there have not 
** been during the sitting of Congress at this place 
"^ more than seven states represented^ viz. Massacha* 
'* sets, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
^ land, Virginia and North Carolina, and most of these 
'^ by two delegates cmly, and that the ratification of the 
"* definitive treaty and several other matters of great 
'* national concern are now pending before Congress 
'* which require the utmost dispatch, and to which 
"^ the assent of at le^ nine states is necessary/' 

I have the honor to be, with the hi^est respect, yonr 
Excellency's ob't and h'ble serv't, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

AnnapoliB, December 24di, 1788. 

Sir, — I had the honor to write to your Excellency 
on the 23d November informing yoa that that the defi* 
nitive treaty had arrived, and that the last artkJe of it 
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declares that it should be ratified and exchanged within 
six months from the signature. 

Yesterday I again wrote to your Excellency by order 
of Congress informing you that only seven states were 
represented in Congress, viz. Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia 
and North Carolina, and that the ratification of the 
definitive treaty and several other matters of the great- 
est consequence were delayed by a want of a represen- 
tation . of nine states. My letter of yesterday was 
forwarded by the post, but as Congress are strongly im- 
pressed with an apprehension that the time mentioned 
in the definitive treaty will elapse before a representa- 
tion of nine states can be obtained, and as such a repre- 
sentation cannot take place unless New Jersey and 
Connecticut send on their delegates, they have in- 
structed me to write to you by express, and to urge in 
the strongest terms the importance of an immediate 
representation in Congress from the state of New 
Jersey. 

Let me, therefore, earnestly entreat your Excellency 
to use your influence on this important point, that the 
consequences to be expected from the want of an im- 
mediate representation of nine states may not be 
imputable to your state, which on every former occa- 
si(m has exerted herself with so much, honor and repu- 
tation. 

New Hampshire has but one member attending, and 
there is no probability of a representation of that state 
in less than six weeks. 
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New York has no delegates m Congress nor can it 
be represented in many weeks. 

South Carolina has one member attending, one of 
the delegates from that state is in ill-health at Philadel- 
jdbia, his attendance is uncertain. 

By letters from Georgia, we find there is no proba- 
bility of a representation from thence this winter. 
From this view of our situation your Excellency will 
observe that the ratification of the definitive Treaty in 
proper time depends upon the immediate exertions of 
New Jersey and Connecticut 

I should be glad to know from your ExceUency by 
the return of this express at what time we may expect 
a representation from your state. 

I have the honcnr to be, with the highest respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's ob't and h'ble servant, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 

His Excellency, Governor LnriNosTON. 

N. B. — Near 4 months have elapsed since the defini- 
tive treaty was signed, and the ratifications are to be 
exchanged in Paris within six months. 

From Governor Livingston to the Legislature. 

Trenton, Oct 24, 1784. 

GiNTLEMEN, — ^My appointment by so respectable a 
body as the representatives of this state, to the import- 
ant office of the Chief Magistrate in it, deserves my 
warmest gratitude, especially as the repetition of it, 
after the experience of some years is the strongest poof 
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of thefinrorable oj^on wUch the good people oi New 
Jersey most have been pleased to entertain of my fidel*- 
ity m the adminiitraticm of the goFenunent, and I can 
asswe them that it is rather the hononr derired horn 
the incontestible testimony of their £ivorable senttments 
ooBieeniing me, and the pleasmre I take in serving die 
paUkt thui from any peconiary motivet, that I accqit 
of die appointment. Upon this, I wish them to be 
persuaded, that with respect to integrity and diligence 
(ktoiwwer diey may happen to be^isiq>pointed as to my 
talents or abilities,) they will not be deceived in their 
expectations. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'ble the Legislative C<mncil and Gen'l Assembly of 
s the State of New Jersey in Joint Meeting. 



From the Secretary of Congrea to the Chvenwr. 

Office of &e Secretary of Congress, > 
Aiigait24di,178&. \ 

Sir, — I beg leave to remind your Excellency that all 

the calls which Congress have heretofore made on the 

states for money or supplies have been on this express 

condkion, that the sums or snpjdies assessed should not 

be considered as the proportion of any state, but that 

being paid or furnished, they should be placed to their 

respective credits, beaxing an interest of six per cent 

p^ annum, until the<jaotas should be finally ascertained 

and adjosted by the Congress of the United States, 

agreeably to the eighth of the articles of ikt confede- 
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raiiQii. Aadif then it should ap|iear that any state 
had assessed more than its just quota, it should continue 
to receive interest cm the surplus^ and if less, it should 
be chained interest on the deficiency until by a future 
tax^ such defictency shall be justly adjusted 

From the progress that b made in settling theac* 
counts betwieeii the United States and individmal states 
and private ciedkois within the same, and the measures 
taken to iiasten and ieicilkate the progress of such 
settlement^ there is reason to hopoi that this great work 
will soon be con^pleted^ And as almost every state 
seems to think itsi advances have exceeded its just pro^ 
portion, it is therefore become necessai^ and essendal 
to the harmony of the Union that Congress should be 
furnished with the means of settling the proportion to 
be borne by each state, as well as of the general ex- 
penses of the war, and the requisitions made since the 
conclusion thereof as the sums which may firom time to 
time be requisite for the common defence and general 
weliare. To this end I beg leave to cdl your attention 
to sundry acts of Congress <m this subject, which you 
will find ^M^losed, viz : One passed the 20th of Febru- 
ary, 1782, which is founded on this ccmsideration, that 
the states having been variously affected by the war, 
the rule of confederation strictly adhered to might not 
produce that equal justice which is desirable in this 
i«qK>itant object. One of the 17th Fefaruary, 1783, 
which calls for a return of the quantity of land in each 
state, gTM^d to or surveyed for any person, the number 
of buildingB thereon, distinguishing: dwelfing houses 
23 
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from .other boildings, and the number of inhabitants, 
diatingaishing white from black : and one of the 18th 
April, 1783, recommending an alteration of die ei^th 
of the articles of Confederation and perpetaal union, 
and the adoption of a new rule of ascertaining die 
quotas of the states. This is comprehended in the act, 
and is a part of the plan at diat time recommended to 
the states for restoring and suf^ortmg public credit ; 
for obtaining permanent and adequate fiinds to db- 
ehaige the interest and principal of the debt contracted 
and for providing for the fiiture exigencies of the Union. 
The necessity of a rule to appwticm the common ex- 
pense, and the difficulties, delays and expense in the 
way of obtaining that pointed out by the Ccmfederation, 
induced Congress to recommend that change ; and die 
rather as the number of inhabitants, at least of the 
white inhabitants, is required for other purposes of the 
confederation. Besides, it was conceived that this rule 
would do more justice and produce less discontents 
among the states, and although not altogether free 
from objections, that it was liable to fewer than any 
odier that could be devised, and therefore that the 
application of it to ascertain the quotas of the state, 
would supercede the necessity and save the expense and 
trouble of making a valuation of the lands with the 
buildings and improvements thereon. 

The frivorable reception this recommendation has 
met with induces a belief that this alteration will be 
finally adopted. By examining the files in this office I 
find that eight states have agreed to it, namely, Massa« 
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chosettSk Connecticot, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina ; and 
it is suggested that other states have adopted it, ahhongh 
the xetoms are not lodged in this office. Bat if all the 
states had agreed to adopt it, still it would be necessary 
for them to proceed a step further, and to make returns 
of their respective numbers before Congress can apply 
the rule. I must therefore request that your Excellency 
would be pleased to bring this subject again under the 
view of the Legislature of your state, and earnestly 
recommend to them, as they have authorized their del- 
egates to subscribe and ratify the alteration recom- 
mended, to take speedy and effectual measures for 
numbering the inhabitants and make a return thereof 
to Congress. With respect to the other part of the 
plan contained in the act of the 18th of April, as it is 
not the immediate object of this letter, I shall only refer 
to the address which accompanied it, and which you 
will find enclosed, and beg leave to add this single ob- 
servation, that every day's delay increases the embar- 
rassments of^ the Union; and experience evinces how 
well Congress were founded in the opinion they gave 
on the 12th of February, 1783 : ""That the establish- 
ment of permanent and adequate .funds in taxes or 
duties which shall operate generally and on the whole 
in just proportion throughout the United States, are 
indispensably necessary towards doing complete justice 
to the public creditors, and for restoring pubhc credit 

I will not at present detain you forther than to re« 
quest that your Excellency will be pleased to fovoar 
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lae with an amwer tbat I may he enabled to make 
wpon and discharge the doty required by the enclosed 
0rdmance for regulating the office of Secretary of 
Congress. 

With the greatest respect I have the honor to be 
yiQar ExceUency's most obedient and humble servant, 

CHA» THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of the State of New 
Jersey. 

From Benjamin Thompson to Oowrnor Livingston. 

CoMfnisnoiMr's Office, Newark, October WA, 1785. 

Sir, — Congress, since the appomtment of conunis^ 
sioners to the several states for the purpose of bringing 
the public accounts to a final settlement, have in the 
most pressing terms repeatedly enjoined it on the com- 
missioners to proceed in the various duties assigned 
4tem virith the utmest expedition possible. Anxious to 
MM their intentions by a faithAil discharge of the 
trust comiBitted to my care, uid impressed with the im- 
poitance of tlie business as well to the general interests 
of the union, as to the particular interests of diis state, 
I have not, I flatter myself, been deficient in diligence 
or attention towards the accomplishment of this much 
wished for object 

The extensive claims of the individuab of this ^ate, 

and the impatiimce of the claimants to obtain final set- 

/^ement^ have hitherto engrossed my whole time and 

tqipKcadoh, and rendered me inciqpable of any cogni- 
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9noe of the general chtrgae of the state. Thki 
business, howeirer, from the consideffable progress 
alceady made, I have good reason to expect wiH nearly 
close with the present year. It therefece now becomes 
my doty lo address year Excellency, as the supreme 
executive authority of the state» on the important sub- 
ject of the state charges against the imion, whemon J. 
must earnestly solicit, that your Excellency will repre* 
sent to the Legislature at their ensuing meeting the 
necessity of speedily adopting some mode of collecting 
and bringing forward all such accounts of expenditures 
suppties and senriotts made and readered on the part of 
this state for account of the United Sti^es» as consists 
ently with the acts and resolutions of Congress may be 
deemed proper charges; stated under their sevesal 
heads and accompanied with the necessary vouchers to 
their support, conformably to the rules and directions 
prescribed by Congress for the settlement of the public 
accounts. Whatever method, sir, the legislature may 
find expedient to collect and bring forward the state 
accounts for liquidation and settlement, some time I 
presume must unavoidkbty elapse before any progress 
can be made by the person or persons charged with the 
business during that period* I hope to compleat my 
circuit through the several counties of the atate and 
dose the settlement of individual claims. 

In full confidence, sir, that the legislature will on 
their meeting, as soon as may be, take the subject 
of this address under > coosideratioa, md order ike 
things necessary to be done thereon, I shall hold myself 
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prejMured to meet their appointment and proceed on the 
bnsinefls that maj be laid before me. 

I have die hcmor to be, most respectfully, sir, year 
most obedient and most hnmUe serrant, 

BENJ" THOMPSON, 
Commiss'r for Acct's of New Jersey, 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Baron Steuben to Oovemor LwimgUon. 

New ToiiL, Nomnbtf IdA, 1785. 

Sir, — Having become the porchaser of that part of 
the estate of John Zabriskie, Ijring at the New-bridge, 
near Hackensack, and the term of payment being 
arrived, an order from the commissioners of the conti- 
nental treasury on the treasury of New Jersey lies 
ready for the agent whenever he shall please to call 
for it. 

Before I take the deeds for this place, I have to request 
the favor of your Excellency to represent to the legis- ^ 
lature, that the only lot of wood belonging to the place 
was withheld by the ageM at the sale on a doubt of its 
being included in the law because it is at the distance 
of three quarters of a mile from the house, and there- 
fore couM not, he su[qposed, be considered as '' lying at 
the New-bridge,"' though cm enquiiy I find it was an 
appendage to the estate, and indeed is the only part of 
it on which there is a stick of wood ; and it was be- 
queathed to J. Zabriskie by his father afong with the 
house and mill ; the lot consists of about 13 acres, it 
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was left unsold with the house and mill, though every 
other part of J. Zabriskie's estate was sold some years 
sinoei and being now unpossessed, great part of the 
wood is cot off, and the destroction daily increases. If 
the legislature meant to include it in the law; I must 
request that directions may be given to the agent to 
include it in the deed. If otherwise, as it is essential 
to the other part of the estate, I have to request that I 
may be permitted to purchase it at such valuation as 
may be thought just 

Your Excellency will, I flatter myself, excuse the 
liberty I take in requesting you to represent this matter 
to the legislature, and to obtain their decision on it fo 
soon as the business before them will permit 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
Excellency's most obed't humble servant, 

BTEUBEN. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From the Secretary of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

Offiee of Seeretary of Congree 
NoTember ISth, 1785. 

8iR,-^I am sorry to inform your Excellency that not- 
withstanding it seems to be the intention of the con- 
federation that all the states should punctually assemble 
in Congress cm the first Monday in November, there 
are yet but five states represented, namely, Massachu- 
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setts, New York, New Jersey, Marylimd and So«di 
Caioliiia, and ooe member attendiiig from Geofgia. 

The late packets from Ewope hayOr I oadersloo^ 
broQ^t dispatches which demand the immediate and 
atlMitive consideration of Congress. I beg leaTe to 
transmit to yonr Excettencj herewith endosed a copy 
of a letter which I hare received from the Secretary of 
fcMreign aflairs, and hq)e yon will be pleased to wge the 
delegates from yo«r state to come fofward as speedily as 



With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be 
yonr Excellency's most obed't and most humble servant, 

CHAs THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the €rov«mor of New Jersey* 



From Ptxtrick Henry to the Governor of New Jersey. 

Richmond, February 38d/ 1788.^ 
Sir, — The General Assembly have appointed Ed- 
mund Randolph, James Madison, Jun., Walter Jones, 
St George Tucker, Meriwether Smith, David Ross, 
WilUam Ronald and George Mason, Esqaires, Com- 
missioners to meet others from the different states in the 
Union, at a time and place to be agreed on, for the pur- 
pose of framing such regulations of trade as may be 
judged necessary to prcnnote the general iatenest 

I have to request your Excellency's att^itioii: to this 
subject, and that you will be pleased to make such coai>- 
munications of it as may be necessary to forward the 
views of this legislature. 
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I an^ with great regard, yoar ExceHeocy's obedient 
servant) 

P. HENRY. 
HiB Excellency, tlie GovemcMr of New Jersey. 



fVom the Secretary of Congress to Ghvemor Liv- 
ingston. 

Office of Secretary of Congress, ) 
March 1^ 178a ] 

Sia,-*-As many states in the Union continued to be 
nnrefMresented in Congress, or to be represented by only 
two mesabers, notwithstanding the many recommenda- 
tioiis of Congress for remedying these defects^ partico* 
larly those of 1st of November, 1783, and the 19th of 
April, 1784; and as from the want of a complete 
representation, the grealt interests of the Union had 
frequently been, and continued to be, neglected or de* 
layed, and the confederation itself or the administration 
thereof might be considered as the cause of evils which 
solely resnked from an incomplete representation, Con* 
gross judging it incumbent upon them to prevent opin- 
ions so derogatory to their honmr^ and so dangerous to 
the public welfare, did on the 17th of August last, pass 
a resolve whereby it became the duty of the Secretary 
of Ccmgress once in every month to transmit to the 
Legislatures of the respective states a list of the states 
represented, and of those unrepresented in Congress, 
and of the members from each state. The object of 
this resolution was, that effectual measures might from 
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time to time be taken by mch states as were umrepre- 
sented or represented only by two members, to remedy 
these defects. 

In the execution of this duty I have had the honor 
every month since of transmitting to your Excellency 
a monthly statement of the representation of the states 
in Congress to be laid before your Legislature. The 
statement which accompanies this, and which I have 
10 request the favor of your Excellency to communi* 
cate to the Legislature, is for the month of February 
last By this and the three other statements transmitted 
since the meeting of Congress on the first M(mday in 
November last, your Excellency and the Legislature will 
see that there has not been for a sin^ day, a number 
of states assembled sufficient to proceed on the great 
bosiness of the Union ; indeed, for half the time, not a 
jmmber sufficient to do more than to adjourn from day 
to day. 

With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be 
your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

CHA® THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey, 

From the Secretary of Congress to the Governor. 

Office of Secretaiy of Congress, ) 
April22d, 1780. \ 

SiR» — In odbedience to the order of Congress I have 

the honor to transmit to your Excellency h^:ewith 
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enclosed copies of the Treaties which the United 
States in Congress assembled have, by their conunis- 
sioners, entered into with the Shawanese, Cherokee, 
Choctaw, and Chickasaw Indian nations. 

Considering how much the secnri^, comfort, and 
happiness of the frontier settlements depend on being 
at peace with the neighboring Indians, and how im- 
portant it is to the whole confederacy, that the savages 
on our borders be impressed with a sacred regard for 
treaties, and with a firm, unshaken confidence in our 
justice, honor, and national foith, solemnly pledged, I 
have no doubt but your Excellency will exert the 
means in your power to enforce a due observance of 
the several articles of these treaties, so far as they con- 
cern your state or relate to the conduct of its citizens. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

CHAs THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 
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